DISCOVERY

THE COST OF F%EDOM

A C-54A transport departs Newfoundiand e last leg of a mail

flight from England to Washington, D.C. Aretind midnight, over New

Brunswick, they transmit a.signal to Washington, giving the plane’s {

estimated time of arrival. Nothing further is ever heard from this flight.
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The 1963 Greenville B-52C
crash site as viewed
through the plane’s nose
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Monhegan offem hiking trails,
inns, artist studios and a lighthousc.
Summer day trips aboard the
Elizabeth Ann. Year-round
passenger and freight service on the U.S. Mail Boat Laura B.
¢ Charters (birthdays, weddings, reunions, m(m()ndls and fundraisers).
#Nature/Puffin Cruises :
¢ Lighthouse Tours

(207) 372-8848

monhegan@midcoast.com =
www.monheganboat.com .
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RETIRE WITH STYLE IN THE HEART OF
HISTORIC YORK HARBOR

Enjoy the convenience and comfort of New England’s preeminent full-service retirement commu-
nity. Designed after the style of the grand Hotels of the 1890’s, The Inn at Sentry Hill offers a
variety of apartment sizes and styles. Experience fine dining, social and
cultural activities, 24-hour emergency response system and much, much more!

Enjoy the advantage of homeownership without the burden of property maintenance.
Purchase options now available on a limited number of apartments.

Discover a gracious lifestyle today!
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Flags anda mlnnumel‘iut ;
surround the fuselage of
the Greenville B-52C

hike and memorial dedication, I met a local
reporter who made no bones about the fact
that she objected to our glorifying military
aviation and was only there because she
was given the assignment. After reviewing
the history of the crash with maps, photos,
and a model of the accident aircraft, we
hiked in to the site and everyone dispersed
to look over the wreckage field. I stayed
behind to make a few cosmetic adjustments
to the memorial before the dedication cere-
mony. While I was walking around gather-
ing everyone up for the dedication, I found
her sitting cross-legged near a large section
of the aircraft fuselage in tears. She got it. She
sincerely thanked me at the end of the day
for our efforts to preserve this part of
Maine’s aviation heritage. Standing at the
Of the aircraft fuselage in tears. She gof it. She
sincerely thanked me at the end of the day
for our efforts to preserve this part of
Maine’s aviation heritage. Standing at the
site, and seeing the destruction, is a very
powerful experience.

The most rewarding part of these quiet
observances is returning to a crash site with
survivors or family members of the victims
to honor their sacrifice. We receive many
calls, e-mails, and letters from family mem-
bers and service buddies seeking informa-
tion about a mishap, and are often able to
help narrow down vague details and pro-
vide detailed information about what hap-
pened and why.

Fortunately, you do not have to spend
hours in the microfilm room at a library,
and days hiking through the woods to
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tained by local groups or state agencies and
are easily located and visited by anyone
who wishes to see a powerful reminder of
the price of our freedom and prosperity.
Three sites are of particular interest, because
they all have a fairly large amount of wreck-
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Memorial at the site of the 1944 crash of a B-17G
Flying Fortress near Rangeley

™ The Real
" Maine

%= Begins In
~Tenants
Harbor

pring, summer or fall, real warmth and casual

comfort awaits you at our restored seaside

inn. The East Wind, features fine dining,
antique-filled rooms and suites; some with fireplaces
and all with a private ocean view. Whether for an
extended stay, a memorable dinner, we invite you to
come enjoy our historic inn by the sea.
Enjoy a lobster roll or other light fare from the Chandlery Grill
located on our wharf overlooking the harbor.

The East i;i/lnd Inn Locgted on Route 131
in Tenants Harbor.
For Reservations and Information, call: 207-372-6366 or 1-800-241-VIEW

www.eastwindinn.com

Escape to Where the Lakes Meet the
Mountains—Western Maine

Less than an hour northwest of Portland, you’ll find this 1870 country estate
located near the tip of Long Lake on 108 secluded acres of lawns, gardens,
and woodlands. 7 elegant guestrooms, 2 suites, all with private baths and AC, I\
some with fireplaces and whirlpool tub. Enjoy a full country breakfast on the |
covered deck overlooking the gardens before exploring our beautiful area. |
Canoes, bicycles, and hiking trails on site. Available for weddings, family
gatherings, and small seminars.

