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Comfort Inn
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www.ComfortInnDanvers.com
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Bistro on Eden
 Affordable Oceanfront Elegance 

and Fabulous Food!
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(207) 288-3500 • (800) 638-3636
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(207) 288-5526 • (888) 766-2529
www.BarHarborGrand.com
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(207) 288-3771 • (800) 841-8925
www.AuroraInn.com

Bar HarBor motel

(207) 288-3453 • (800) 388-3453
www.BarHarborMotel.com
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(207) 288-5823
www.AcadiaParkInn.com

VIllaGer motel

(207) 288-3211 • (800) 383-3211
www.BarHarborVillager.com

QualIty Inn

(207) 288-5403 • (800) 282-5403
www.BarHarborQualityInn.com
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Bar HarBor Inn

Reading Room Restaurant
and the Terrace Grille

Panoramic Ocean Views, Spectacular 
Dining, Live Entertainment

The Spa
Massage Therapy, Nails, Facials, 

Body Treatments, Sauna and Lounge

(207) 288-3351 • (800) 248-3351
www.BarHarborInn.com
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Moveable Feast

Carlos Baker

Three Mainers share an extraordinary connection  
to famous novelist Ernest Hemingway.   by colin W. Sargent

What’s it take to be one of Papa’s pals? It doesn’t hurt if you’re from Maine. Ernest 
Hemingway (1899-1961), Waldo Peirce (1884-1970), and Henry Strater (1896-
1987) knew how to drink and get crazy together. For Pulitzer-prizewinning biog-

rapher Carlos Baker (1909-1987), craziness was a different country. 

Waldo Peirce

Henry Strater
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Moveable Feast

Waldo Peirce
This wealthy free spirit came from a lum-
bering family in Bangor. After graduat-
ing from Harvard, he and fellow Crimson 
alum John Reed (played by Warren Beat-
ty in Reds) hopped a steamer to England, 
“but Peirce changed his mind…he jumped 
from the vessel as it was leaving Boston har-
bor and swam [according to legend, several 
miles] ashore,” writes Dr. William Gallagh-
er, of Bangor, a Hemingway Society mem-
ber, in Harvard Magazine. Stealing aboard 
another ship, Peirce reached London “just 

in time to appear in court and save Reed 
from being charged with his murder.” 

After earning his chops in Paris at Aca-
démie Julian, Peirce slipped into a 1915 
show in “New York City…displaying his 
work alongside that of George Bellows, John 
Sloan, and Edward Hopper.”

Like Hemingway, Peirce became an am-
bulance driver during World War I. “He was 
awarded the Croix de guerre for conspicuous 
bravery at Verdun.”

In 1919, when Hemingway saw the run-

ning of the bulls at Pamplona that would in-
spire The Sun Also Rises, Peirce was there, 
too, capturing the event with a smashing oil 
that is now in the collection of Portland Mu-
seum of Art. The burly, bearded Peirce and 
mustached Hemingway appear in the crowd 
(circled in painting, left)–just a couple of ex-
pats during the dawn of the Lost Genera-
tion. Laughing and pointing, the friends 
seem truly happy in the maelstrom. 

Hemingway so admired Peirce’s work 
and lust for life he lavishly praised him in 
extended quotes to Esquire contributor 
Harry Salpeter in a 1936 story, “Rabelais in 
a Smock.”

Peirce seconded that emotion. Accord-
ing to Gallagher, “When Hemingway’s face 
graced the cover of Time in 1937–he had just 
published To Have and Have Not–the maga-
zine used a Peirce portrait of his friend hold-
ing a fishing pole, eyes focused on the line.” 

Another adventure Peirce and Heming-
way shared was catching a green sea tur-
tle together. Not only do turtles surface in 
The Old Man and the Sea, Hemingway also 
commemorated the event in “On Being Shot 
Again: A Gulf Stream Letter” in Esquire. “…

Hemingway (left) and buddy Waldo Peirce (right) compare catches off Key West. 
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Andrew Wyeth: 
The Linda L. Bean Collection

June 26- Oct. 31

WISHBONE , 2001 watercolor © Andrew Wyeth
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it was a pretty day. We had sighted a green 
turtle scudding under the surface and were 
rigging a harpoon to strike him…”

The camaraderie between the two ami-
gos spanned decades and continents, from 
Europe to the Caribbean. Gallagher, who’s 
embarked on a study of Peirce and Heming-
way, writes, “Hemingway once asked his 
young son Jack, ‘Who is the greatest man 
you know?’–expecting to hear ‘Papa.’ Jack 
quickly responded, ‘It’s Waldo.’”

