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FROM TOP: FILE; HI-ESMARO, (GOUACHE), LOUIS “LUCA” PAPALUCA (1890-1934)/EBAY; COURTESY ANDREW TOPPAN/BIW;
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dophisticated
Ladiesy | o

Before focusing exclusively on military contracts,
BIW answered the Gilded Age question,”"What
floats your boat?”

BY ANDREW TOPPAN
In the early years of the 20th century, America’s

wealthiest industrialists and financiers commis-

sioned Bath Iron Works to build opulent yachts,
the ultimate status symbol of their day. BIW, on the
banks of the Kennebec River in Bath since 1884, has
long been known as a cutting-edge military ship-
builder. BIW’s lesser-known yacht building business
reached its peak in the Roaring 20s and into the 1930s,
when the largest and most luxurious yachts in the
world were launched in Bath. The yachts and their
owners traveled in the highest social circles and voy-
aged around the world in splendor, but this golden
era soon came to an end. With the coming of World
War II, most of these yachts were taken into military

From top: Guests enjoy a Gatsby moment on the stern divan aboard J. P. Mor-
gan’s Corsair IV; Louis Papaluca (1890-1934) gouache painting depicts Hi Es-
maro cruising a volcanic coastline; dining in spacious style aboard Aras.
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Dr. Nancy Sargent

Dr. Irina Babayan
are pleased to welcome new patients

Falmouth Family Dentistry

251 U.S. Route 1 » Falmouth, Maine 04105 ¢ (207) 781-4216
Insurance Welcome ¢ Convenient Hours Available

Our master marine mechanic
is now operating
~right here on the river!

Kennebunkport
Marina

207.967.3411

We're a full-service marina that boasts a
mechanic with 20 + years’ e)l(perience,-‘
a Mercruiser Master Certificate
and a host of other engine
manufacturing certifications.

67 Ocean Avenue

Kennebunkport
Maine
04046

Also featuring:
Powerboat, Kayak and Canoe Rentals

kennebunkportmarina.com Mercury & Yamaha Sales & Service

78 PORTLAND MONTHLY MAGAZINE

MADE IN MAINE

service and dispersed to the far corners of
the world. Remarkably, a few of these opu-
lent vessels survive to this day.

The 224-foot Winchester was launched
in 1916 for Peter Winchester Rousse.
The speedy turbine-powered vessel
was designed by the firm of Cox & Stevens.
Her owner, heir to the Winchester arms for-

tune, used her as a true commuter yacht,

traveling to New York City from his sum-
mer home in Newport, Rhode Island. Her
yachting career was short as she was soon
purchased by the U.S. Navy for World War I
service, where her high speed-nearly equal
to the fastest warships of her era-was put to
good use. Following the war, she was even-
tually sold to Cornelius Vanderbilt, who
traveled aboard between Newport and Flor-
ida. Later joining the Royal Canadian Navy
as HMCS Renaud during World War II, the
former Winchester sailed until 1957 before
vanishing from the records.

The 240-foot Vanda of 1929 was built for
Ernest B. Dane at a cost of $634,000. She
was the first BIW-built vessel designed by
Henry Gielow Company of New York, a
relationship that would continue for many




COUNSELING

E ELLEN KOoRNETSKY, LCSW
G4

subsequent yachts. Her owner, president

of the Brookline Savings and Trust, en CONROY-TULLY Specializing In:
7 = - Ad .

joyed Vanda for several years, mostly CRA& N FORD Attop}tllon .

