
THE

— PARTS CO.  —
OLD HOUSE 

WWW.OLDHOUSEPARTS.COM
P: 207 9851999

1 TRACKSIDE DRIVE, KENNEBUNK, MAINE

RETAIL STORE OPEN 363 DAYS A YEAR



F e b r u a r y / M a r c h  2 0 1 7  9 3 

Fiction
st

a
FF

 il
lu

st
ra

ti
o

n

By John Manderino

a re you going to wear that?” Jill 
asked, brushing her hair, look-
ing at Bob in her dressing ta-

ble mirror.  
“I thought I might,” he said by the closet, 

buttoning. “Why? You don’t like it?”
“Didn’t say that.”
“I can wear something else.”
“That’s entirely up to you.”
“Would you prefer I wore something 

else?”
“Do you like that shirt, Bob?”
“Yes, I do. I like it very much.”
“Then you should wear it.”
“But do you like it.”
“Doesn’t matter.”
“Tell me anyway, just for fun.”
“All right. Just for fun? I don’t like it. I 

think it’s utterly dreadful.”
“You’re kidding.”
“Why would I kid?”
He began unbuttoning it. “Then I’ll wear 

something else.”
“Please don’t.”
“You said it was dreadful.”

“Utterly.”
“All right, then.” He continued unbut-

toning it.
“Please don’t change your shirt for me, 

Bob.”
“Who should I change it for?”
“For yourself.”
“But I like this shirt.”
“Then there’s nothing more to be said.”
Bob hesitated, holding a button. “You’re 

right.” He began buttoning it up again.
Jill watched him in the mirror. “So 

you’re going to wear it?”
“Yes, Jill, I am. I think it’s a terrific-look-

ing shirt.”
“Then you should definitely wear it.”
“I definitely intend to.”
“I can see that.”
“I’m sorry you don’t like it.”
“That doesn’t matter, apparently.”
Bob dropped his hands, one button to 

go. “Jill, that’s not fair. Of course it matters. 
You know that.”

“And yet…” She gestured in the mirror to-
wards the shirt he was nevertheless wearing. 

Bob stood there a moment. Then he be-
gan quickly unbuttoning. “This is ridicu-
lous. I’ll wear another shirt, for God sakes. 
I hate this shirt. It’s a horrible, bitchy, im-
possible shirt and I want nothing more to 
do with it.” He pulled it off and flung it to 
the carpet, then stood there in his T-shirt 
with his hands at his hips, breathing hard. 
“All right? Happy?”

She looked at him in the mirror, sadly. 
“See how you get?” She put an earring on. 

He continued standing there, watch-
ing her put the other one on. Then he said 
quietly, “Jill, will you tell me something, 
please?”

“If I can.”
“What…exactly…do you want from me?”
“You really want to know?”
“I really do.”
“You’re not going to like it,” she warned, 

opening a tube of lipstick.
“Tell me anyway.”
“I want you to be a man, Bob.” She be-

gan coloring her lips.
He stood there nodding, hands at his 
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hips. Then he drew a long breath, calm-
ly picked up the shirt, and began putting 
it on again, speaking warmly. “I remem-
ber the day I bought this shirt. It was rain-
ing, hard. I was passing a men’s store on my 
way to the train and saw it in the window. 
I stopped right there in the rain and said 
to myself, ‘Now, that is one hell of a good-
looking shirt. I want it and I’m gonna have 
it.’ Then I marched straight in and told the 
man, ‘I want that shirt, the one in the win-
dow. Get it for me. Now.’ And you know 
what he said to me, Jill? I’ll never forget.”

“‘Get it yourself’?”
Bob nodded, smiling. “Very good. Very 

funny.”
“I’m sorry.” She was applying eyeliner 

now. “What did the man say, Bob?”
“Never mind.”
“All right.” She drew a line just beneath 

her eye.
“I’ll tell you what he said. And I quote: ‘I 

can see you’re the kind of man who knows 
exactly what he wants.’”

“Those were his words, Bob? His actu-
al words?”

“Words to that effect. The point is, I 
love this shirt. That’s the point I’m trying 
to make here.” He finished buttoning it. “I 
love it and I’m going to wear it.”

“Please don’t?” she said quietly.
He looked at her imploring face in the 

mirror. 
“Bob, please?” she said to him. 
“Oh, honey.” He held out his arms. 

“Come here. Come here.”
She got up and went to him and wept 

against the shirt. “I hate it, Bob. I hate it so 
much.”

He held her. “I know…I know…”
“Tell me you won’t ever wear it.”
“I’ll burn it in the yard, Jill. We’ll dance 

around the flames.”
“Just promise you’ll never wear it.”
“I promise.”
“Thank you.” Sniffling, she began un-

buttoning it for him. “By the way. That sto-
ry you told about buying it?”

