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Find your lost horizon 
by checking in at one of 
these 4 lighthouse inns.

Lighthouse 
Overnight House

By claire Z. cramer

Whitehead Light: 7 bedrooms, all ensuite. All-inclusive weekend for  
two-$629. Rent the whole place-$4,900/week



1whiteheadlightstation.org, 200-7957
Rates: From $629 per weekend

Whitehead Light
4 3 . 9 7 8 7 °  N ,  6 9 .124 3 °  W
Opened: 1804, automated: 1982

…Now–James looked at the Lighthouse. He 
could see the white-washed rocks; the tower, 
stark and straight; he could see that it was barred 
with black and white; he could see windows in it; 
he could even see washing spread on the rocks to 
dry. So that was the Lighthouse, was it?

No, the other was also the Lighthouse. For 
nothing was simply one thing. The other 
Lighthouse was true too.” –Virginia Woolf, To The Lighthouse, 1927
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W hitehead Light Station is one 
lucky lighthouse. Commis-
sioned in 1803 as the seventh 

oldest lighthouse in the U.S. by President 
Thomas Jefferson, it received a 12-year make-
over starting in 1997 when non-profit Pine 
Island Camp of Belgrade Lakes acquired it 
via the Maine Lights Program. Since 2009, 
the landmark has hosted retreats and enter-
tains guests throughout the year.

Whitehead sits on 11 acres of 70-acre 

“The Lighthouse was then a silvery, misty-looking 
tower with a yellow eye, that opened suddenly, 
and softly in the evening… 



• full line Yamaha outboard
   dealer and service center

• summer sales on Yamaha outboards 
   and Pioneer boat Packages

• boat rentals available to exPlore 
   the beautiful maine coast

www.newmeadowsmarina.com

F R E E P O R T
3 5 3  U S  R T  1

2 0 7 . 8 6 9 . 4 0 0 7
B R U N S W I C K
4 5 0  B a T h  R O a d

2 0 7 . 4 4 3 . 6 2 7 7

For fees, ferry times, reservations 
and more information visit:

www.maine.gov/swanisland  or  www.facebook.com/swan-
islandwma

· 10 miles of hiking trails
· Campground with 10 Adirondack shelters
· Watchable wildlife
· Island tours
· Kids fishing only pond
· 5-7 foot freshwater tides
· Self-access for canoes and kayaks
· Picnic shelter
· Educational center for school groups
· Weekly events through the summer and fall
· On the National Register of Historic Places
· Historical homes and sites
· Self-guided interpretive tour

Swan Island, at the head of Merrymeeting Bay in the Kennebec River, 
welcomes hikers, campers, birders and explorers to its shores for an unforgettable

Maine experience. Swan Island’s attraction is the unique combination
of gorgeous scenery, wildlife, and history. Located only 20 minutes south of the capitol

city of Augusta in Richmond, it is a quaint agricultural landscape where time
seems to stand still. Call today to make a reservation for the daily ferry!

For fees, ferry times, reservations 
and more information visit:

www.maine.gov/swanisland
www.facebook.com/swanislandwma

applied Mindfulness is one of several escape  
packages scheduled at Whitehead Light Station.
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Whitehead Island off Spruce Head, three 
miles northeast of Tenants Harbor. “The 
innkeeper’s house was built in 1891 as a du-
plex because two families took turns keep-
ing it,” says Gigi Lirot, the island’s manager 
as well as a licensed USCG captain, single-
engine pilot, and avid scuba diver. Today, 
there are seven bedrooms, each with pri-
vate bath. It’s $629 per couple for all-in-
clusive theme weekends such as cooking, 
wine and food, knitting. The entire cot-
tage also rents by the week from $4,900.

Be prepared for splendid isolation. 
Whitehead Island averages “80 days of 
thick fog per year,” according Jeremy 
D’Entremont, historian for the Ameri-
can Lighthouse Foundation. 



2beaconpreservation.org, 200-7957
Rates: From $600 per night

gOOSe ROckS Light
4 4°8’7.5”N ,  6 8°4 9 ’5 0 .4” W
Opened: 1890, automated: 1963
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T here are no half-hearted guests at 
Goose Rocks. People either get it 
or they don’t,” says Dr. Casey Jor-

dan, whose non-profit Beacon Preserva-
tion maintains Goose Rock, a lonely, love-
ly beacon in the Fox Islands Thoroughfare 
half a mile off North Haven Island. “We 
actually had guests on three nights last 
week.” Jordan purchased her lighthouse 
outright in 2006. She created the non-
profit because she believed in “the whole 
ethos–a lighthouse should be about edu-
cation and preservation.”

