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Celebrate exceptional
beer, wine + spirits and
locally-grown, world-class
food from Maine’s top talent.
All on Portland’s waterfront.
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JILL BLACKWOOD

The charter yacht Carolina, above, comes to Portland regularly. She gets a look-see here
from tourists aboard Portland Schooner Company’s Bagheera (left) and Wendameen as
they pass Cushing Island.

Clockwise from above left: Lady Sandals, 135 feet, passes Peaks Island. The Bristol (UK)
Post on the web reports she’s owned by “Gordon ‘Butch’ Stewart, the owner of Sandals Re-
sorts International [and] reportedly [once] owned by the actor Nicolas Cage.” The 153-foot
Argyll charters starting at $150,000 per week. She holds 117,600 gallons of fuel; at about
$4.50 per gallon of diesel, that’s a pricey fill-up! Her owner is John E. Bahen, former CEQ of
the Canadian construction firm Kiewit, now a major benefactor of the University of Toronto.
The 110-foot Spring Time zips past Ram Island Light.

PASSIONS

She catches superyachts: Not
many slip past Jill Blackwood
without being snapped.

STORY & PHOTOS BY JILL BLACKWOOD

eet Jill Blackwood of South Portland. The retired

former principal of the Portland’s Riverton Ele-

mentary School photographs and catalogs vis-

iting watercraft passing her house on their way
north into Portland. She’s a hobby photographer with a hawk eye
and a healthy streak of curiosity-think Jimmy Stewart, keeping
an eye on things with his camera in Rear Window...

I live in the Loveitts Field neighborhood. It’s on the ship
channel, about halfway between Spring Point Light and
Portland Head Light. I take pictures from our patio. You can
see the entrance to Whitehead Passage between Peaks and
Cushing islands.

I use my husband’s Canon EOS 5D MarkII with a Canon L
lens, 100-400mm zoom. I don’t use a tripod, but I have to lean
against the door jamb to steady my arm. We leave the camera
on the dining room table at the ready. Not just for yachts, but for
anything interesting that passes by here-the Google barge, the
tankers, a dog on a stand-up paddle board, a baby on a lobster
boat, the cruise ships...and the ever-changing sky over the bay.
I grew up in the middle of New Jersey, and I am still awestruck
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PASSIONS

Casting a lookout: Jill Blackwood hoists a mighty tele-
photo lens on her patio steps in South Portland, where
she has a ringside seat to shipping traffic heading into
Portland. “My husband’s parents built this house on
the site of the former Cloyester Hotel, which catered to
Canadian dowagers, wealthy widows. By 1969 it had
become derelict and was torn down.” Inset, below: Its
aura lost, the Google barge skulks out of town in August.

every day by Maine’s beauty.

Once I retired and was around the house
more often to see the ships that pass, I asked
myself, Who are all these people, who can af-
ford these enormous yachts? And then I got
hooked on looking the yachts up on the
web. It takes about 30 seconds to find all the
info you’d ever want on the ship itself (deck
plans, stats, tours of the interior, ports of
call), but it’s a cyber-sleuthing game to find
the owner.

“Who are all these
people who can
afford these
enormous yachts?"

I photographed the 129-foot Patti Lou
flying a Cayman Islands flag passing Cush-
ing Island. Checking online, I learned the
boat spent two months in Baltimore before
coming to New England.

Then an article in the Baltimore Sun sur-
faced on my screen. It was a hoot-they de-
scribed trying to find the name of the own-
er of Patti Lou and made the discovery that
the Eastern Caribbean island of St. Vincent
makes a revenue source out of revealing
yacht owners’ names for the price of $100,
which the Sun paid!

The owner is listed as Michael A. Guer-
rieri, 71, trustee of a revocable trust and
husband of Patricia “Patti Lou” Guerrieri.
And who is he? He’s a former chicken mag-
nate from the Eastern Shore. For decades,
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the Guerrieris owned Showell Farms, at
one time the country’s tenth-largest poul- (207) 797-7]00
try operation, processing nearly three mil-
lion chickens a week. Its roasters sold un-
der the Cookin’ Good brand name. In
1995, Perdue Farms bought out its small-
er rival. The price was never disclosed, but
that sale likely helped turn a chicken farm-
et nto s mega-yachisman MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM
There are some huge yachts out there on
Casco Bay that I see on the live online map
of ship traffic. I missed the biggest one this
summer, the Archimedes, which was at Di-
Millo’s, because it entered and left the har-
bor by a northern route. I have photos from
other years. The largest thus far has been
David Geffen’s 453-foot Rising Sun. m

. A
Year-round enjoyment! 4« # . * .

m Daily lighthouse/nature cruises thru Oct. 19
B Bath Iron Works Story trolley tour thru Oct. 11
B New Blacksmith Shop Exhibit
m Shaker Box Making Workshop, Oct. 15 & 16
B Bob Zentz Concert, Oct 16
B New Exhibit— Ocean Bound: Three Centuries of Library Treasures— Opens Nov. 15

MAINE
MUSEUM

243 Washington Street - Bath, Maine - 207-443-1316 - www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

Patty Lou comes to town.
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