.. . = achmen
cruising the East Coast and the Caribbean. FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICES « Loss & Transition
She probably visited Maine often during Portland’s onl Relationshi
these years, as the Danes maintained a 0 P an ds 0; Yy ¢ a.tlons 'S
summer home at Seal Harbor. During m epei; endy Family Issues
World War II, Vanda joined the Navy as v f oz'llme an ted 207-846-0400
USS San Bernardino, serving as a weather amity operate B B .
patrol ship in the Pacific 8 o B funeral home. ellenkornetskylcsw@ gmail.com

172 State Street, Portland * 773-6511 ¢ ctcrawford.com 10 Forest Falls Drive, #6-B, Yarmouth

%or your family with a work of art
Affordable, Locally Carved Maine Crafismanship

220 Main Street (Route 1) MAINE
South Portland M EMORIAL
7672233 Co.
. (800) 540-7866
Paul A- DiMfteo www.mainememorial.com
Certified Memorialist Cemetery Memorials since 1919

PLANTED IN 1983
Located in the heart of
downtown Camden

Open

Clockwise from top: Ernest Dane’s graceful yacht Vanda under |
way; a paneled and furnished stateroom aboard Vanda; and | Year Round
Haida's formal dining room evoke bygone movie sets.

Paragon followed Vanda in 1930. She was
built at a modest cost—under $200,000—for
Charles Davol, whose family had earned its

fortune in the rubber industry. Designed by &
Loring Swasey, she was a smaller yacht, =
equally suited to entertaining and cruising. e
Few details of her career are recorded, but - F EATURING MAINE =

she probably spent much of her time near e WOODWORKERS,

the Davol family estate at Quonset Point, : POTTERS & JEWELERS
Rhode Island. After Charles Davol passed

away in 1937 she was apparently sold, and | . 8 O 0 = 2 3 6 - O 4 4 O

in 1941 she was wrecked on the Pacific coast. . .
31 Main St. (Rt 1) ® Camden, Maine

Hi-Esmaro soon followed, placing BIW Fiaf iy i store@onceatree.net

firmly in the top rank of yacht builders. WWW.onceatree.net
The 266-foot, $900,000 yacht was built for

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: FILE; COURTESY ANDREW TOPPAN/BIW;
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Summer Island Studio
Gallery of Fine Artisans

Patti L. Baker

Jewelry Designer

Jewelry - Pottery - Wood - Fiber - Glass
Bronze - Sculpture - Fine Art

Elegant and Locally
Handcrafted Gifts
Located in the Tontine Mall

149 Maine Street, Brunswick « 373-1810
www.summerislandstudio.com

Open 7 days a week through Christmas
48 Main Street, Belfast  338-2692
www.kilndry.com
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Clothing, Gifts & Accessories
50 Main Street ~ Stonington, ME 04681
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Hiram Manville, president of Johns Man-
ville Corporation. Manville cruised to Eu-
rope aboard Hi-Esmaro twice and hosted
the Swedish royal family on more than
one occasion, including a state visit to
New York. During World War II, Hi-Esma-
ro became USS Niagara, a patrol gunboat.
She served as a tender to small motor tor-
pedo boats similar to JFK’s famed PT-109.
She was sunk by Japanese aircraft in the
Solomon Islands in 1943, miraculously
without any fatalities among her crew.

Financier ].P. Morgan’s Corsair IV was BIW’s
largest yacht, and the largest yacht built in
the U.S. in that era. The Gielow-designed,
343-foot masterpiece was launched in 1930.
Although her $1.45-million price tag may
seem high for an era when the average sala-
ry was under $1,400 annually, an equivalent
yacht today would cost $150 to $200 million.

From top: William Henry Bishop's painting John Pierpont Mor-
gan’s Yacht Corsair IV Observing the 1934 Cup Races off Newport,
Rhode Island depicts the dream boat i its heyday; Morgan, in
banker’s threads, boards his megayacht Corsair IV.

Corsair cruised with high society to Europe,
the Caribbean, and even to the Galapagos Is-
lands in the remote Pacific. With the coming
of war, Corsair became a flagship in the Roy-
al Navy, based in Bermuda for most of the
war. Following the war she was sold and re-
fitted as a cruise ship, with 42 luxurious
staterooms for 82 pampered guests, a pio-
neer of today’s worldwide cruise industry.
Sadly, this career was cut short in 1949 when
she ran aground off Acapulco, Mexico, and
became a total loss.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: CHRISTIE’'S/ WILLIAM HENRY BISHOP, JOHN PIERPONT MORGAN’S YACHT CORSAIR IV OBSERVING THE 1934 CUP RACES OFF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND; FILE



COME SEE THE LARGEST COLLECTION OF CASUAL FURNISHING & ACCESSORIES IN NEW ENGLAND.
Choose from hundreds of styles available now in stock or custom order.