Carlos Baker

W hat better way to understand 
the exacting genius of Heming-
way’s only authorized biogra-

pher than to talk to his prize pupil at Princ-
eton, A. Scott Berg? Reached in California, 
Berg, a National Book Award Winner him-
self for Max Perkins and a Pulitzer winner 
for Lindbergh, has recently released a new 
biography, Wilson. The New York Times 
praises Wilson for Berg’s “novelist’s eye 
for the striking detail, and the vivid prose 
style.” Following is an interview with Berg 
on why Carlos Baker is his hero.

How does your approach to Woodrow Wilson’s 
life differ from the way Carlos Baker approached 
Hemingway?
My methodology on Wilson hardly differed 
from Baker’s. It was one note card at a time 
and one page at a time. The internet affords 
the opportunity to make a quick check on 
some general things; but, like Baker, I relied 
almost entirely on primary sources. Also 
like Baker, I work by myself–no research as-
sistants and no secretaries. 

Why did Hemingway, with so many scholars to 
choose from, pick Baker, sight unseen, as his autho-
rized biographer?
I believe that while Hemingway had not 
seen Carlos Baker, he had seen his work. 
Mary Hemingway–Papa’s fourth wife and 

It was true  
and it was good.  
And it was time  

for another daiquiri.
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Moveable Feast

widow–told me that Hemingway, who did 
not care for literary criticism, thought Bak-
er’s was the best that had been written about 
him. But, indeed, they never met.

Did Baker’s native Maine ever come up during your 
chats with him?
Maine didn’t come up often…[but] it did 
come up. He periodically talked about the 
beauty of the place, and it was definitely part 
of his DNA. I once asked him about his first 
name, if he had some Portuguese or Span-
ish fishermen or something in his ancestry; 
and he said no–that it was common practice 
in New England, where there were so many 
common surnames, for parents to give their 
children uncommon first names.

What’s your favorite story about him? 
I never took a class with Carlos Baker. He 
was my thesis adviser–starting unofficially 
with me my sophomore year, then supervis-
ing my junior papers, and, finally, oversee-
ing my senior thesis on Max Perkins, which 
became my first book. In that capacity, most 
of our time was spent “after school”–always 
one on one–sometime between four in the 
afternoon and five-thirty or six, at which 
time he would walk home. We always met 
in his completely book-lined office, which 
had the wonderful smell of sweet pipe to-
bacco. I often went to his office five times 
a week, especially when he was giving me 
Hemingway letters to read on the sly, which 
he did–the Perkins/Hemingway correspon-
dence, which he kept under lock and key in 
his office.

M y favorite anecdote isn’t any-
thing humorous, but it was life-
changing. I had spent much 

of my junior year writing and perform-
ing in the Princeton Triangle Club, which 
produces an original musical comedy ev-
ery year and tours the country with it. Af-
ter playing Lincoln Center in New York 
City, I had several agents come backstage 

“All good boys love their sisters, 
	 But so good have I grown 

That I love other boys’ sisters
	 As well as my own.”
	   –Carlos Baker, Class of 1926, 
		  Thornton Academy

