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BOLD DESIGN

THE BEAUTY OF THE ARTIFACTS COLLECTION LIES IN ITS TIMELESS STYLING.
FROM CASUAL TO FORMAL, ARTIFACTS IS AT HOME IN ANY DECOR.

SPRITZO

pritzo is a boutique kitchen and bathroom

showroom that boasts a great selection of
toilets, sinks, showers, and faucets. The Spritzo team
works with homeowners and industry professionals
to build bathrooms and kitchens that are comfortable
and compatible with your lifestyle. Stop by Spritzo to
experience the most updated products and displays
to complete your dream bathroom and kitchen.
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of the Mystery Meat Sandwiches

or The Secret of the Old Picnic Basket

ANCY DREW AND HER CHUMS, Bess
N and George, clambered out of the

blue roadster. Bess’ eyes sparkled.
George’s eyes twinkled.

“Let’s go!” Nancy exclaimed exclamato-
rily with an exclamation point.

Togo the terrier leapt excitedly into Nan-
cy’s friendly arms.

“Hypers,” George, age 16, said, chuckling,

Suddenly Bess, eyelids fluttering, eager-
ly grabbed the picnic basket from the road-
ster. “We are going on a picnic. Hurray,”
Bess said with a giggle which is more diffi-
cult than you might think especially if it is
a simultaneous action.

“Party picnic, party picnic,” Bess hissed.

“Ijust love picnics, don’t you?” George
asked, chuckling.

“Ido, 1do,” Bess replied, smiling.

The chums started down the grassy path,
Bess swinging the picnic basket carelessly.
Bess, blonde and plump, smiled happily at
George who walked happily beside her, slen-
der, dark, short-haired, a tomboy.

Our young sleuth, with blonde hair with
reddish highlights, did not care that George
was a lesbian, a butch lesbian. She, George,
and Bess were chums and cousins besides.
And Nancy had a boyfriend, Ned Nicker-
son, a tall, good-looking, athletic young
man, 62", with dark hair and brown eyes.
His eyes also sparkled. Ned was not with
them on the picnic.

When Ned was not in school he lived
with his parents, James and Edith in Ma-
pleton. He sold insurance in the summer. It
was summer.

A scream pierced the night. This was sur-
prising because it was day, but something had
to happen soon because this was a mystery.

Bess froze in horror. “Who screamed?”
she asked fitfully. Nancy furrowed her
brow. George answered fearfully, “Hypers,
I don’t know.”

Nancy’s heart pounded. “Keep walking,”
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she ordered tersely. “Head for the old oak tree.
On the hill we can be on the lookout for clues.”

Bess whimpered fearfully, but the three
chums kept walking toward the old oak tree.
Togo the terrier tailed them tinily. His eyes
also sparkled.

“Will we still have a picnic?” Bess wailed
nervously.

“Thope so,” George declared kindly.

“Keep walking,” Nancy murmured
dreamily.

The three chums climbed the hill. Togo
ran merrily with them. His eyes still spar-
kled. (What did he know? He was a dog.)

At the top of the hill, Bess set the pic-
nic basket down with a giggle. (Who knows
why?) Nancy looked around. Sleuths always
look around. They're sleuths.

Bess opened the picnic basket. She spread
out the cloth. She removed the food and gai-
ly checkered napkins from the basket and set
them out on the cloth. “Are you ready to eat,”
she asked plumply.

“Tam,” George replied. She sat down next
to Bess.

“T'll keep watch,” Nancy said. She had to;
you know why.

Bess ate her sandwich. George ate her
sandwich. “What kind of sandwich is this?”
George demanded.

“I don’t know,” Nancy replied.

Nancy did not pack the picnic basket.
Hannah Gruen, housekeeper to blue-eyed
Carson Drew, attorney, since Nancy’s moth-
er died when Nancy was ten (or three it de-
pends upon the version; Carolyn Keene had
multiple personality disorder ), packed the
picnic basket.

The young sleuth removed a sandwich
from the basket. She peeled it apart. She
sniffed the mystery meat. “Hmm,” she ex-
plained. “Itis not chicken salad. It is not tu-
na fish. It is not red herring, It is not deviled
ham. It,” she declared, “is a mystery.”

Bess noisily ate her mystery sandwich.

George put hers back in Hannah'’s basket.

“I wish that Ned Nickerson were here,”
Nancy said, “so we could picnic on angel
cake and fruit juice, our favorite snack.”

Ned Nickerson, who attended Emerson
College (not the writing program one) and was
two years older than Nancy, was not there.

A scream rang out. A violent storm ap-
proached the hill.

“Look out,” Nancy called. “Take shelter
under the old oak”

“I'm a wreck,” Bess said, quavering.

The chums leaned against the trunk of the
tree. The violent storm passed.