GREENWOOD MANOR INN

For reservations and information call Located off of Rt. 117 i
207-583-4445 or 1-866-583-4445§ between Bridgton and 1l
www. greenwoodmanonnn com Harrison '“
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Custom Interiors, Inc.

PO Box 425
Cumberland, ME 04021

Tel: (207) 829-5518
Fax: (207) 829-3192

Showroom:

Hardwood floors and stairs

Experienced crews, quality materials

LOBSTAH! 2004 SUMMER EXTRAVAGANZA! MAY 29 ~OCT. 17
A Juried Art Show: “The Art of Lobstering”
An Interactive Exhibit: “The Life of the Lobster”
Are You: Dinner? Oversized? Mom? Short? FIND OUT!!!
ce: Rare Lobster Watercolors by Andrew Wyeth
Lobsterboat Racing Exhibit
1950’s Beals LobsterBoat
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lo TAH Lobster Folk Art
WWW.PENOBSCOTMARINEMUSEUM.ORG ~ OPEN EVERY DAY!
Route 1 & Church Street~Searsport, Maine: Visit Our Museum Store
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May — December
Maine Historical Society

489 Congress St., Portland
www.mainehistory.org

(207)774.1822
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See What's Historical about Portland!

S0 much fo see _m. one stop!

age still present, they are all in areas fre-
quented by tourists, and there are plenty of
local people available to help you find the
sites easily.

The Greenville B-52C

This is probably the best known of all
Maine crash sites and, through the efforts of
the local community, it has been preserved,
is easily located, and has good trails
throughout. You can drive to within 50
yards of the left-wing portion of the crash
site and can tour the entire site withoutany
strenuous hiking.

The crash site is located on the west side
of Elephant Mountain. Take the Scammon
Road and follow the signs along gravel log-
ging roads. On the way, you will pass the
Moosehead Riders Snowmobile Club club-
house with one of the aircraft’s eight ]-57 jet
engines displayed on the front lawn. The
club has played an important role in the
preservation of the crash site, and if the
building is open, there is a nice display of
artifacts from the site, along with articles,
official documents, and photographs inside.
Every January, around the anniversary of

Victoria Mansion
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109 Danforth Sereer = Porthand, Maine 04101
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the crash, they sponsor a memorial snow- H UG H C H AT FIEL D
Fine Art Portrait Photography

mobile ride to the site.

On the afternoon of Thursday, January
24,1963, a crew of nine left Westover Air
Force Base in Massachusetts aboard a 99th
Bomb Wing B-52C Stratofortress for the first
Advanced Capability Radar penetration
training mission to occur on the east coast.
The crew was made up of seven of the elite
Standardization Division personnel from
the 99th and two instructors from a SAC
Bomb Wing in New Mexico. After checking
weather, the Poker Deck 8-3 training route
in Maine was chosen over one in the
Carolinas. This U-shaped route would bring
the eight-engine intercontinental bomber in
over Maine at 500 feet near Princeton, fly
around the mountains near Greenville and
Baxter State Park to simulate a low-level
penetration into the Soviet Union, then
climb out near Houlton. “Afternoon Angel”

At about 2:40 p.m., severe turbulence
was encountered near Greenville and the

Greeting Card, Calendar & Family Portraits

pilot, Lt. Col. Dante Bulli, began to climb 88 Park Street, Suite 21 - Portland ME 04101
out, aborting the training mission for safety 207.772.0272 - www.hughchatfield. com
reasons. Suddenly, there was a loud bang PAYMENT ON CLIENT SATISFACTION ONLY

and the plane went into a right bank from Color or B/W, Film or Digital
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Supplies for Dogs and Cats
195 Commercial Street
Portland, ME 04101

(207) 773-5450
www.fetchorama.com

DESIGNING & BUILDING
THE MAINE TRADITION

FINE ], LINES

LOWER FALLS LANDING | YARMOUTH, MAINE
[207] 846-1002 | WWW. FINELINESMAINE.COM

Visit Pineland Farms*

_ T
A unique farm and business environment

dedicated to agriculture, education, recre-
ation and public functions.
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ww.pinelandfarms.com

B DISCOVERY

which the pilot could not recover. Eight sec-
onds later, the aircraft plunged into the
snow-covered mountain and burst into
flames. When rescuers reached the site in
sub-zero temperatures the next morning,
they found that only three of the nine-man
crew had ejected and only two had sur-
vived. Col. Bulli had landed in a tree and
survived the night after climbing down and
seeking shelter in his survival kit sleeping
bag atop his life raft. Navigator Gerald
Adler, flying in the Electronic Warfare
Officer’s upward firing ejection seat, had
been shot through the treetops by the seat’s
rocket and tumbled in the snow, landing
upright, still in his seat, without his para-
chute ever deploying. He survived the
night by wrapping up in his parachute but
later lost part of one leg to complications
from frostbite.

