


C
lo

c
k

w
is

e 
fr

o
m

 t
o

p
 l

ef
t:

W i n t e r g u i d e  2 0 1 6  2 9 

Portland after dark
Fr

o
m

 t
o

p
: I

n
g

a
 I

v
a

n
o

v
a

; n
ig

h
t 

&
 D

a
y

 i
m

a
g

es

Deals
Sweetheart

Hey, funny Valentine. Step right this way.

By Karen Hofreiter

W inter is a great excuse to get close and 
cozy with the one you love. Whether 
it’s a flurry of feathery snowflakes spar-

kling in the soft illumination of a city lamp light, 
a ribbon of steam swirling from a mug of hot co-
coa, or the stillness of an off-season shoreline, no 
matter how you define romance, there’s a getaway 
in Maine to find it.
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Portland after dark

Portland Regency Hotel
The Date Night Package includes: De-
luxe accommodation for two; welcome 
bottle of sparkling wine; dinner for two; 
and full-service Regency Fitness Studio 
with steam, sauna, and Jacuzzi, with 
$50 spa credit (per person) towards spa 
treatment or spa product(s)  
http://www.theregency.com/

Westin Portland  
Harborview 

Looking for a local escape? 
Discover Exclusive Maine 
Resident Rates of up to 15% 
off.  Book online, or call 
866-716-8108 and mention 
rate plan RESFLOAT. Book 
now and receive a $50 dinner 
credit for Congress Squared 
restaurant, complimentary Wi-
Fi, complimentary valet park-
ing. Call 866-716-8108 and 
mention rate plan LBPKG1.” 
www.westinportlandharbor-
view.com

Portland Harbor Hotel
Enjoy breakfast in bed or 
in the serene, sunny dining 
room overlooking the court-
yard garden. The Morning 
Delight package includes a 
luxurious night’s lodging and 
a $30 gift certificate good for 

a delectable breakfast from award-win-
ning Eve’s at the Garden. The Pamper & 
Relax soothing massage therapy pack-
age includes a $50 gift certificate for any 
services at our on-site treatment rooms. 
www.portlandharborhotel.com

Hilton Garden Inn  
Portland Airport
Get up and go for a weekend adventure 
and make the most of your time away 
when you book the Weekend Getaway 
Package at Hilton Garden Inn. Earn dou-
ble points and take advantage of 
breakfast and late checkout.  
http://hiltongardeninn3.hilton.
com/en/offers/100066903.htm

Romancing Portland
When was the last time the two of you got away? No business. No kids. No interruptions. 

For those who find romance in the 
haunting beauty of a snow-dusted 
beach, head to the Beachmere Inn 

in Ogunquit. Gaze out over the gray, frothy 
sea from the warm comfort of your spacious 
room as you sip champagne and savor oys-
ters on the half-shell while a fire dances in 
the background. Rent snowshoes or take a 

sunset walk along the rocky shore-
line before returning to the inn for 
a warming soak in the saltwater 
hot tub. Later, enjoy the signature 
haddock chowder and other fresh-
caught delights over dinner for two 
at Blue Bistro. Conclude the day with 
more champagne and a candle-lit 

The Danforth
Built in 1823, the Danforth Inn may be the 
most romantic hotel in Portland. Make 
Valentine Day Weekend romantic with a 
two-night package that begins with a split 
of champagne and chocolates in a luxuri-
ous suite or guest room.

Mornings begin with an included 
Champagne breakfast (served in your 
room if you like). After a day spent 
exploring the city, a romantic evening 
unfolds with our signature love potion 
cocktail and reservations at Tempo Dulu 
for a 5-course Romance Dinner. The 
Romance Package includes: 2-night stay, 
gourmet breakfast, champagne and 
chocolates upon arrival, Romantic Cock-
tail for two 5-course Romance Dinner 
for two Prices  start at $290 per person, 
based on double occupancy. 800-991-
6557, http://www.danforthinn.com/
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bath (Book Room 35 for a claw-foot tub).
62 Beachmere Place, Ogunquit, 800-336-3983, 
beachmereinn.com; Romantic Getaway Package $395/
couple + room cost.

If you consider Europe to be the pinna-
cle of glamour, you need travel no farther 
than Ogunquit, where Old World charm 
and the sun-drenched tastes of Italy await at 
the Hartwell House Inn. Rooms are sump-
tuously decorated in jewel-toned fabrics of 
silk, velvet, and jacquard, and furnished 
with antique period pieces (book the Polly 
Reed Room for a queen-sized canopy bed, 
two-person hydro-massage tub, and balco-
ny). Upon arrival Friday, lounge upon the 
royal bedding (scattered with rose petals, 
of course) with a glass of chilled prosecco in 
one hand and a morsel of local handmade 
chocolate in the other before heading down 
to the parlor for wine and cheese in front of 
a cozy fire.

The next day, enjoy a gourmet breakfast 
(do not miss innkeeper Charlene Taubert’s 
cinnamon buns with cream cheese frost-
ing!) before a late morning jaunt to the vil-
lage center. That evening, get whisked away 
to the Italian Riviera with a special four-
course “getaway dinner” at the inn, featur-
ing hearty traditional Italian dishes like 
garlic lobster and shrimp crostini, linguine 
marinara with spicy sausage, and bécha-

mel lasagna. After a leisurely night’s sleep, 
celebrate with a Valentine’s Day candle-lit 
breakfast. “This package is for couples look-
ing for a quiet and romantic Valentine’s re-
treat (with some incredible food) in one of 

Maine’s most scenic coastal towns,” say inn-
keepers (and frequent Italy travelers) Eric 
and Charlene Taubert. 
Hartwell House Inn, 312 Shore Road, Ogunquit, 207-
646-7210, hartwellhouseinn.com; Valentine’s weekend 
package from $499/couple for 2-night stay, available 
Feb 12-14, must call to reserve.