”"!.Iulllli p ! null._,k.‘_'r‘

ArL WEATHER WICKER
by Lloyd/Flanders

o Delivery Available
s
L _OWWE R ™ = INC. Monday-Thursday 9:30am—-5pm, Friday & Saturday 9:30am-6pm, Closed Sundays

Route 4 Berwick, Maine. 1-877-LOWERYS (1-877-569-3797) or (207) 384-5903.www.LowerysPatio.com

LANDSCAPE

LOASTAL ™72z

LANDSCAPE, CONSTRUCTION EXCAVATION
& SNOW SERVICES
MAINTENANCE

fRE (207) 797-3505
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HARMON'S ‘BARTON'S

584 Congress Street Portland, ME 04101
207-774-5946
117 Brown Street Westbrook, ME 04092
207-854-2518
1-800-SUN-LILY

www.harmonsbartons.com

Maide fov@ou

Youv Fevsonal €

leAuing Jevvice

¢ Locally owned
* Customized cleaning
¢ Invoicing packages available
¢ All major credit cards accepted
* Employee background checks
* Special care for every client
* Flexible scheduling

¢ Attention to detail
e Fully insured

Maide for You
207-653-1837
maideforyou.com
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_Dlage Dougias

To learn what the yacht formerly known as
the steel-hulled staysail schooner Black
Douglas (1930) is up to these days as the roy-
al yacht of King Mohammed V of Morocco,
please see our feature story on page 52.

To chart the course she sailed before she
was transformed into EI Boughaz I, read on.

Designed by Gielow & Orr, the thorough-
ly modern, 175-foot Black Douglas was creat-
ed with an all-steel hull at a cost of $256,000
for Robert Roebling, grandson of the man
who designed the Brooklyn Bridge.

She was christened Black Douglas in honor
of Lord James Douglas, so fierce a Scottish
revolutionary that according to legend,
English mothers used to whisper to their
babies, “You'd better be good, or when you're
sleeping the Black Douglas will come and
eatyou.”

Who could have resisted sailing her
below Manhattan’s skyscrapers for a photo-
op under the Brooklyn Bridge! For decades,
the Roeblings kept her at their island near
Savannah, Georgia, before selling her in
September 1941 to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service for duty from California to Alaska, per
U.S. Navy records.

“In 1941, she was sold to the United

States Government to do seal research in
the Aleutian Islands off Alaska,”according
to Wayne Foster, Sr., writing in Dubh Ghlase
in 1996; the monograph appears in www.
douglashistory.co.uk/ history / ships/schoo-
nerblackdouglas.htm. “She was in San Pedro,
California when the Japanese bombed Pearl
Harbor. So she was immediately impressed
into the Navy as a patrol craft. On her way to
Seattle, a Japanese submarine lobbed a couple
of shells across her bow off the
Oregon coast, but she escaped.
She even had a torpedo fired at
her but came out unscathed!

“She was stripped of her
sails, sailing tackle, masts,
spar, and the Black Douglas
figurehead. Guns and sonar
(underwater detection gear)
were mounted on her...From
1942 through part of 1944, she
patrolled the water of Neah Bay,
Washington” as the Navy’s USS
Black Douglas, commissioned on
19 April, 1943.

Homeported in Puget
Sound, she was assigned to
brilliant first skipper LCDR
Robert Copeland, USN, who

6$sailed her in 190

My first trip on the
Black Douglas in the
summer of 1962 set
my course going for-
ward [as a future mer-
chant marine captain],
says Wally Slough.

