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Portland after dark
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Wintry 
Hops

as we move from 
temperate autumn to 

freezing winter, 
the beer styles  

du jour change with our 
wardrobes.

By josh christie

Definitive Brewing Company’s Break is a double 
milk stout with coffee beans, ABV 7.2 percent.

O ut is the easy-drinking fare of 
summer; bye to hefeweizens, light la-
gers, and fruity wheat beers. This sea-

son, we say hello to the burlier side of the 
brewing spectrum, where beers that are 
dark in color and high in alcohol reign. 
Here in Portland, these seasonal brews are 
starting to pop up, ready to help us through 
the short, cold days of winter.
 

Trashmaster, 9.5 percent ABV, is an im-
perial stout. Coffee, raisin, chocolate, and 
licorice flavors abound in a warming ale, 
capped with a dry and boozy finish. 

To learn which brewery crafts the beers in this 
story, see the key on page 31.



"Best Bar”

-  P O R T L A N D  P H O E N I X   

"Best New Bar Northeast” 

-  V I N E  P A I R

"Best Cocktail Bar Maine”

-  D O W N E A S T  M A G A Z I N E   

"This Place is F@&%ing Awesome”

 -  A N O N Y M O U S  G O O G L E  R E V I E W E R   
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Samara Brown isn’t your typical brown 
ale. Brewed with locally roasted Bard Cof-
fee and maple syrup from Merrifield Farm, 
the imperial brown plays sweetness and bit-
terness off one another to great effect. And, 
at 7 percent ABV, just a pint will warm you 
up on the coldest winter days. 

Atlantis, 5.3 percent ABV, is a black ale. 
While you might expect the rich, roasted 
flavors of a porter or stout from a beer this 
dark, the profile is surprisingly tropical—
juicy and citrusy, thanks to a blend of Cas-
cade, Centennial, Magnum, and Citra hops. 
A hint of cherrywood smoke makes it a fit-
ting beer to sip in front of a fire. 

Winter IPA, 6.2 percent ABV, stands 
out in the field of local seasonals by buck-
ing the dark beer trend. Instead, the beer 
is a New England-style IPA of the type 
you see around town throughout the 
year. Hazy and juicy, it’s a bright counter-
point to the cold weather and dark days. 
The brewery rotates four seasonal India 

Trashmaster 
Bunker Brewing

Samara Brown
Lone Pine

Atlantis 
Rising Tide

Winter IPA 
Peak Organic

Dark Matter Mexican Donut
Barreled Souls

Imperial Gunner’s 
Daughter - Mast Landing

Forge 
Foundation
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Neverender 

Austin Street

Christmas Ale 
Gritty McDuff’s

a Key to the breweries
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Portland after dark

Pale Ales through its portfolio, and Win-
ter is the strongest, punchiest one of the 
bunch—appropriate for a season that 
tests Mainers’ mettle. 

Neverender, a seasonal Double IPA, is 
hopped with Australian hops (Galaxy and 
Topaz). It’s a juicy, hazy beer loaded with 
tropical flavor and aromatics. Pineapple 
and grapefruit flavors shine through, and 
perfect balance makes for a surprisingly 
easy-drinking beer at 8 percent ABV.  

Christmas Ale, 6.2 percent ABV, has 
been a Portland staple for decades and her-
alds the start of the holiday season. A tra-
ditional ESB (Extra Special Bitter), Christ-

One monthly price includes:


 Signature Freedom Dining program 
 Room service and chef’s pantry
 Social activities & wellness programs


 Weekly housekeeping
 Concierge & valet parking services

Embrace Life!
At Sable Lodge, we offer more than just a 
community—we offer a worry-free lifestyle. 
Our all-inclusive resort living concept 
gives residents time to enjoy life at its best! 
Dine on your time and enjoy fresh Chef-
prepared meals from our scratch kitchen. 
Make new friends, have fun and embrace 
a healthier you!

74 Running Hill Road, South Portland  •  (207)613-1932   •  SableLodgeRetirement.com

Save up to $7,000



THE GREAT LOST BEARTHE GREAT LOST BEAR
80 Beers On Tap
 

Full
Bar

Comfort
Food

540 Forest Avenue Portland, ME  greatlostbear.com

Pedro’sJust imagine. With a margarita.

Open year-round, Lunch & Dinner 12pm-9pm
Happy Hour 3pm-6pm Daily - Closed Sundays

181 Port Road, Kennebunk
207-967-5544  pedrosmaine.com
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mas Ale balances classic English flavors 
with earthy hops and a fruity body. Thank-
fully, the ESB forgoes the addition of spic-
es and other adjuncts that flavor many holi-
day beers—nothing but grain, hops, water 
and yeast.

Forge, 10 percent ABV, a jet black Rus-
sian Imperial Stout, balances its chocolate 
and roast malt flavors with a shot of citrusy 
hops. It’s a smooth-yet-bracing beer fresh, 
but also holds up well to a few years aging 
in a beer cellar. n

imperial Gunner’s daughter Milk stout 
is a new version of the classic gunner’s 
Daughter. With a 10 percent abV, this is a big 
beer and will be available mid-December. 
With notes of dark chocolate and peanut but-
ter, it takes the original gunner’s Daughter (5 
percent abV) up a notch—or two.

dark Matter Mexican donut is as hearty 
of a beer as it gets this winter. brewed with 
doughnuts from the holy Donut, this imperial 
stout reigns in the double digits—10.1 per-
cent abV. 

The Outliers