Adler left the Air Force and pursued a
successful career in law. Bulli continued fly-
ing and later returned to Maine as Deputy
Wing Commander of the 42nd Bomb Wing
at Loring Air Force Base.

The cause of the crash was a design flaw
in this “high-tail” B-52 designed exclusively
for high-altitude operation. The stresses of
turbulence while flying at low attitude had
caused the large vertical stabilizer to snap off
the aircraft, putting it out of control. Four B-
52s were lost this way, one before the
Greenville crash, one a few days later in New
Mexico, and one a year later in Maryland.
Later models of the B-52 were designed for
the low-level mission and are distinguished
by their “low” squared-off tails designed for
the stresses of treetop flight.

The Rangeley B-17G

This site used to require a long, hard

mgg@g@gqgmgﬁm skills to visit, but
The Rangeley B-17G

This site used to require a long, hard
hike and good navigation skills to visit, but
in recent years a gravel logging road has
been constructed along the edge of the
crash site and a New Hampshire group has
erected a nice memorial there to the crew. It
is located on the north slope of Deer
Mountain, actually in the Township of
Lower Cupsuptic. The road into the site is
reached by traveling Route 16 near
Cupsuptic Lake. Get local directions before
heading in, since road conditions and new
woods road construction change yearly.

Around noon on Tuesday, July 11, 1944,
a four-engine B-17 Flying Fortress appeared
below a 1,000-foot overcast near the village
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- Why resort
- to anything less?

= We know what makes a great swimming pool
' resort. Something for everyone in with whirlpool ¥ | 2
the family. Anytime of year. spa. Complete ' d
- That’s the Anchorage Inn. exercise and fit-
South coastal Maine’s only com- ness room. An
= plete year-round family resort. indoor/outdoor
|  Directly on Long Sands Beach in poolside cafe for a
| York Beach. refreshing drink or quick
= snack. And an oceanfront

restaurant, with beachside deck,
for anything from a tall cool one to
an honest-to-goodness Down East
lobster and clambake.

And where else can you look
across from your room and see one
of America’s most picturesque
lighthouses?

You'll find it all at the

3 Anchorage.

Over 100 beautiful, modern

- and fully-appointed oceanfront
rooms. All with air conditioning.,

= direct-dial telephones, private bath
and color television. Some rooms,
like our Spa Suites, even come with
- private whirlpools.

There’s an outdoor and indoor

Not to mention a location that’s
just minutes from tennis, golf and
all the shops and attractions in
York Beach, the Kittery outlets and
historic York and Portsmouth.

For a great vacation anytime of
just minutes from tennis, golf and
all the shops and attractions in
York Beach, the Kittery outlets and
historic York and Portsmouth.

For a great vacation anytime of
year, there’s only one spot to resort
to. The Anchorage.

For more informa-
tion and reservations,
call or write.

Th
: Anchorage

PO. Box 1329
Route 1A, Long Beach Ave., York Beach, ME 03910
(207) 363-5112
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of Rangeley. The plane, on a cross-country
navigation training mission out of Nebraska,
had last contacted Grenier Field in New
Hampshire by radio two hours earlier. It is
believed that some time after this, the aircraft
radio went out and the crew became lost.
They flew around Rangeley for about an hour
and a half, probably trying to find a landmark
to get back on course for Dow Field in Bangor.
A little after 1:30 p.m., the plane disappeared
into the overcast to the north of Rangeley and
was not heard from or seen again.

Two days later, a search plane spotted
the crash site on Deer Mountain. The plane
had struck the mountain in a banking turn
and cartwheeled through the woods, disin-
tegrating along a long narrow path. The
Army Air Force’s Arctic Rescue Team out of
Presque Isle reached the site the following
afternoon. It was quickly determined that
all 10 crew on board had died in the crash.

Some of the wreckage was later buried
during a logging operation, but a hike
through the woods will reveal scattered
pieces of the large aircraft of a type that played
such an important role in the war in Europe.