New Brew Pub  
at Carlos Baker’s 

House in Saco

“I just bought the house because 
my lease was up and I wanted to 
be closer to the beach,” says at-
torney Gary Prolman. “I fell in love 
with it the first time I saw it. I think 
the house was built in 1913. After I 
bought it, locals started contacting 
me and told me it was Carlos Bak-
er’s House. I love Hemingway, so 
that’s just a bonus for me. People 
have told me Hemingway did come 
here to visit Baker. One was a bar-
tender when I was over at the [Han-
naford] Plaza who has first-hand 
knowledge of it. A brew pub, Bar-
reled Souls, is opening up on the 
first floor of my house, and it fits in 
with the Hemingway connection.” 
Speaking of souls, “For the last year 
or so, there’s just been funny things 
happening here. When you think of 
ghosts, you think of scary stuff. But 
this has been funny. Happenings 

that are completely unexplained.” 
Maybe somebody tossing one 

back with Hemingway’s ghost? 
“From what Gary’s told me, the 

supernatural occurrences are doors 
closing, stuff moving around at din-
ner,” says Matt Mills, co-partner in 
Barreled Souls. Open this summer, 
“We’re focused on making a large 
variety of beers in the English style 
using the Burton Union system, 
which involves oak barrels instead 
of stainless steel for a deeper flavor. 
We’ll bring people into our tasting 
room with 50 different flavors. We 
didn’t hear about the Hemingway/
Baker connection until Gary told us 
you were doing this story. Yes, we’re 
absolutely talking about naming 
some flavors after Hemingway, pos-
sibly in our beers based on cocktails 
such as the Manhattan. We’re also 
basing beers after wines.” 

Even Baker’s house is a moveable feast. It was here that the writer grew up and here where he lived when he was 
an English instructor and track coach at nearby Thornton Academy. When the Wendy’s fast-food restaurant was built 

on Route 1, it displaced the Baker home to its present location at 743 Portland Road in Saco, half a mile north.
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Wouldn’t Carlos Baker love to 
study here now? 

We’re con	 dent that biographer, literary giant, and former faculty 
member Carlos Baker (� ornton Academy Class of 1926) would love to 
settle into a seat with a good book in � ornton Academy’s new library, 
situated in the renovated, historic Emery Building.

www.thorntonacademy.org/apply



500 Forest Avenue • Portland • 775-2733 • Monday-Friday 10-6 • Saturday 10-5 • StarbirdMusic.com

• Piano Sales
New & Used

Acoustic & Digital

• Piano Rentals
Short& Long Term
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Because music is forever.
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Moveable Feast

offering me work. But, they said, I would 
have to leave school right away. I discussed 
that with my parents (who were not exactly 
thrilled to hear all this), and they suggested 
I discuss my situation with Professor Bak-
er. I did, and he told me he thought it would 
be a huge mistake for me to leave school, es-
pecially when I had such a promising idea 
for a thesis–and book. “You were the star of 
the Triangle show this year,” he said to me. 
“Why don’t you become the star of the Eng-
lish Department next year?” He urged me to 
quit the club and devote myself to the the-
sis/book. Had I not followed his advice, I 
think I might very well have had an acting 
career…and this week, I would probably be 
performing in a dinner theater in Canton, 
Ohio, playing in Man of La Mancha.

Do you think digital data is changing things for biog-
raphers?
I think Baker would welcome information 
in any form, but I don’t think he would trust 
it. As I don’t either. It’s one of the reasons we 
both work without assistants. We both had/
have the need to find and process all the in-



Portland's Old Port
43 Exchange St.

207.899.1530

Boothbay Harbor
15 Townsend Ave.

207.633.2266

Rockland
371 Main St.
207.633.2266

coastalmainepopcorn.com

Dill Pickle, Buffalo Wing, Key Lime Pie, Lemon Chiffon......popcorn?

Can't believe we make so many crazy flavors?

Pop into one of our locations and sample them for yourself!

· Wedding Favors · Birthdays · Holidays · 

· Corporate Gifts ·Baby Showers ·

Convenience

When you need a construction manager to 
plan, budget and perform a project call Laura 
Blanchette at 207.282.7697

Downtime costs businesses both money and 
customers. From permitting, to design, to final 
CO, PM makes your project convenient and easy. 
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formation ourselves–and, as a rule, that 
means primary sources. Very often it’s not 
enough just to glean the words from a docu-
ment: one must actually feel the paper.
Did you and Baker ever discuss fellow Princetonian 
Booth Tarkington’s influence on Fitzgerald? (Our 
Maine audience is connected to Tarkington because 
he spent decades of summers in Kennebunkport.) 
What do you think Fitzgerald meant, in his notes at 
the end of The Last Tycoon, when he wrote “Don’t 
wake the Tarkington ghosts”?
I know Tarkington’s name came up, but 
neither of us ever said much about him. 
He certainly had an influence on Fitzger-
ald, if only because he was such a pas-
sionate Princetonian–the founder, in fact, 
of the Triangle Club, for which Fitzger-
ald also wrote and performed. And I 
have long admired Tarkington. I think 
Fitzgerald was cautioning himself against 
getting too sentimental, as Tarkington 
occasionally did.