I was just 16. My
bunk was up in the
forecastle, and I'll
never forget the panic
| felt when | was
sound asleep and

they dropped anchor near Los Angeles to rendezvous with another Fish and
Wildlife Service vessel. It sounded like a bomb had gone off next to my bunk

when they let go the anchor!

She was a workboat, plain and simple, and her accommodations reflected
that and were Spartan to be sure. She was certainly seaworthy enough from
my perspective as a 16-year-old kid, but | was in no position at the time to
judge how she handled under power, although it seemed fine to me.

It's remarkable that after 83 years she’s still in service. —(apt. . W. Slough

FROM TOP: FLINT SCHOOL (2)



had quite a brave heart himself. Though he
faced little action aboard the Black Douglas,
future Rear Admiral Copeland would
become a legend of the Pacific Theater as
captain of the Samuel B. Roberts, winning the
Navy Cross for hisleadership in a hair-raising
torpedo attack against a vastly superior force
of Japanese cruisers during Leyte Invasion.
Mastless and overshadowed, Black
Douglas was struck from the Navy lists on

g

October 14, 1944.

It is here she slips out of view for 16 years
or so until 1960, when we see her working
from Alaska to California as a research vessel

with the Bureau of Fisheries.

“When [ worked on her in 1962 and 1963,
any sense of her opulent beginnings were
long gone,” says Capt. S. W. (Wally) Slough,
who began his maritime career aboard her
“as a 16-year-old kid.” He’s “amazed” to
find she’s still afloat in 2013 and hasn’t “been
transformed into razor blades or become a
fishing reef somewhere!”

If there were a movie about this ves-
sel, who'd play the part of Louis Black, the
adventurer who snapped her up at auction
and took her through the Panama Canal to
the Bahamas, where he sailed her among the
coral reefs of the Turks and Caicos for nearly
a decade, looking for pirate treasure?

After her interlude in Margaritaville,
she was sold to Captain George Stoll and
served as a seagoing classroom off Saratoga,
Florida, as part of the former Flint School.

The first of her series of serious make-
overs to transform her to the superyacht she
is today began in 1983. ~Colin W. Sargent

MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM

More spectacular than ever!

Marvel at the life-size sculpture of the world's
largest wooden sailing vessel, now with masts

Tour Bath Iron Works to see the Navy's new
high-tech destroyer Zumwalt DDG-1000 being
built (Reservations required; available online)

Explore the only intact historic shipyard site
where large wooden sailing ships were built

Take a lighthouse cruise on the Kennebec River

Go aboard and below deck on a Grand Banks
fishing schooner

Visit the Victorian home of an 1892 Bath ship-
building family
See new exhibits for 2013:

Beyond the Breakers: Lighthouses, Life-Saving,
and the U.S. Coast Guard

That Flaunting Rag! Maine’s Maritime War
Against the Confederacy

i‘ I;!I Open daily 9:30 to 5

243 Washington Street - Bath, Maine - 207-443-1316 - www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

SOLO

BISTRO

fresh » cool - maine'modern

Open for Dinner and Lunch in Downtown-Bath
One block from the Bath city dock
40 minutes from Portland

Live jazz avery Friday night.
Wine Bar, Vegetarians and vegans welcome.
Reservations by phone or online.

443-3373 - 128 Front St., Bath | www.solobistro.com
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OUR CITY...
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SUBSCRIBE TO

PORTLAND

Maine’s City Magazine

Call Toll Free (855) PORTMAG (767.8624)

a good time and a great deal.

And the best place to get that is at Hampton. We have a host of thoughtful
amenities so you know you're getting more for your money. And you can visit
hampton.com for thousands of ‘Things To Do’ like outdoor adventures, driving

trips and more. Plus, enjoy our AARP Passport Member Savings.

