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Nights
The thinking–and reading and writing–person’s guide to cocktail hours around town.

By Karen Hofreiter

Head to Henry’s ‘Hood
Settle in at hip-yet-bookish LFK, the pub 
overlooking the Longfellow statue in the 
eponymous square, with a craft beer and in-
credible burger while enjoying lively poet-
ry and prose read by local and regional au-
thors at Word Portland (188A State Street, 
Portland, wordportland.weebly.com; May 2, 
9 p.m.). This month’s reading includes po-
etry by Kevin McLellan and Megan Grum-
bling and fiction by Tanya Whiton.

Looking for a thrilling beach read that 
will have you glued to your chaise longue 
for hours? The bestselling suspense novels 
by internationally acclaimed author and 
Camden resident Tess Gerritsen will do 
just that. Get to know Gerritsen at Maine-
Voices Live (One Longfellow Square, cor-
ner of Congress and State streets, onelong-
fellowsquare.com; May 3, 7 p.m.). Portland 
Press Herald writer Ray Routhier will lead 
the conversation with the MD-turned-nov-

Literary

Before the temperatures start to 
soar and thoughts turn to the 
summer trifecta of beaches, bar-
becues, and Bissell Brothers, May 

is the time to take in a little culture. Maine’s 
literary history–filled with authors and po-
ets the likes of Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low, Edwin Arlington Robinson, Edna St. 
Vincent Millay, and Stephen King–provides 
a tweedy backdrop to a dynamic and invigo-
rating contemporary literary scene. 

LFK’s location on Longfellow Square and loyalty to Port-
land’s poet make it the perfect literary pub for monthly 
Word Portland nights, when writers read from their work. 
Ernest Hemingway (inset) would approve.



*Visit Player Services for complete details. Watercraft make, model & color subject to change. Hamlins Marina is not affiliated with Penn National Gaming or any of its partners, subsidiaries, holdings or this promotion. Must show rating on May 14 & 28 between 3PM - 6:29PM to be eligible for the Rock the Boat Extravaganza. If you win the Grand Prize on May 14, you are not eligible to win the Grand Prize again 
on May 28. Bonus entries earned between 8AM - 3AM Must be present to win. No purchase necessary. Must have Marquee Rewards® card and valid government issued I.D. to be entered/claim any prize or when using Marquee Comps®. Management reserves the right to change or cancel any offer or promotion at any time without notice. Marquee Comps earned will be purged after 6 months of inactivity. If you 
have any questions regarding your Marquee Comps balance, please contact Marketing at 207-974-3480. Persons under 21 years of age may not enter the gaming area unless licensed employees. Do you or anyone you know have a gambling problem? For help, services, & counseling please call 1-800-522-4700. Maine residents may contact 2-1-1 for information and resources. ©2016 Penn National Gaming, Inc.
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Play with your Marquee Rewards® card to earn entries from May 1 - May 28 
for your chance to win a 2016 Bennington 18SL Pontoon Party Boat! 

Earn 50X entries on Thursdays & 100X entries on Fridays.

Pontoon Party Boats provided by:
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ticipate in a Q&A afterward. On 
May 31, columnist Bill Nemitz 
interviews former Senate major-
ity leader George Mitchell.

Think the Big Thoughts
Intellectual curiosities (and a 
few libations) will have a salu-
brious effect on your brain at 
Think & Drink Portland’s ce-
rebral happy hour (Space Gal-
lery, 538 Congress Street, Port-
land, mainehumanities.org; 
May 18, 6:30 p.m.). A discussion 

on the topic “Citizenship and the Climate” 
explores the 14th Amendment (which 
deals with citizenship and citizen rights) 
in terms of “activism, art, gender, sex, and 
more.” (Yes, ‘more.’)

Be part of the creative process at the 
annual Little Festival of the Unexpect-
ed at Portland Stage Company (25 For-
est Avenue, portlandstage.org; May 11 to 
14), where playwrights read from their 

scripts-in-progress, after which audience 
members are encouraged to share their 
impressions and offer input. Featured 
playwrights are Brenda Withers (String 
Around my Finger), David Butler (Dying 
to Know, A Tale of Life and Death in Two 
Acts), and Callie Kimball (Sofonisba).

Into the Old Port

Elegance and literary flair characterize 
Maine Historical Society’s annu-
al Mr. Longfellow’s Cocktail Party 

at the U.S. Custom House (312 Fore Street, 
Portland; May 20, 5:30 p.m., mainehistory.
org). The celebration of the Maine poet and 
author of the poem “Drinking Song” in-
cludes champagne cocktails, tasty nibbles, 
and a silent auction. This year’s location is 
a special treat for history buffs, architec-
ture fans, and the curious, as the doors to 
the 1868 Renaissance-revival style U.S. Cus-
tom House are usually closed to the public.

For high-energy word play and perhaps 
a Bushmills single-malt, head to Port Veri-

A recent Think & Drink event at Space Gallery on 
Congress Street hosted Kyle Patnaude and Melinda 
Plastas discussing citizenship and dissent.

elist, who also created the long-running 
TNT TV detective series Rizzoli & Isles. 
Audience members have the chance to par-



THE GREAT LOST BEAR
78 BEERS ON TAP
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207-772-0300 www.greatlostbear.com
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Custom suits, no compromises.
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tas Spoken Word on Tuesdays at Bull Fee-
ney’s Pub (375 Fore Street, Portland, port-
veritas.com). Every second Tuesday of the 
month you’ll find an open mic and poetry 
slam starting at 7:30. It’s held in the gothic-
windowed Yeats Room on the second floor, 
where you can sit back and enjoy the word-
smithery of seasoned guest poets or join the 
brave newcomers baring their souls during 
the open-mic session. This month’s readers 
include: Lola Haskins (May 3), Rachel Flynn 
(May 10), Sophia Holtz (May 17), and De-
siree Dallagiacomo (May 31).  n

Maine Historical Society’s annual Mr. Longfellow’s 
Cocktail Party is Friday, May 20 at the Custom House 
on Commercial Street.


