
Discover The Roosevelt’s
Beloved Campobello Island
H I S T O R Y  C O M E S  A L I V E !

T O U R  the Roosevelt’s 34-room  summer 
cottage, restored to its turn-of-the-century rustic 
elegance. Expert guides take you back in time.

E X P L O R E  over 2,800 acres of natural 
areas, accessible by carriage roads and over nine 
miles of trails.  Stunning ocean views from six 
observation decks, woodland and shoreline trails. 

E X P E R I E N C E  Tea with Eleanor, the 
popular interpretive history of Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
social activism. Tea and cookies served in one of 
two restored Victorian Era summer cottages.
Reservations available at FDR.net.

D I N E  at the new Fireside, serving lunch, din-
ner and Sunday brunch Thursday through Sunday. 
Beer, wine, and full bar service.

W A T C H “The Roosevelts”  the new 
Ken Burns film premiering this September on PBS.

Roosevelt Campobello International Park
In New Brunswick, Canada, across the bridge from Lubec, Maine

877-851-6663   www.fdr.net   50th Anniversar y : 1964-2014
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film

ElEgant ridE for thE ‘rough ridEr’

Before producing the 14-hour documentary series The 
Roosevelts: An Intimate History, legendary filmmaker 
Ken Burns tracked down the Roosevelts’ favorite haunts 

in Maine, everywhere from Mount Katahdin to Eleanor and F.D.’S 
compound at Campobello Island. Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt, Jr., 
in particular, felt lifelong affection for Maine. Burns says, “Maine 
was a special place for Teddy. In our series, we show that after suf-
fering personal loss, including the death of his father in 1878, Ted-
dy found a world in which to restore himself in the wilderness of 
Maine.” Roosevelt pined for Maine’s wilderness throughout his 

life. Yet a valuable artifact at Seashore Trolley Mu-
seum in Arundel reveals that, more often than 

By Patricia Erikson

More precisely, it’s an interurban train. 
Ken Burns is making it a star.

Top: Time-warp view of Narcissus, under restoration. Teddy 
Roosevelt aboard Narcissus at a bully whistle stop in Maine. 
Ken Burns’s series The Roosevelts lifts a curtain on the Va-
cationland & Campobello rustications of both Teddy and 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and families. 

Narcissus’s original livery, per Seashore Trolley Museum: 
Gray roof, dark red doors & trim, Pullman-green exterior, gold-
leaf numbers & lettering. 
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WWW.OLDHOUSEPARTS.COM
P: (207) 985-1999

1 TRACKSIDE DRIVE, KENNEBUNK, MAINE

RETAIL STORE OPEN 363 DAYS A YEAR
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film

not, his trips to Maine involved the grit and 
glamor of a campaign trail more than flan-
nel and campfire.  

I n particular, an electric railroad coach 
at Seashore Trolley Museum brings 
Teddy Roosevelt’s pine-tree excur-

sions alive. The Narcissus–once a high-speed 
engineering marvel–bears the celebrity of 
having transported Theodore Roosevelt Jr. 
between Lewiston and Portland on August 
18, 1914. Less than a month after the Port-
land-Lewiston Interurban line (PLI) opened 
to acclaim as Maine’s fastest and finest elec-
tric railway, Teddy stepped up to the glossy 
green coach, climbed through an elegantly 
arched doorway, and took one of the plush 
green seats, most likely avoiding the smok-
ing compartment, where his traveling com-
panions puffed on cigars.

Whether one knew him as Teddy, the 
Rough Rider, or the 26th president of the 
United States, Roosevelt’s goings and com-
ings in Maine generated considerable 
fanfare. That summer of 1914, Austria-
Hungary had just declared war on Ser-

bia, but the First World War had not yet 
been dubbed as such. Newspaper reports 
of Roosevelt’s visit focused on more local 
concerns–namely, the crowds that gath-
ered and cheered at stations along the way. 
The New York Times relates how, as Nar-
cissus slowed from as much as 70 mph to 
navigate a curve, a pretty girl ran out of 
a nearby farmhouse, tossing a bouquet of 
flowers into the rear of the car. Roosevelt 
jumped from his seat and, with a broad 
smile, waved the bouquet above his head. 

As entrenched in 
automobile transpor-
tation as we are to-
day, it’s still difficult 
to comprehend that 
a century ago, Roos-
evelt traveled between 
Portland and Lewiston 
at speeds exceeding 
the Downeaster. It’s 
also hard to imagine 
how the former presi-
dent would have gazed 

at the passing Maine landscape through the 
Narcissus’s stained-glass windows, framed by 
mahogany paneling with gilded striping and 
inlaid with holly and ebony. 

