
Joy
Joy is the only cold molded Great 

Harbor 26 built personally by Hank Hinckley. 
She is a cabin sloop that can sleep 

four with classic lines above water and a 
modern fi n keel. She’s easily loaded on a 

trailer with a lift keel and removable rudder 
cassette. Finished with gorgeous

mahogany, no other vessel afl oat built to 
these standards can match Joy’s price of 

$95,000.

See an interview with Joy’s builder at: 
youtube.com/watch?v=nWYFpxGOxVU

or contact Bob Pooler at 207-244-5531 
to see her for yourself.

BROKERAGE: bpooler@hinckleyyachts.com | SERVICE: servicewh@hinckleyyachts.com
130 Shore Road, Southwest Harbor, ME 04679 | 207-244-5531 | HINCKLEYYACHTS.COM
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Fit For a

excuse me, your majesty King mohammed Vi,  
amir al-muminin (commander of the faithful). 
isn’t that our yacht?

King
by  co l i n  W.  s a r g e n t
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Emirates,”according to the international 
blogsite forummarine.forumactif.com. 

The yacht is significant because she’s one 
of the first pleasure schooners of her type 
ever to boast a steel hull.

With the help of Sen. Collins’s office, we’re 
navigating some diplomatic straits and hope 
to catch up with His Royal Highness to ask 
him how the old girl sails. Stay tuned. 

Says Sen. Collins: “From the great sailing 
vessels of the past to the most advanced war-
ships of today, ‘Bath Built is Best Built.’ The 
long, 83-year life of the schooner Black Douglas 
and her fascinating career demonstrate that 
those words are not merely a slogan, but an 

Clockwise from top left: Dining is for-
mal aboard El Boughaz I; tied up in Cas-
ablanca harbor with the Grand Mosque 
of Hassan II towering above; wood pan-
eling surrounds the salon;  the snazzy 
Maine yacht has been spotted tooling 
around such Mediterranean hot spots as 
Nice and Marseilles; sink into the cush-
ions for breakfast on the aft deck; His 
Royal Highness King Mohammed VI of 
Morocco and bride Princess Lalla Salma. 

ongoing commitment to excellence by the 
skilled men and women of Bath Iron Works.” 

King Mohammed VI was named the 
“Heir Apparent and Crown Prince” at birth, 
according to royalark.net. Mohammed 
“attended Mohammed V University at 
Agdal, achieving a bachelor’s in law in 
1985,” as the Embassy of the Kingdom of 
Morocco’s online site reports. “In 1988, he 
gained a Diplome d’Etudes Approfondies in 
public law,” with further study in Brussels, 
Belgium. Next stop, the south coast of France, 
where “he was graduated from the French 
University of Nice Sophia Antipolis with a 
Ph.D. in law in October 1993...He was given 

Most of the ghostly society yachts 
built by Bath Iron Works in the 
1920s and 1930s have been sum-

marily sunk, scuttled, scrapped, smelted, or 
smashed to smithereens.  

Most.
An extraordinary exception–a royal sur-

prise–is owned and operated by a king.
The luxury 53-meter staysail schooner 

formerly known as Black Douglas, built 
in 1930 for the great-grandson of John A. 
Roebling, designer of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
has surfaced out of obscurity and is now the 
toast of the Mediterranean as the Royal Yacht 
of His Royal Highness, King Mohammed VI 
of Morocco, dubbed “The Cool King” by 
Time Magazine.

Registered in the Cayman Islands, home-
ported in Nice, and named El Boughaz I, 
which refers to the eastern Alexandrian por-
tal to the Mediterranean, she was a wedding 
present to King Mohammed from “the Fire 
Sheikh Zayed, president of the United Arab 
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Have the day off? No plans? Why not take a day trip to Boston! For 
only $32  for a same day ticket you can sit back and let us do the 
driving. We will take you straight to South Station in the heart of 

Boston. From there, it’s up to you - where the possibilities are endless...

Purchase your ticket online at concordcoachlines.com.
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puppet: As a United States Navy patrol yacht in 
1942, her graceful hull was hardly threatening, 
though she was outfitted with four .50 cal guns.

pauper: Dismasted by the Navy, by the time she 
made it through the war and two tours with U.S. 
Fisheries, she was a shadow of her former self. 

pirate: Whisked away to the Caribbean, she 
spent eight years picking the coral reefs looking 
for pirate treasure.

poet: One of the first luxury sail yacht designs 
ever created with an all-steel hull, at her best she 
is poetry in motion.

pawn: Her short-lived career in education end-
ed when the floating university she worked for 
went out of business.

King: What a royal dénouement–to end up as the 
state yacht for King Mohammed IV of Morocco.

the title of Major General on July 12, 1994.”
Royalark.net confirms “on July 23, 1999, 

he succeeded his father, Hassan II, as King of 
Morocco...Mohammed is married to Salma 
Bennani (H.R.H. Princess Lalla Salma) as of 
March 21, 2002.”

The BBC fills in the family: “They have 
two children together, Crown Prince Moulay 
Hassan (b. 2003) and Princess Lalla Khadija 
(b. 2007).”

At 10 and 6, the young brother and sister 
must love the breeze El Boughaz I kicks up as 
she races around the Med.

Reconditioned to the moon in a manner 
appropriate to the King of Morocco, this 

cool schooner has been seen hanging out 
in Marseilles and other tropical points of 
interest in the Mediterranean along the Côte 
d’Azur, according to NavSource. (Maybe 
BIW should also adopt the motto, “Build 
Locally, Sail Globally.”)

What a fantastic advertisement for Made 
in Maine–a ship fit for a king.

At press time, NavSource reports she’s 
for sale: “$7 million to $8 million.” n

>> For more history about this yacht, see our related story 
“Sophisticated Ladies,” p. 77. Photos: visit www.portland-
monthly.com/portmag/2013/07/fit-for-a-king-extras.