100% satisfaction
guaranteed

Hampton Inn Bath (Brunswick Area), ME - 140 Commercial Street - Bath, ME
www.bathbrunswickarea.hamptoninn.com « 207-386-1310
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The 279-foot, $1.2-million Caroline followed in
1931 for Eldridge Johnson, founder of the Vic-
tor Talking Machine Company, best known
for its Victrola phonographs. Caroline was a
cruising yacht designed to carry an archeo-
logical expedition to explore Easter Island.
Also designed by Gielow, she was the first
BIW-built vessel with an electric elevator, a
true novelty at the time. Like Hi-Esmaro, war-
time saw her serving as a tender to PT boats,
renamed Hilo. She survived the war operat-
ing from many island bases along the front
lines in the Pacific, and was sold postwar.

Although smaller at 244 feet, Aras of 1931
was no less luxurious. This was the second
Aras built by BIW for Hugh Chisholm, pres-
ident of the Oxford Paper company. BIW de-
signed the vessel in-house rather than
turning to an outside design agency. Like
many of her contemporaries, Aras was pur-
chased by the US Navy and renamed Wil-
liamsburg, operating as a flagship and
command ship in the Atlantic during the
war. Postwar, the ship became the Presiden-
tial yacht for Harry Truman, then an ocean-
ographic research ship, then a floating
restaurant, and eventually made her way to
Italy. Today Williamsburg is a rusted ruin in
La Spezia, Italy, a mere shadow of her for-
mer self, and is advertised for sale at $11.7
million for, seeking a wealthy and adventur-
ous new owner to restore her. [See our fea-
ture story “Dream Boat,” May 2012.]



FROM TOP: FILE/JIM RODGERS; COURTESY SARGENT FAMILY

\ :g

From top: Caroline’s accommodations have all the comforts of
home; Aras (a.k.a. USS Williamsburg) alongside the larger USS
Deltain Reykjavik, Iceland, 1942.

Seapine, 154 feet in length and completed
in 1931, holds the distinction of being the
largest vessel built entirely indoors at
BIW, and of having two owners before she
left the shipyard. Frank Goodyear ordered
the yacht but passed away before her com-
pletion. She was sold to a Mr. Hollander,
and later to a Mr. Larsh, from whom she
was purchased by the Navy in 1941. Re-
named Rhodolite, she served as a patrol
ship off Hawaii during the war. Little is
known of her later career, but she was re-
built in the 1980s and is still in service today,
named Yanbu and registered in Southamp-
ton, England.

Monday through Friday
4pm to lam

Saturday & Sunday
12pm to lam

188A State Street, Portland
R07.899.3R77 . s
Itkportland.com

BURNS’
FENCING
Safety * Security * Style

Voted Portland’s
Best Fence Company
Commercial & Residential

Since 1957
14 Rochester St., Westbrook

854-2463

BURNSFENCING.COM
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RETAINING WALL BLOCK | COBBLESTONE | SLATE | INTERLOCKING PAVERS | CLAY BRICKS | POSTS | GRANITE STEPS | FIREPITS | CONCRETE BLOCKS

Beauty.
Quality.
Integrity.

GAGN

HARDSCAPE & MASONRY CENTERS

[
—
z

Ask for it
by name.

8 Convenient Locations .
Now offering our own line of durable |
Maine made products featuring. ..

owledge A

& experience

- Lifetime Warranty

- Traditional & Vintage Finishes

- 2 - 5pc Patterns

- Mix & Match Shape, Color, & Size

MAINE MADE

BELGRADE. | AUBURN | WESTBROOK | SACO | KITTERY | NAPLES | TOPSHAM | HOLDEN | 1-800-339-3313 | www.gagneandson.com
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Your Exclusive Path
to Eagle Island

Admiral Robert E. Peary

Discoverer of the North Pole

House Museum

Cruises Daily at 9:30 a.m. & 1:30'p.m.
From the South Freeport Town Dock: Sun., Mon;, Wed., Thur,, Sai
From Cook's Lobster-House on Bailey Islund Tues JFit 3

207-865-6112 - atlanticsealcruises.com * Freeport, ME

Great Feod, Great Tlmzs,
Great I-Iarbor Views!