Goose Rocks is full immersion: there’s 
no island to roam. It’s just a lighthouse. You 
access the almost enchanted accommoda-
tions by climbing a vertical ladder. There’s 
solar power, “enough to charge your phone 
and run the composting toilet.” For the 
most part, children are not permitted.

“People call and say they want to rent 
the lighthouse. You don’t rent, you make 
a donation to Beacon. Every dime goes 
into preservation. 

“You feel like the lighthouse keeper. 
This isn’t a B&B. There’s no room service. 
You’re going to experience terrible weath-
er, you’re going to get wet. You’re going 
to bring your own food and grill it out-
side. You can’t call us at midnight for a 
beer run. I stayed out there five consec-
utive nights once by myself. It got a little 
Stephen King. I was socked in fog, and it 
wasn’t safe to take the boat out.”

What sorts of people seek out this ex-
perience? “Ninety percent of the guests are 
fantastic–they’ll say it was the high point 
of their trip to Maine, they send Christmas 
cards. We just had a couple in their 60s–it 
was on his bucket list.” 

“

Spend the night off North 
Haven at Goose Rocks  

Light-it’s all yours, starting 
at $600. You’re on  

your own, literally.  
And you might get wet.



Your Exclusive Path 
to Eagle Island
Admiral Robert E. Peary
Discoverer of the North Pole

House Museum

207-865-6112 • atlanticsealcruises.com • Freeport, ME

Cruises Daily at 9:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
From the South Freeport Town Dock:Sun., Mon., Wed., Thur., Sat.  
From Cookʼs Lobster House on Bailey Island: Tues.,Fri.

Cruises Daily at 9:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
From the South Freeport Town Dock: Sun., Mon., Wed., Thur., Sat.  
From Cookʼs Lobster House on Bailey Island: Tues.,Fri.

Atlantic Seal 
Cruises

Daily Cruises to Admiral  
Peary’s Eagle Island 

Seguin Island Lighthouse  
on Thursdays only

Private Charters 
for up to 28 guests

Evening charters for dinner
to Chebeague Island Inn

207-865-6112 Freeportatlanticsealcruises.com• •

Atlantic Seal 
Cruises

Daily Cruises to Admiral  
Peary’s Eagle Island 

Seguin Island Lighthouse  
on Thursdays only

Private Charters 
for up to 28 guests

Evening charters for dinner
to Chebeague Island Inn

207-865-6112 Freeportatlanticsealcruises.com• •

"The Pole at Last!" 
~ Robert E. Peary

Casco Bay Lines offers scenic cruises to the islands off Portland’s 
shore–choices range from a family outing to a romantic dinner 
get-away. Bring your bike, kayak, or walking shoes. Explore the 

islands. There truly is something for everybody!

Owned and operated by the Casco Bay Island Transit District

Casco Bay Ferry Terminal
56 Commercial Street • Portland, Maine • 207-774-7871

Visit www.cascobaylines.com/portlandmagoffer 
to download a money saving coupon.

Choose an adventure to fi t your style.
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Jordan was the lightkeeper in 2010 and 
2011. This summer, “I have a terrific engi-
neering student, Tim Sweret, taking care of 
the lighthouse. It’s a tough job. You have to 
strip the linens, take them all to North Ha-
ven to launder and then return them, haul 
gallons and gallons of water.”

Up to six people can stay at Goose Rocks 
for a minimum of $600. 

Casey Jordan also started the Green 
Light  Academy in 2009, a two-week immer-
sion program every summer for students to 
learn about lighthouses and visit a number of 
them. The academy is able to utilize the cam-
pus of the College of the Atlantic for its base. 

In her other life, she’s a college professor. 
“I teach criminology at Western Connecti-
cut University, and I’m a consultant for In-
vestigation Discovery–the crime channel. I 
work on a show called Wives With Knives.” 



Toll Free: 800-646-0068  •  Local: 207-883-0222
Online Reservations available at www.mainelimo.com

Email inquires to info@mainelimo.com

We invite you to make an ordinary trip extraordinary, and enjoy 
affordable luxury travel without the worry. 

