
Hooray! Summer is here and the crew at Richard P. Waltz is

ready to ship out their services to you!

For all your plumbing, heating  and air conditioning needs, 
the only name you need to know!

24/7 Emergency Services

(207) 772 -2801 | info@richardpwaltz.com

Established 1936 | Family Owned & Operated | 3rd Generation

RICHARD P. WALTZ
P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g  C o .  I n c .
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RICHARD P. WALTZ
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The Prisoners 
of Cranberry

Rules are everywhere–no matter how far you go into the Atlantic.

By Colin W. saRgent

Ever dream of getting away from it all? “From the air, Fish 
Point looks like an Eric Hopkins painting,” says Story Li-
tchfield of her unusual $1.595M listing, a 30-minute ferry 

ride southwest of Mt. Desert. What’s so unusual about it? It’s what 
you can and can’t do here as you enjoy the isolation of this .9-acre 
remote lot near the extreme sandy hook on the wild end of Great 
Cranberry Island. 

Feel like swimming? Because shallow water warms the beach 
around this remarkable peninsula, it amazes in shades of indigo, 
green, and turquoise. Feel like looking up at the stars? The in-ground 
hot tub will make you and yours feel like the lords of the isle. Would 



MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM
This is Maine. The rest is history.

 Washington Street • Bath, Maine • --

www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

Lighthouse cruises.   Trolley tours.   Historic shipyard.   

Lobstering & the Maine Coast grand opening celebration July 26, 2015.

Courtesy Bowdoin College

Always Accepting Quality Consignments

Fine Art  |  Antiques  |  Decorative Items  |  Jewelry  | Coins  |  Vehicles  | Real Estate

51 Atlantic Highway (US Route 1),  |  Thomaston, Maine • 207.354.8141

Maine’s Best Auction Experience!

ThomastonAuction.com  |  auction@kajav.com

“GREAT AUCTION!  

Fine Art & 
Antiques 
Auction 

Sat. & Sun., 
aug. 29 & 30

We learned 
all about each 
item before we 

bid! A truly 
entertaining 
experience.”

Visit our website 
for all
 upcoming
auctions.
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you like to toast some s’mores in front of the 
popple-stone fireplace? But of course. 

Now, brace yourself. Feel like crack-
ing open a beer with the friendly 
lobstermen, shop owners, island li-

brarians, yachtspeople, and Yankees-fan 
rusticators on the other side of “The Pool,” 
a sheltered cove that separates you from the 
nearby community where the local color 
congregates? It’s not going to happen. You’ll 
only be welcome if you get there by boat. 
Stranger than strange, this property is an is-
land within an island.

Say there’s a community presentation 
of Almost, Maine at the historical society 
and you walk in. Would someone whis-
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per guardedly as you took your seat, “Great 
to see you folks. Finestkind. By the way, 
where’d you tie up?” 

Would eyebrows be raised at a Ladies Aid 
meeting, in Whale’s Rib Gifts & Gallery, or at 
Hitty’s or Sea Wich Cafe? We’re guessing yes.

True or no, this explains why the nim-
bly written rental description of this truly 
majestic Fish Point property (for $2,200 to 
$3,200 per week) reads, “Cranberry Island’s 
general store, gift shop, lunch cafe, and oth-
er attractions are just a boat ride away.” 
(Italics ours.) 

Let’s be clear, though. You are fore-
warned. Story Litchfield, responsible and 
straightforward, makes this unusual sit-



Kennebunkport
Marina

207.967.3411

67 Ocean Avenue
Kennebunkport

Maine
04046

kennebunkportmarina.com

Our master marine mechanic
is now operating 

– right here on the river!

We’re a full-service marina that boasts a 
mechanic with 20 + years’ experience, 

a Mercruiser Master Certifi cate 
and a host of other engine 

manufacturing certifi cations.

Also featuring:
Powerboat, Kayak and Canoe Rentals

Mercury & Yamaha Sales & Service

Casco Bay Lines offers scenic cruises to the islands off Portland’s 
shore–choices range from a family outing to a romantic dinner 
get-away. Bring your bike, kayak, or walking shoes. Explore the 

islands. There truly is something for everybody!

Owned and operated by the Casco Bay Island Transit District

Casco Bay Ferry Terminal
56 Commercial Street • Portland, Maine • 207-774-7871

Visit www.cascobaylines.com/portlandmagoffer 
to download a money saving coupon.