One of six luxury interurban cars, all 
named for flowers, Narcissus served two de-
cades. Then it careened from the foreclosure 
sale of the PLI in 1933 to an inglorious ser-
vice as a family “camp” in Sabattus. In 1969, 
the museum liberated Narcissus by building 
its owner a new camp. Transported by truck 
bed to the museum, it made its way into the 

lEt’s Roll
Founder’s day Trolley Parade on July 5 celebrates the museum’s 75 years 
of mass-transit history. The parade showcases dazzling trolleys that don’t 
see regular service (including Golden Chariot, an art-nouveau masterpiece 
from montreal). ride on the interpretive railways, encounter a caricaturist, 
and slam the dunk tank. Lunch by Ned’s Bakes & BBQs. Adults $10, Seniors 
$8, Children 6-16 $7.50, under age six free. www.trolleymuseum.org

Tune In
To celebrate the premiere of The Roosevelts, mPBN 
is collaborating with the National Park Service to hold 
Tea with eleanor events around the state. These will 
feature cookies made with eleanor roosevelt’s reci-
pes, and demonstrate how and why the teas were a 
part of her legacy. mPBN is also organizing one-hour 
premiere screening events of The Roosevelts in Au-
gust at the State Theatre in Portland, at the gracie 
Theatre in Bangor, and at Campobello island.



117 Museum Street, Owls Head, Maine                       (207)594-4418  | owlshead.org

Under 18
FREE

Visit the Owls Head Transportation Museum

STEAM
From airshows to auctions 

to vintage auto extravaganzas
galore, experience our world-class
collection in motion at more than a

dozen annual special events. 
Open daily, 10am to 5pm.

BLOW
off some
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Dog-friendly Seashore Trolley Museum offers 
trolley rides, exhibits, hiking and biking trails 

and a fabulous museum store. Many special events 
throughout the season May–October.

Don’t miss the Seashore Trolley Speakeasy 
on August 22 from 6 to 10:30 pm

It’s a Gala evening! Period costume encouraged! (1920-1933)
•Speakeasy Lounges in vintage streetcars that operated during 

Prohibition
•Food by Blue Elephant Events and Catering
•Bar service featuring “the Seashore 75” 

a brand new cocktail invented for this occasion
•Silent films shown outdoors 

•Trolley rides
•Raffles with fabulous prizes

Tickets available ONLY in advance:

www.trolleymuseum.org Admission $50. Cash Bar. 195 LOG CABIN RD, KENNEBUNKPORT, ME
207-967-2800 ext. 101 www.trolleymuseum.org
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film

permanent collection and, in 1980, onto the 
U.S. National Register of Historic Places. 

intErurBan CowBoys

Awaiting restoration for nearly half 
a century while the museum re-
stored dozens of other vintage ve-

hicles, Narcissus has entered a new chap-
ter of its history. Museum volunteers in the 
Townhouse Restoration Shop have been re-
storing the more than two dozen arched, 
mahogany windows, both the slender clere-
story and deeper, eyebrow-shaped ones. Phil 
Morse, Narcissus Project Manager, says, 
“This year is the 75th anniversary of the 
museum. It’s an ideal time to visit and expe-
rience the living history here by riding our 
operating streetcars. Museum visitors share 
stories and photographs that reveal colorful 
family histories associated with these street-
cars. We hold these artifacts in public trust, 
but we also help people relive that history.”

For mid-restoration photos, visit www.portland-
monthly.com/portmag/2014/06/narcissus n



Exhibitions

Outdoor art space & garden

Programs for all ages

Special Events

 IGNITING PERSONAL CONNECTIONS TO 
HISTORY, ART, AND CULTURE SINCE 1936!

You are a part of history.
Museum Hours

Tuesday - Friday:
10:00am - 4:30pm

Saturday:
10:00am - 1:00pm

117 Main Street | Kennebunk, ME
www.brickstoremuseum.org

Open daily 10am - 5pm
May 1 - October 31

1414 Tremont Rd, Seal Cove, ME  04674  207.244.9242  www.sealcoveautomuseum.org

Seal Cove Auto Museum

BOOTHBAY

Railway 
Village

Travel back in time to 
Vintage Vacationland

Ride the rails, visit the historic 
village, and view the antique autos!

August 8–10 & 15–17:

July 19 & 20:

207–633–4727  |  Route 27, Boothbay

www.RailwayVillage.org

antique auto daysantique auto days

Only 
Stop in 
Maine! 

Music,
Rides &

More!

207-878-2105
380 Warren Ave Portland, ME 04103

          www.autolab.com

Auto Repair & Restoration
for all makes and models
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