Maine Limousine Service specializes in corporate travel, airport 
transfers, weddings and all special occasions.  

Situated just minutes from the Portland International Jetport, 
Maine Limousine Service has been providing professional, reliable, 
luxury transportation for Northern New England since 1987.

Make an ordinary trip, extraordinary

Toll Free: 800-646-0068  •  Local: 207-883-0222
Online Reservations available at www.mainelimo.com

Email inquires to info@mainelimo.com

We invite you to make an ordinary trip extraordinary, and enjoy 
affordable luxury travel without the worry. 

Maine Limousine Service specializes in corporate travel, airport 
transfers, weddings and all special occasions.  

Situated just minutes from the Portland International Jetport, 
Maine Limousine Service has been providing professional, reliable, 
luxury transportation for Northern New England since 1987.

Make an ordinary trip, extraordinary
Make an ordinary trip, extraordinary

We invite you to make an ordinary trip extraordinary, and enjoy affordable 
luxury travel without the worry.

Maine Limousine Service specializes in corporate and leisure travel, airport 
transfers, weddings and all special occasions.

Situated just minutes from the Portland International Jetport, Maine Limousine 
Service has been providing professional, reliable, luxury transportation for 
Northern New England since 1987.
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3innatcuckoldslighthouse.com, 
855-212-5252

Rates: $350/$500 per night per suite,
minimum 2-night stay

cuckOLd’S Light
4 3°4 6’8”N ,  6 9°39 ’0 0” W
Opened: 1892, automated: 1974
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So what’s it like out here? Recent guests 
David and Rebecca Johnston take us inside:

 “Rebecca and I want to unwind, so we 
head out to stay overnight. Start-
ing from North Haven at 2 p.m., we 

chug out in a zodiac with our supplies and 
reach the light in 15 minutes. Around the 
last bend, there it is, all 51 feet of it, sticking 
out of the water. 

“As bed and breakfast inns go, this is a 
singular experience. The views are spectac-
ular, high enough for great 360-degree pan-
oramas. The deck had a gas grill and a mar-
ble round table with four cast iron chairs. 

“Built in 1890, the lighthouse is a large 
tube with a steel exterior reinforced with ce-
ment and brick. It was manned until 1960. 
Coast Guard crews lived in the lighthouse 
on two-year deployments. 

“Inside our suite, the first-floor living 
quarters are furnished with a huge round 
sofa table. All the décor fits perfectly. Next 
level up is the guest bedroom, with one full 
sized bed. On the third floor is the mas-
ter bedroom, with a queen bed and all the 
charm in the world. The upper bedroom 
on the fourth floor has bunk beds. Each of 
the rooms has lots of character, and it’s very 
clear how much work has been put into the 
lighthouse to make things so comfortable 
on all floors.”

–David Johnston, photographer, from his 
blog treehuggerphotography.wordpress.com

Goose Rocks 
Guests 
Speak Out

$350/$500 per night per suite,  
minimum 2-night stay



Kennebunkport
Marina

207.967.3411

67 Ocean Avenue
Kennebunkport

Maine
04046

kennebunkportmarina.com

Our master marine mechanic
is now operating 

– right here on the river!

We’re a full-service marina that boasts a 
mechanic with 20 + years’ experience, 

a Mercruiser Master Certifi cate 
and a host of other engine 

manufacturing certifi cations.

Also featuring:
Powerboat, Kayak and Canoe Rentals

Mercury & Yamaha Sales & Service

Under The Elms And
By The Sea

Maine

Castine

Steeped in history, architecturally 
preserved, rich in culture, adorned
by elms and surrounded by the sea, 
Castine Maine will invigorate your
spirit and energize your soul.
www.visitcastine.com

Castine Inn  www.castineinn.com Pentagöet Inn and Restaurant  www.pentagoet.com
Saltmeadow Properties Real Estate  castine@saltmeadowproperties.com
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Fine 

Cotton 
Polo 

Shirts  
with the 
Lobster 

Logo  
 

Hats Too! 
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   Get Outside!

(88
8)4

38-0645 | South Portland

O u t i n t h e O p e n A d v e n t u r e s . c o m

(888)438-0645 | South Portland

Recreational kayak rentals 
Ocean kayak tours

Ocean & Recreational Kayak Tours 
SOT Kayak Rentals | GoPro Rentals 

Adventure Weddings

We sponsor weekly Speedminton @ Wainwright 
Recreation Complex in South Portland

@OitoaExplore for the latest news and specials!