Baker doesn’t appear to have favored Freudian inter-
pretations of Hemingway’s sexuality as expressed in 
his novels. What do you think Baker would have said 



New England’s Trusted Auction & Appraisal Professionals

51 Atlantic Highway (US Route 1), Thomaston, Maine • 207.354.8141
APPRAISALS@KAJAV.COM • THOMASTONAUCTION.COM

APPRAISALS | CONSIGNMENTS | HOUSE CALLS

“What an 
interesting auction!  

It was fun and I got just 
what I wanted.”

Judy Johnson, Northport

Maine’s Best 
Auction 

Experience!

Pride Of The Marsh and Wells Harbor
Best Fish Sandwich 
        - Coastal Living

Crack Open
The Perfect
Evening

“Favorite Lobster Roll”  
        - AFAR magazine

“Best of New England”  
        - Yankee Magazine
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to Tom Jenks after his edit of The Garden of Eden 
[an unfinished novel in Hemingway’s notes from 
1946, published posthumously and controversially 
in 1986]?
I think he might have said that the book 
should not be published–which is some-
thing Baker had said to me in the early ’70s. 
He said that if Hemingway had wanted to 
publish it, he would have.

Tell us about Baker’s last work, a biography manu-
script on Emerson.
Baker’s Emerson Among The Eccentrics was 
published, completed by James R. Mellow. 
The book was pretty far along when Bak-
er died. The beginning appears to be some-
what truncated, suggesting that he might 
have added more at the front; and, as I recall 
(I haven’t looked at it in a while), it wasn’t 
fully realized in the end. But it’s still a won-
derful book, giving a rather complete pic-
ture of Emersovn and his world.

If you were to write Carlos Baker’s biography, how 
would you open the narrative? And how would you 
rate his novels and poetry?
I would probably open in a classroom…or in 
a one-on-one conference with a student in his 
sweet-smelling office–for teaching was both 
his passion and his strength. I think liter-
ary criticism and biography were his métiers 
more than fiction or prose, which seemed–to 
me, anyway–to lack the passion he brought to 
his other writings.

If you were given the Hemingway assignment today, 
and his authorized bio had never been published 
before, what different path would you take?
I would completely immerse myself in 
Hemingway’s writings, study every prima-
ry-source document I could get my hands 
on, and talk to every living person who knew 
Hemingway that I could. In other words, I’d 
do exactly what Carlos Baker did.

Being a friend and disciple of Carlos Bak-
er remains one of the great pleasures and 
honors of my life–which he changed.

Shortly after Carlos retired, I asked if he 
might send me a picture of himself. He was 
somewhat reluctant, but his wife, Dorothy, 
complied–sending a wonderful shot of him 
at his last graduation, in full academic rega-
lia, acknowledging the crowd. It has hung 
over my desk–wherever I have lived–for the 
last thirty-five years.
Baker’s Hemingway: a Life Story (Scribners 1969) is at 
the core of any library collection. 
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BIRCH BAY RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

Phone: 207-288-8014 
www.birchbayvillage.us 

 

LIFE AS YOU ALWAYS KNEW IT SHOULD BE. 

Birch Bay Village provides more than a place 
to live in maintenance-free comfort.  It offers 
sanctuary, inspiration, friendly neighbors and 
a caring staff.  It offers you the freedom to 
pursue your dreams, or to simply love life.   

At Birch Bay, every day is filled with learning, 
living and relaxing. Imagine a life filled with 
opportunities instead of obligations; a life 
where needs are met and aspirations are 
encouraged. 