" Our Famous Chowder » Great Burgers » Maine Seafood Specialties - ]
Our Own MAINE Potato Hand-cut Fries e Steaks e Salads & Sandwiches
Homemade Pies & Desserts ¢ Kids' Menu ¢ Daily Specials ¢ Free Wi-Fi

Camden’s Favorite Place to Meet & Eat!

The Heart of Camden ¢ One Main Street ¢ Camden ¢ 207-236-2254
Open daily 11 a.m. ‘til... ¢ V|5|t our Bakery downstairs, too!

CappysChowder.com
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The magnificent J-class racing sloop Ranger
closed out the era of great yachts in 1937. De-
signed by Starling Burgess and Olin Stephens
[see our Stephens interview “The Magnificent
J” July / August 1989], she was built for Harold
Vanderbilt's defense of the famed America’s
Cup, the oldest active trophy in international
sport (1851). The 135-foot sloop sported a
165-foot mast and was built with painstaking
care and attention to detail. BIW’s pride in
Ranger became even more evident when she
was dismasted and the shipyard constructed
an entirely new mast in only three weeks,
working around the clock. Ranger successfully
defended the America’s Cup in 1937, but her
career ended the same year. There were no fur-
ther races due to the coming war, and Ranger
was soon broken up for scrap.

Ranger, built quickly but inexpensively, cost
$165,000. Vanderbilt’s entire racing effort that
year was estimated to cost $500,000, while to-
day an America’s Cup yacht costs $10 million,
and a full racing season 10 times more. m

99 Formore, visit portlandmonthly.com/port-
mag/2013/07/biw-yachts-extras.

CAST BRONZE
WIND BELLS
Door
BELLS

56 WEST By RD + PO Box 73
B66-9637184



CASCOBAYEXPERIENCE

LIVE CONCERTS CRUISES
ON CASCO BAY

CSABLANGy

-

CRUISES
Py

18 Cusfom House Wl’lﬁl'l:
POI"I'laIl(l, Maine 04101
207-1174-1220
JuLy

21 2pm  North of Nashville
26 Tpm  Red Hot and Ladylike Cruise
28 2pm  Damaged Goods

AGUST ~~s~—~~r—~~
4 2pm  Stolen Mojo

9 6:30pm Pete N Wayne

11 12pm  Northern Groove

18 2om  Hello Newman

25 2pm  Another Hot August Night
SEPTEMBER ~—~~~r~r~-
1 2pm  Stolen Mojo and Bob = X

15 2pm  4th Annual Wine Wise Cruise

BE SURE TO VISIT THE LANDMARK

j C

Lyle Divinsky every Thursday 6pm

ENTERTAINMENT ON THE LARGEST
DECK IN PORTLAND EVERY FRIDAY,
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Featuring: North of Nashville, Quiet Riot Act,

Velosaurus, Stolen Mojo, Alex Roy, Scotty Lank,
Andi Faweett, Ric Roy, MTA & others.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Choose an adventure to fit your styl.

Casco Bay Lines offers scenic cruises to the islands off Portland'’s

shore—choices range from a family outing to a romantic dinner

get-away. Bring your bike, kayak, or walking shoes. Explore the
islands. There truly is something for everybody!

Visit www.cascobaylines.com/portlandmagoffer
to download a money saving coupon.

Casco Bay Ferry Terminal
56 Commercial Street ¢ Portland, Maine ¢ 207-774-7871
Owned and operated by the Casco Bay Island Transit District

Iy

Discover The Inn
on Peaks Island

Experience Maine island charm
just minutes from Portland

. Cottalge—stgle luxurﬂ guest rooms
over ooking scenic Casco Bay

. Serving lunch and dinner

e The Pencect setting for wec‘dings,

celebrations & events

« Short Ferry ride from Portland

207-766-5100

= Casco Bay Lines

www.cascobaglines.com
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