Out&About
Sweet surrender: Take your valentine to Vena’s Fizz House 
and let them shake you up a little Love Potion #9.

Work up an appetite in the fresh air at the Beachmere 
Inn in Ogunquit. At left, a drink before dinner at the Top 
of the East in the Westin Portland Harborview.



The Matchmaker of Maine

Ready to meet your soulmate?
No worries. We’ll match you quickly and easily!

477 Congress Street, 8th Floor • Portland, Maine 04101

207-775-2288
Call today and schedule a free consultation.

matchmakerofmaine@yahoo.com | www.matchemakerofmaine.com

The Best in Personalized Matchmaking
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rious Italian Frette linens and fluffy down 
comforters; or go the classic route with a 
digestif and good book in front of a fire-
place in one of the modern, sun-flooded 
common rooms. The rooms and suites, 
decorated in hushed pastels with a mod-
ern beach-chic style, provide a serene oa-
sis for lingering in bed. Book the very pri-
vate Tranquility Suite with gas fireplace 

and sitting area, or the Morning Dawn 
Room with fireplace, two-person shower, 
and whirlpool tub. Other small treats to 
revel in during your stay include all things 
local like the English Meadows signature 
coffee blend roasted by Portland’s Coffee 
by Design; hand-dipped chocolates from 
Dean’s Sweets in Portland; and a selection 
of native Maine beers and spirits. 

Twilight descends on the Inn at English Meadows.

When the way to the heart is through the 
stomach, romance is to be found at the Inn 
at English Meadows. There’s a good reason 
why innkeeper David Parisi says, “Foodie 
couples of all ages book this package.” 

T he inn’s daily three-course break-
fast (think starters of fresh-baked 
wild blueberry muffins and yogurt 

panna cotta with raspberry puree followed 
by main courses like “breakfast pizza”–
grilled pita with lemon mascarpone, pro-
sciutto, arugula, and egg–or Black Forest 
ham and gruyere cheese waffles with Srira-
cha maple syrup) is just the beginning. Dur-
ing their stay, couples will also be treated 
to a private, customized cooking class with 
Chef David Ross at restaurant 50 Local and 
a five-course dinner at the award-winning 
White Barn Inn. 

Options abound for working off these 
gourmet extravagances. Walk it off with 
a brisk outing to Kennebunkport’s Dock 
Square for a little window shopping; sleep 
it off with a snuggly catnap between luxu-
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Inn at English Meadows, 141 Port Road, Kennebunk, 
207-967-5766, englishmeadowsinn.com, Maine 
Indulgence Package: $980/per couple with 15% 

room discount.

Traditional romantics will feel at home at 
the Victorian-era Inn on Carleton. Guests 
at this trendy spot include Alec Baldwin. 
Resplendent on a stately and quiet street in 
Portland’s West End, it’s a short tree-lined 
stroll past the city’s grandest residences to 
the arts district. After an afternoon spent 
meandering among the Wyeths and Hop-
pers at the Portland Museum of Art, the 
inn’s ornate and richly decorated guest 
quarters–many with fireplaces and im-
ported Parisian chandeliers–are the perfect 
place to retire for a glass of champagne and 
a long luxurious night of rest. Upon wak-
ing, experience what owners Leo and Pa-
tricia Mennitt consider “the best part of the 
day” at the inn: breakfast! Can anyone say 
red velvet pancakes? 
Inn on Carleton, 46 Carleton Street, Portland, 207-775-
1910, innoncarleton.com; “My Romance” package 
$400/couple for a 2-night stay, available Feb. 12-18.

T hose who appreciate the nostalgia 
of a hand-typed love poem will find 
just the right sentiment at the Press 

Hotel. Housed in the former headquarters 
of the Portland Press Herald, this boutique 
hotel provides the ideal Old Port location for 
urban exploration, with a plethora of shops, 
coffee houses, restaurants, pubs, and the 
harbor–all within a few cobblestone blocks. 

Leave time for pampering and relaxation 
with spa treatments by Akari Spa; a three-
course, wine-paired chef’s tasting menu at 
Union Restaurant; and vintage cocktails 
(try the Acadia 75, a concoction of cognac, 
lemon, sugar, coastal root bitters, and bub-
bly) by the fireplace at the Inkwell Lounge. 
Each morning, feast on a breakfast of “en-
hanced local cuisine” like smoked salmon 
tartine on pumpernickel with shaved egg, 
pickled onion, and capers. 

“The hotel’s high design elements by lo-
cal Maine artists, sexy food and beverag-
es, and richly appointed rooms mean ev-
eryone will love this package, but especially 
the couple who wants a romantic, relaxing 
weekend to recharge,” says Carla Tracy, who 
provides promotion for the hotel. 
Press Hotel, 119 Exchange Street, Portland, 877-890-
5641, thepresshotel.com; Akari Spa Getaway package 
from $999/couple for a 2-night stay.n
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www.graycoteinn.com
40 Holland Avenue, 
Bar Harbor, Maine

207 288.3044 

Your weekend 
retreat…

“In Bar Harbor visit 
Acadia National Park 

and stay at Graycote Inn.”
–Washington Post

Cozy fireplaces, private sitting 
rooms, romantic balconies

A short walk to restaurants, 
shops and galleries

Open Year rOund

First Green CertiFied 
lOdGinG in Bar HarBOr

W i n t e r g u i d e  2 0 1 6  3 7 

  Open for Dinner Tuesday - Saturday 4pm - 1am

Happy Hour 

4pm - 6pm & 11pm - 1am

Sunday Brunch

207.536.0469
90 Exchange St.

American 
Cuisine