41 Middle Street, Portland | 774.2972 | ribollitamaine.com

Monday-Saturday from 5pm

Handcrafted Italian Food
66 Front St, Bath

32 Main St, Camden
20 Townsend Ave, Boothbay Harbor

800-414-5144

SAINT JAMES
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henry strater
Two surprises about Henry Strater: 1) Ac-
cording to the Los Angeles Times obituary, 
he was the illustrator for Ezra Pound’s Can-
tos. 2) Longtime Ogunquit resident Strater 
was “the inspiration for the character Burne 
Holiday in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel This 
Side of Paradise.” 

During their days together in Par-
is, “Mike” Strater and his first wife Mag-
gie were friends with Hemingway and 
his first wife Hadley when the Heming-
ways lived near the Luxembourg Gardens 
on the Left Bank. Hadley Hemingway re-
mained friends with Strater and Mag-
gie even after Strater took sides against 
Hadley when she lost a suitcase full of 
Hemingway’s short stories at the Gare de 
Lyon train station. 

Strater fans will love the show this sum-
mer at Ogunquit Museum of American Art: 
“Henry Strater’s Arizona Winters, 1933-
1938.” Appropriately, it’s in the Strater Gal-
lery at the museum he founded among the 
cliffs of Ogunquit in 1953. 
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The Wyeths, Maine  
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Marylouise Tandy Cowan Gallery, Wyeth Center
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Moveable Feast

Both Strater and Hemingway loved to 
cast a line (the Times mentions a “record 14-
foot four-inch black marlin [Strater] caught 
during a fishing trip to Bimini in 1935”). 

“It was my fish,” Strater claimed, “but 
when the photographer came by to take the 
picture at the dock, Hemingway sidled up 
close to fish, stuck out his chest and got his 
picture taken as if he had caught it.”

Little wonder these two guys threw some 
haymakers now and then. “I had boxed in 
school, and I think I impressed Hemingway 
with my punch…that was the only way you 
could impress him.” 

Fun fact: Strater’s grandson, Ogunquit 
attorney Nicholas S. Strater of Strater and 
Strater, has told us, “I was introduced to 
Hemingway here in Maine as a baby dur-
ing one of his visits just after the war to see 
my grandfather.” Though the Princeton Li-
brary can’t confirm it, this tale, like the fish 
of fame itself for Strater, may be the one that 
got away. n

Who caught this fish? Strater and Hemingway had 
a boxing match over it. 
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Panoramic Views • Riverfront • Hot Tub Decks • Zen Garden

Glass House 

Modern waterfront home 
inspired by Mies van der Rohe 
is ready for new owners who 
desire open space, simple 
elegance, and plenty of 
windows on their world.

The Glass House is a wonderfully spacious, modern home located 11 miles from Bangor.  
Bernie and Elaine Dahl, have enjoyed the house and gardens for five years, but are ready to sell. 
This one-of-a-kind, 3,300+ SF home is not for everyone: It requires an appreciation for panoramic 
views, riverfront and hot tub decks, Zen gardens, a cook’s kitchen, superb bedrooms and master 
suite, creative lighting, the finest of building techniques and materials, and above all, glass. 

The Glass House must be experienced to be appreciated. Qualified buyers may contact  
Dr. Dahl at (207) 223-9998 or 745-7272 or FreedomGroupUSA@aol.com

THE FREEDOM GROUP • 9 SHORE LANE, WINTERPORT • WWW.FREEDOMGROUPUSA.COM

For Sale
Winterport, Maine, USA

The

While at Cornell University 
Medical College in New York 

City in the early 1960s, I fell in love 
with the inescapable drama of 
the Seagram Building, designed 
by Mies van der Rohe and Philip 
Johnson. With its unbroken height 
of bronze and glass, I decided 
at that time I would build a Glass 
House during my lifetime.
     The Glass House is inspired by 

the Resor House, which was de-
signed by revolutionary Bauhaus 
architect Mies van der Rohe in 
1937 to straddle a creek in Jack-
son Hole, Wyoming.
     After my wife of 31 years, 
Elaine, passed away, I’ve decided 
to sell The Glass House and move 
on. This one-of-a-kind, 3,300+ SF 
home is only 11 miles from Bangor.
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“Come see us in our NEW 
LOCATION! 

94 Front Street, Bath”