Choose an adventure to fi t your style.
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uation understood up front. “The prop-
erty surrounding the lot is in conserva-
tion with Maine Coast Heritage Trust 
[with a further private lot blocking the fi-
nal approach across a natural causeway to 
town], so that’s what sort of makes this like 
an island, because you can’t really drive 
through there, so your access is going to be 
by boat. Just like it would be if you were on 
an island.” During the construction phase, 
“they [sellers Chris and Bonnie Nash] used 
the road, and they had to drive trucks over 
what’s basically a berm, but now they don’t 
have permission…”

During a telephone interview, neigh-
bor Robert Murch, the industrial exec 
and venture capitalist who owns the land 
they’d have to cross to get to town, says 
permission was never given. “Nash came 
to us when he wanted to buy it and asked 
for permission to cross over…we said no. 
He asked Bangor Hydro to run power; we 
told them no. In our absence during the 
winter, Nash just kind of went through 



Portland Magazine Summer Guide 2015

123 Ocean Ave., Kennebunkport
207-967-8640

small important 
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Portland Magazine July-August 2015
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EXCHANGE STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE
207.761.4432
Custom designs are our specialty

f o l i a j e w e l r y . c o m
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with heavy equipment and made it more of 
a roadway. So then we took it to court and 
both the county court in Ellsworth and the 
Supreme Court of the State of Maine ruled 
he did not have access to where the main 
road was to Greater Cranberry.”

But what if new buyers found themselves 
innocently touring the protected wilder-
ness…and then made a break for it?

“They have permission to go over the 
whole Maine Coast Heritage Trust area,” 
Litchfield says. “But they do not have per-
mission to go across that causeway-like lot. 
That’s what prevents them from going to 
town by golf cart or something.



Open 10-5
Mon-Sat

355 Main St.
Yarmouth village

(207) 846-8006

shop online at

maine’s neighborhood bookstore

All of our nannies and sitters have been through 
our extensive application and screening process.

• Full Time/Part Time Nannies
• Hotel Babysitters
• Emergency/On-Call Services
• Babysitting List Subscription
• Temporary Nannies
• Newborn Nannies
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“If a new owner makes friends with [Mr. 
Murch], who has the lot at the bottleneck, it 
would be a different situation.” 

So just how strong are your persuasion 
skills? Because in spite of the obstacles, this 
house is worth the trouble–a rare prize. 
“The front on the water side is classic; there’s 
more of a sense of unusual angles and gables 
on the sides. 

“The view keeps going round and round. 
That sandy point, Fish Point, it’s like a sea 
berm that’s all stone and sand. Over the 
years, it was created by wave action.”

The 2001 structure, with knotty-pine 
built-ins and casually opulent interiors, has 
Deer Isle granite counters in the kitchen, 
and a stainless Viking range.

“The dock is 150 feet long. We have 
to be a little bit careful because it’s very 
shallow there. It’s a three bedroom 
house, but there’s a sleeping porch and 
loft spaces. The seller said it’s four bed-
rooms, but I asked, ‘Is your septic sys-
tem for four bedrooms,’ and he said ‘No,’ 
so it’s a three-bedroom house.” On an is-
land, on an island.  n



Halcyon Yarn

Yarn • Fiber
Classes • Kits

Books • Patterns
Tools • Equipment

12 School St. Bath, Maine • Open 7 days a week!
halcyonyarn.com • 800-341-0282
Not your usual yarn store.. .
Inspiring f iber ar tists with friendly ser vice
and a fabulous selection, since 1971!

Casual ElEganCE in Portland’s WEst End FEaturing:
-upstairs private dining room for groups of 10-50, with cathedral ceilings and expansive views of Casco Bay.

-Happy Hour at the bar tue-sat 5pm-7pm  $5 appetizer specials & $5 drink specials

  tuEs-tHurs 5:00P-10:00P | Fri-sat 5:00P-11:00P | sunday BrunCH 10:00 - 3:00P

231 york st. Portland, MainE  |  207-747-4166 outliErsEatEry.CoM

-upstairs private dining room for groups of 10-50, with cathedral ceilings and expansive views of Casco Bay.

231 YORK ST. PORTLAND, MAINE
TUES-SAT  5:00P -11:00P | SUNDAY BRUNCH 10:00A - 3:00P
207-747-4166 OUTLIERSEATERY.COM
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