The Baxter Park C-54A

Late on the evening of Monday, June 20,
1944, a four-engine C-54A transport depart-
ed Stephenville, Newfoundland, on the last
leg of a mail flight from England to Wash-
ington, D.C. Around midnight, the plane
reported by radio to Presque Isle Army Air
Field that they were over the Moncton, New
Brunswick, radio range station. Shortly after,
the radio operator transmitted a Morse code
signal to Washington, giving the plane’s esti-
mated time of arrival. Nothing but silence
followed this final transmission.

Two days of air search along the plane’s
SEnes v e Bl ey drens:
mated time of arrlval Nothing but silence
followed this final transmission.

Two days of air search along the plane’s
planned route, the Blissville (New Bruns-
wick)-to-Bangor radio airway over eastern
Maine, turned up nothing. Based on infor-

Suddenly, there was a
loud bang and the plane
went into a right bank.
Fight seconds later, the
aircraft plunged into the
snow-covered mountain
and burst into flames.



mation from other flights on the same night
about poor radio beacon reception, thun-
derstorm activity, and severe winds aloft,
the search area was moved further west on
the third day. It was only then that the
wreckage was spotted on the eastern end of
the south slope of Fort Mountain near
Mount Katahdin.

Four days later, the Arctic Rescue Team
reached the site overland and determined that
none of the seven on board had survived.

This crash site requires good physical
condition and hiking skills to visit but is
well worth the trip since most of the wreck-
age is still there and much of it is recogniza-
ble as parts of a large aircraft. The remote
location and the preservation efforts of the
state park have helped preserve this site as
well as any in Maine.

This is an all-day hike, starting out on
Baxter Park’s Marston Loop Trail and tra-
versing South and then North Brother
Mountain. A trail to the crash site from
North Brother, built in the 1950s, was “unof-
ficial” and not maintained. It is now diffi-
cult to follow, and bushwhacking to Fort
Mountain is required. A consultation with
park staff before making this trip is highly
recommended.

This site is also unique in that it is one of
11 in Maine that is literally a war grave. In
the fall of 1944, long after all seven crew had
been sent home and buried, hikers located a
body in flight coveralls down slope from
the wreckage. Though officially unidenti-
fied, there was no doubt in the Arctic
Rescue Team members minds at the time
that this was the body of co-pilot Disbrow
Gill, whose cause of death on the flight sur-
geon’s report was listed as “total crema-
tion.” The remains were buried in a rock
that this Was the By of Cpilot isbrow
Gill, whose cause of death on the flight sur-
geon’s report was listed as “total crema-
tion.” The remains were buried in a rock
pile grave near the wreckage.

There is no memorial at this sjte. Gov-
ernor Baxter, in conveying the land to the
State of Maine, asked that there be no memo-
rials placed in the park, not even to himself.

F-84B Thunderjet
Charleston

Second lieutenant Wayne Rabun was
scheduled to be part of a formation of four
F-84B aircraft for a radar calibration flight.
Aircraft problems led to a plane switch, and
by the time he got off the ground, he was
too far behind schedule to participate with

CONCORD
TRAIRAYS

12 Daily Trips from Portiand to Logan Airport

Why Would Anyone Drive?

Concord Trailways is your
Maine connection to Boston
South Station & Logan Airport.

Ride with us and enjoy a
complimentary snack and
movie on all scheduled service. _
Visit us online for schedules =8~
and fares today.

m.gnncmﬂ"aim“s_gnm Portland Transportation Center

100 Sewall Street

Off 1-295: Exit 5 Northbound
Exit 5A Southbound

R. N. COHEN -

Exchange Street Gallery

425 Fore St. Portland, Me 04101 ' B

(207)772-0633 (877)265-9793
www.rncohen.com

NEW RELEASES

8X10 Framed $35. 11X14 Framed $95.




Whether you're searching for a
one-of-a-kind magical beast or a
good old fashioned wooden yoyo,
you'll always find the best toys
& games at the Treehouse.

Open seven days a week
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the other three ships. His flight leader
advised him to put in some local flying time
near the base.

About an hour into the flight, Rabun
spotted and joined up with a different
three-ship formation headed back toward
Dow AFB. He was on a different radio
channel, so he had no contact with them
and did not know their intentions.

The flight leader began a "rat race” as
they neared the base, and Rabun followed
as the last ship. The leader did an immel-
man, and the next two planes followed suit.
Rabun thought they were doing a loop, so
he kept going over the top. His aircraft
exceeded its limiting mach and the controls
locked up due to compressibility. In a high-
speed dive, the aircraft was overstressed
and both wings broke off.