“Who or what was that?” George asked
queerly.

“I don’t know...yet,” Nancy replied.

She wished Ned Nickerson were there. He
spoke Cantonese. He lived in Hong Kong
on college exchange. He maybe was in

the U.S. Intelligence Service. A member
of Omega Chi Epsilon fraternity with his
friends Burt Eddleton and Dane Evans, he
could help Nancy Drew solve the mystery.

Bess walked forward to get another
sandwich. “Hey,” she demanded. “Where
are the sandwiches?”

Nancy looked around. Where
were the sandwiches?

“Hey,” Bess demanded. “Where
is the picnic basket?”

Where was the picnic
basket? o !
“And where,” Bess demand- \ ”
ed, “are the gaily colored check- \1 |,’|:'_
ered napkins?” .

Where were the gaily colored
checkered napkins?

And where was Togo?

Vanished. m

Can Nancy solve the mystery? Find outonline at
bit.ly/PMonthlyFictionJoanConnorPt2. Joan Connorisa
professorat Ohio University. She has published four
collections of short stories and a collection of essays.
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PORTLAND POTTERY SHOW

1. Alex Morse, Dunia Khudairi,
Lori Watts 2. Brittany Quirk, Avril
Williams 3. Mike Barden, Mark
Sanborn 4. Lucy Adolphson, Lana
Wheeler, Chris Cooper, Linnea
Cooper, Tara Price 5. Mark McCaf-
ferty, Anita McCafferty

SEAN ALONZO HARRIS OPENING AT PHOPA
1. Ales Rheault, Joe Dellavalle, Dinah Minot, Daniel Minter,
Sean Alonzo Harris, Dan Kany

PORTLAND HARBOR
HOTEL ICE BAR 1. Colton
Jordan, Rachel Johnson
2. Meghan Carey, Gerard 2
Kiladjian 3. Tony Coimbra, [ "5
Maria Ferri, Jim Ferri )

PORTLAND FOOD COUNCIL
ANNUAL MEETING 1. Maurice
Leavitt, Joshua Edgcombe

2. Rebecca Van Damm, Meg
Quinn, Sandy Gilbreath 3. Mary
Berguin, Allison Berguin

4. Christina Lindsay, Hannah
Coon 5. Kayla Jones, Kathryn
Sargent, Haley Richardson

4 Peters Brook Drive |

DIGITAL D

If you're vacationing to a remote location or simply steering
clear of your inbox for a weekend, you might have thought
about grabbing a magazine or three. Studies have shown that
readers both retain information and recognize branding through
printed material much more than through digital media. Plus,
you never have to worry about forgetting a power cord.

Cummings Printing is a third-generation family-owned
company specializing in printing high-quality, short-run
publications. At each phase of the print process, we provide
a human-touch that is unmatched by the competition. Let us
help you create a publication your readers can escape with.

P.O. Box 16495 | Hooksett, NH 03106-6495 | 800-647-0035

http://www.facebook.com/CummingsPrinting @CummingsPrint info@cummingsprinting.com

C 1
Publication Printers Since 1914 g

cummingsprinting.com
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A beautiful space created just for you!

Walkways & Steps

We can create a stunning entrance to your home
or business with a walkway or custom-built steps.

AT TR

Walkways e Retaining Walls e Stone Walls e Flower Beds ¢ Driveways ® Ponds & Waterfalls e Patios and More!

Jaiden Landscaping, Inc. is a landscaping design and construction firm that
specializes in creating a unique outdoor living area for our residential and
commercial clients in Central and Southern Maine. We offer a full range of

state-of-the-art landscaping creation, construction, and maintenance services.
For many years Jaiden Landscaping, Inc. has offered creative landscaping

5 Year Warranty on all walkway, patio, and solutions that are not only aesthetically pleasing, but functional as well.
driveway installations

Unsurpassed Services & Quality

Commercial — Residential
(207) 353-7996 e (207) 751-4313

‘l‘\.
jon@jaidenlandscaping.com IQPI: X
www.jaidenlandscaping.com
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Life s
complicated.
We're here to help.

We know Local

We know Wealth

We know Investing

We know Trusts

We know Estates

We know Retirement
We know Family

We know Businesses
We know Philanthropy
We know Solutions

People’s United’
————— Wealth Management

DISCOVER WHAT KNOW-HOW CAN DO.

LET'S TALK
@& WWW.PEOPLES.COM/INSIGHTS
09 WEALTHMANAGEMENT@PEOPLES.COM
0 1.207.828.3104

Investments and Assets held in a fiduciary account are not deposits, or other obligations, are not guaranteed by People’s United Bank, N.A,,
are not insured by the FDIC, by any other government agency, or by People’s United Bank, or any of its affiliates, and may lose value.



