Yarmouth, ME (207) 846-9050
YarmouthBoatYard.com
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Full Service Marinas offering New and Pre-Enjoyed Boats
* Parts x Service * Slips * Rentals

Naples, ME (207) 693-6264
MooseLandingMarina.com
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BY COLIN W. SARGENT

n the Endangered List: the crown jewel of Portland Harbor,

Fort Gorges, “modeled after Fort Sumter in Charleston,

South Carolina,” according to Greater Portland Landmarks.
What a difference a little geography makes.

Consider the resumes of the two look-a-like forts. The Civil War actually started at Fort
Sumter. In Charleston Harbor, the Union was coming apart at the seams. On December 20,
yrmoe poad FIRUTEE 1860, Union army major Robert Anderson had no choice but to relocate his command of 85
TOOIECE WISACTR Fi y NS soldiers from Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island to Fort Sumter
. in the center of the harbor to guarantee their safety. The view
was extraordinary, but they were stuck out there for months,
with dwindling supplies. According to Civilwar.org, “Just after
the inauguration of President Abraham Lincoln on March 4,
1861, Anderson reported that he had only a six-week supply of
food left in the fort and Confederate patience for a foreign force

in its territory was wearing thin.”

Something had to give.

“On Thursday, April 11, 1861, Confederate Brig. Gen. P.G.T.
Beauregard dispatched aides to Maj. Anderson to demand the
fort’s surrender. Anderson [who had once taught Beauregard at
West Point] refused. The next morning, at 4:30 a.m., Confeder-
ate batteries opened fire on Fort Sumter and continued for 34

hours. The Civil War had begun!”
Fort Sumpter earned acting credits in the movie Glory
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NEW ENGLAND'’S TRUSTED APPRAISAL & AUCTION PROFESSIONALS

“We inherited family heirlooms, and

we don’t know what they’re worth..

Find out what your
treasures are worth.

e FREE APPRAISAL TUESDAYS
10:00 AM-NOON & 1:30-4:00 PM

e SEND US A PHOTO
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS

Fat = Faberge Silver Caviar
ATV Presentoir sold for $28,750
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ALWAYS ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

51 ATLANTIC HIGHWAY (US ROUTE 1), | THOMASTON, MAINE - 207.354.8141

. That'Garden ‘ 865-G005

Authentic Thai Cooking

Dine In - Take-Out
Open 7 Days A Week
Lunch & Dinner - Beer & Wine

Monday-Saturday 11am-9pm
Sunday 4pm-9pm

Spice Levels
1 Star: Coward
2 Stars: Careful
3 Stars: Adventurous
4 Stars: Native
5 Stars: Showoff

491 US Route One, Freeport, Maine
1/2 mile south of Exit 20 (Across from Comfort Suite)
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ISN'T THAT...

(though history buffs delight in pointing
out that Hollywood put the Atlantic Ocean
on the wrong side of the camera). Consid-
er this comment: “Just pulled Glory off the
shelf and watched it this week. After pulling
out the maps, I was confused about the mov-
ie’s orientation of the siege. Hollywood, why
did you mess this up!? Why didn’t they just
cut and flip that part of the film reel? I was so
frustrated, I actually pulled along mirror out
of my closet and set it up to watch the siege in
the correct direction. Much more realistic.”
(Would the selfie he likely snapped while
doing this have undone the effect?)

Which makes the strikingly silent career
of Fort Gorges, Fort Sumter’s northern
counterpart, all the more extraordinary.
Built of granite (Sumter is brick) from 1859
to 1865 and attacked only by gulls, Fort
Gorges is “the still center of the spinning
world.” After World War II, Navy subma-
rine cables were stored inside without fan-
fare. Spectacularly, nothing continued to
happen after that. In 1960, the government
gave up the ghost and deeded it to the City of
Portland, which continues to own it today.

ith time its only enemy, here’s
the assessment as Landmarks
sees it: “Threat: Rapid Property

Deterioration Fort Gorges has become over-
grown with vegetation and shows signs of
masonry deterioration. Lack of maintenance
and investment in masonry repair, lack of a
long-term preservation plan, and its location
in a harsh marine environment battered by
wind and weather, will continue to compro-
mise the structural integrity of the brick and
granite masonry and overall preservation
of the structure. While citizens have shown
some initial interest in forming a Friends of
Fort Gorges group, the scale, lack of access,
and large financial needs of the fort create
tremendous challenges to its preservation.”

Earlier this year, the City of Portland
announced a “public/private partnership”
with the Army Corps of Engineers and the
non-profit Friends of Fort Gorges. The Army
Corps will begin “hazard mitigation” on the
site this year, using federal funds available
for the purpose of restoring former defense
sites. And the Maine Historic Preservation
Commission has given the city a $20,000
grant to fund a master plan for future work.

Maybe after all, Fort Gorges is our good-
luck charm. The best forts are those where
re-enactors don’t get to do anything but
play solitaire. m
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VISIT THE STORE
. ® FRESHWATER & SALTWATER FISH
-":’ ® CORAL ° REEF TANK
~*eUNIQUE RAIN FOREST POND
® AQUATIC PLANTS

5% CONSULTATION

WAquarium Science Graduates on Staff
¢ Freshwater Specialist
o Saltwater Spemallst

- =

s o
o |NSTALLATION
+We have all the tools & materials™
~ to set up the perfect aquarium in
your home or ofﬁce

- MAINTE NAN CE
. Cleamng services available!%,
WS EN. ¢ Water quality testing -
== Leave the pet-sitting to us!
e Moving services

¢ Tank filling

(207) 887-4141 ® easy-aquariums.com
MON-SAT 10AM-7PM SUN 11AM-4PM
Questions: info@easy-aquariums.com

664 Main St., Gorham

“A lake...is the earth’s eye.”

Henry David Thoreau

See it aboard the Katahdin.

Katahdin Cruises on Moosehead Lake

Sailing late June thru Columbus Day, Closed Sun. & Mon.
Tel: (207) 695-2716  Fax: (207) 695-2367
PO Box 1151 Greenville, ME 04441

www.katahdincruises.com

ALUMINUM DOCKS, BOAT LIFTS AND SWIM RAFTS | COMPLETE INSTALLATION SERVICE AVAILABLE | 15 YEAR WARRANTY | FACTORY DIRECT PRICING | FREE DELIVERY*

lumber Compang

YOUR DESIGN. OUR COMMITMENT.

Choose Your ShoreMaster Dock System.

(reate your perfect waters edge experience

with the most user-friendly dock systems on
the market. ShoreMaster dock systems
provide exceptional stability and versatile
configuration options, plus features like
5-sided dock legs, QuickConnect™ and welded
frames. They're the perfect customizable

solution for your waterfront. &8

hammondlumber.com
Toll-free 1-866-HAMMOND DI STRl BUTOR

AUBURN - BANGOR - BELGRADE - BOOTHBAY HARBOR
BRUNSWICK - DAMARISCOTTA » FAIRFIELD - FARMINGTON ¢z /% COUNTRY
GREENVILLE + PEMAQUID - PORTLAND - SKOWHEGAN « WILTON

*In our normal delivery areas. Delivery charge may be applied to outlying areas.
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