You play and we donate! Your patronage directly benefits at-risk and homeless youth. Learn more about our 
programming and unique philanthropic mission on the web at OutintheOpenAdventures.com

Out in the Open

@OitoaExplore for the latest news and specials!

4keepershouse.com, 335-2990
Rates: $350/$375 per night,

minimum 2-night stay

iSe au haut Light
4 3° 9 N ,  6 8 .3° W

Opened: 1907, automated: 1934
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 “T here are 300 to 400 people on the 
island in the summer, but only 38 
in winter,” says Marshall Chap-

man, owner and innkeeper of Isle au Haut’s 
Keeper’s House.

Isle Au Haut’s lighthouse and outbuild-
ings were built by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers in 1907 land purchased from Charles 
Robinson. In 1934, the light was automated 
and the government sold everything except 
the actual light, which is just offshore, back 
to the Robinsons. In 1986, Jeffrey and Judi 
Burke bought the property and turned it 
into an inn they called the Keeper’s House. 

The island stands seven miles off the tip of 
Stonington, a mythical beyond in Penobscot 
Bay, allegedly the last place in America to re-
tire the crank telephone.

Marshall Chapman purchased the prop-
erty in 2012. In winters, he’s a geology profes-
sor at the University of Kentucky. Summers, 

he presides over the operation and guests at 
the Keeper’s House–a four-room inn–and the 
tiny Oil House Bungalow, and two-bedroom 
Woodshed Cottage. ($350/$375; 2-night mini-
mum; includes three meals a day).

“We have a modicum of solar electricity, 
and there is one outlet in every room. Each 
guest is given a candle lantern and a head 
lamp for reading in bed–we’re not complete-
ly 1907. We serve three gourmet meals a day. 
My cooks are excellent. We have a garden, 
and lobster and halibut right off the boat.”

What’s in the library? “Oh this and that. 
I’ve added biographies of Theodore Roos-
evelt, Winston Churchill, and some myster-
ies. There’s some progressive stuff left from 
the Burkes’ days, Abbie Hoffman’s Steal This 
Book, that kind of thing.

“Unless there’s foul weather, though, our 
guests aren’t the type to hang around read-
ing. They’re out hiking or riding our bikes. 
In the evenings, after a five-course meal, 
they go to bed pretty quickly. 

“There are five mail boats a day to Ston-
ington; the first one leaves here at 8 a.m. and 
returns at 4:30. Sometimes guests go spend 

the day exploring the Blue Hill peninsula. 
“Most guests spend two nights and say 

they wish they’d booked a third. It takes 
two to find your rhythm. You live by the tide 
here, and the mailboat schedule, and wheth-
er internet service is up.”  n

$375/night, 2 nights, includes  
3 locally sourced gourmet meals a day



Voted
“Best Cheap Eats”

22 years of great italian food
Pasta-Pizza-Sandwiches-Beer&Wine

50 seat air-conditioned Dining Room

Free
Parking

Open
11-8

Mon-Sat

ANTHONY’S

Italian
Kitchen

“A Lot of Italian For Not Much American”

151 Middle St, Portland
774-8668

www.anthonysitaliankitchen.com

NiNe DecaDes of Quality 
PublicatioN PriNtiNg 
Cummings Printing is a third-generation family-owned company 
that has specialized in the printing of  high quality, short-run 
publications for nearly 100 years.

From magazines and journals to catalogs and guidebooks,  
every printed piece is as important to us as it is to you.

n Flexible Scheduling 
n Superior Job Quality 
n Personalized Service

Find out more at www.cummingsprinting.com 
or e-mail info@cummingsprinting.com.

800.647.0035

Cummings
Publication Printers Since 1914
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Come see the largest collection of casual furnishing & accessories in New England.
Choose from hundreds of styles available now in stock or custom order.

Windsor Sling by Tropitone Gardenella Sling Collection 
by Telescope

Monday–Th ursday 9:30am–5pm, Friday & Saturday 9:30am–6pm, Closed Sundays

Route 4 Berwick, Maine. 1-877-LOWERYS (1-877-569-3797) or (207) 384-5903. Fax (207) 384-2077 

All Weather Wicker
by Lloyd/Flanders

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

www.LowerysPatio.com

Delivery Available