“Yeah?”
“You made that up, didn’t you.”
“Some of it.”
“All of it. I bought the shirt, Bob.” She 

finished unbuttoning it and returned to 
her dressing table. “I bought it for you last 
Christmas.”

He said quietly, “Oh, yeah.” 
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“I saw it at Marshall Field’s.” She plucked 
out a Kleenex from the box and began wip-
ing off her runny eyeliner. “I remember 
thinking to myself, ‘Wow. Bob would look 
really good in that. Really…different.’”

He was about to remove the shirt but 
stopped. “From what, Jill? Different from 
what? From Bob?” He stepped up behind 
her. “Is that what you thought? Different 
from Bob?”

S he was reapplying her eyeliner.  
“But I don’t look different, do I. 

I look just the same, the same old 
Bob.” He spread his arms, displaying the 
shirt. “A little different packaging, that’s 
all.” He dropped his arms. “That’s the rea-
son you hate this shirt so much, isn’t it.”

She put her eyeliner pencil away. 
“Isn’t it, Jill.”
“Are we going to dinner or not?” 
“No. I don’t believe we are.”
“We have reservations, Bob.”
“I don’t care.” He placed his hands 

around her neck. 
“What’re you going to do, strangle me 

now?”
He took his hands back. “Sorry.”
“Tell you what. How about this,” she of-

fered. “You go ahead and wear the shirt. 
I sit across from it the entire meal. By the 
time we reach dessert, the shirt is fine. I’m 
fine. You’re fine. We have an after-dinner 
drink, maybe two or three. Get a little tipsy. 
Come home. Have sex. Fall asleep. Get up 
the next morning and go on.” 

“With what.”
She sighed. “With us.”
They stared at one another in the mirror 

for a long time.
“Strangle me, Bob.”
He looked at his watch. “If we’re going, 

Jill, we should go.”
“What’s the time?”
“Quarter till.”
She grabbed her purse and got up, then 

stood there looking at him.  
“What,” he said. 
“Are you going to at least button the 

thing?”
He did so, as they left together. n

John Manderino’s latest fiction collection is But You Scared Me 
the Most (Chicago Review Press, $14.99). He is currently 
finishing a novel titled Bopper’s Progress. He lives in Scarbor-
ough and can be found at johnmanderino.com. 
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Peaks Island taxI 
fundraIser at flatbread 
1. Marjorie Phyfe, bill Oliver, 
norm Proulx 2. tommy 
Marston, emile Olins, barak 
Olins, Matt Marston  
3. timothy Wyant, Claudine 
Weatherford 4. art astarita, 
fred bragdon, Margaret 
bragdon, Peg astarita 5.rosa 
deJong, Ja noah bailin

Mark MarChesI’s “evangelIne: a MOdern tale Of aCadIa” 
at PhOPa gallery 1. andrea Mabee, Carole fonde 2. ben Williamson, Jack 
Milton 3. Penny Marchesi, Izzy Marchesi, Mark Marchesi, Michelle bolduc, 
John eide 4. Jon edwards, ella davies hudson, rachel Mcdonald

1 2

3 4

allagash hOPPy table beer 
launCh at bull feeney’s 
1. Matt West, Zach Weissner 
2. nick toole, Corinne 
O’Conner 3. keith, denise, 
& brett Meiler, victoria fura 
4. kristen demergian, eric 
Meader 5. karri diomede, 
sean sullivan

grand OPenIng Of neW 
CreatIve POrtland OffICe 
1. sandra bogdonoff, dinah Minot, 
Whip hubley, Christopher danse 
2. barry sheff, Patrick Costin, lodrys 
gomez 3. tim & debra honey, 
Chellie Pingree 4. Polly nichols, 
rachael harkness, eric hopkins  
5. fiona Mason, Patty howells
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No two of us are alike.
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the essence of  a person’s life in a single ceremony.
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InnAtCuckoldsLighthouse.com

The Cuckolds is a unique  
experience, an historic,  

offshore 1892 Lighthouse, now 
transformed into an elegant 
Inn, described by guests as  

“SPECTACULAR,  
BREATHTAKING…”  

“A FAIRY TALE ESCAPE…”  
“THE ULTIMATE MAINE 
COAST EXPERIENCE…”
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Luxury Cottages with Free Golf
Experience the vacation of a lifetime with our exclusive selection of the finest cottages  
in the Boothbay Harbor Region. Enjoy breathtaking views of the ocean or the golf course. 
These cottages are designed around the comfort and enjoyment of our guests with  
amenities like luxury linens and fine furniture. Come stay at our 5 star cottages and  
play the best golf course in Maine for free. 