Due to problems experienced with the F-
84 ejection system, planes were flying at this
time with the seats disarmed. Rabun fought
and eventually opened the canopy and
bailed out. The tail struck him, fracturing
his arm.

The aircraft fuselage crashed and burned
in a farm pasture. Rabun landed safe but
injured nearby. The wings were not located
during the crash investigation.

In the summer of 2000, [ was contacted
by a landowner, through Turkeys Unlim-
ited, to identify some aircraft wreckage on
his property. I originally thought this would
turn out to be a USMC F4U Corsair that
crashed in the area, but the location did not
match up well. The F-84 was a second guess.
The wreckage turned out to be the wings
and canopy that broke from the plane and
landed in a wooded area some distance
from the documented crash site.

It was easy to identify the starboard

arara chill wricihla aftar B

Eﬂa"caM)gﬁ]f Tt Brdke Trom the plane an
landed in a wooded area some distance
from the documented crash site.

It was easy to identify the starboard
wing. Markings were still visible after 50
years exposure to the elements. Following
crash-site courtesy, all wreckage was re-
turned to original positions so that bottom-
side markings stay preserved.

At the site, we also discovered a section
of fuselage skin with part of the canopy-

A word about the etiquette and ethics of visiting a
crash site. These sites are memorials to those who died
serving their country and should be granted the same
respect as memorials located in more urban settings. If you
turn over a piece and find some interesting markings, be
sure to put it back face down to reduce the effects of weath-
er and time on the markings. Remember, some Maine
crash sites are literally war graves. So visit, reflect and
enjoy, but let future generations do the same.



release mechanism attached. Lt. Rabun told
the first area residents on the scene that he
remembered pounding on the canopy, the
shock of his chute opening, waking up on
the ground. He had no recollection of leav-
ing the aircraft or being struck by the tail.

B-25, near Perham

This B-25 Mitchell bomber was one of a
flight of eight deploying to the European
Theatre of Operations through Presque Isle
AAF, with the next destination Gander,
Newfoundland. Shortly after takeoff, it was
learned that while the ceiling over the field
' was above the acceptable minimum, the
s entire surrounding area was not, so the air-
craft were recalled.

One plane disappeared but later landed
in Gander safely. Six landed back at Presque
[sle. This aircraft, the eighth, was witnessed
by a farmer to come out of the ceiling in a
steep dive and crash into a remote swamp,
killing the crew of seven. The tail section
had sheared off and landed a quarter of a
mile from the point of impact. Loss of con-
trol due to disorientation was listed as the
probable cause by the inquiry board.

A second B-25 crashed nearby later that
day, killing another seven-man crew.

Two German sympathizers were later
arrested for tampering with a B-17 at the
Presque Isle base, leading to a theory that these
two Mitchells were the victims of sabotage.

I
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As many American aircrew died in
training accidents stateside in World War I
as died in combat. These fliers, and those
who followed in the Cold War, were young,
— | eamest, and serving their country with
honor when their lives were cut short by
—  sudden catastrophic events. Standing at the
site of one of these mishaps seems a strange
_— bastime foran aopolayr hieleriauRey it AN
honor when their lives were cut short by
—  sudden catastrophic events. Standing at the
site of one of these mishaps seems a strange
—  pastime for an amateur historian, but it is an

important part of telling their stories for
— future generations. Standing among the
wreckage and reflecting on the events, the
— _crew, and the families left behind will give
you a new perspective on the lesson that

— _freedom isn't free.
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~ ‘eter Noddin is a safety professional in the
“wsurance loss control field and lives in
edway, Maine. He is the current president of
T Maine Aviation Historical Society and an
____— 'd amateur aviation archaeologist. He main-
——Zains the Maine Aviation Archaeology web
te at www.geocities.com/petef86al.

For information, please call:
207-729-8033
800-729-8033
info@thorntonoaks.com
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Or mail coupon to:
Thornton QOaks

25 Thornton Way, No. 100
Brunswick, Maine 04011
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Enjoy independent living in cottages

or apartments on 29 wooded acres in
Brunswick*. Discover the amenities of a
coastal community, home of Bowdoin College,
and easy access to symphony, museum, theater
and sporting events. Build equity in your
home while we provide the services.

Affiliated wich Mid Coast Health Services,
our campus offers a full continuum of care
including: residences for assisted living,
memory impairment, long-term nursing,
subacute care and rehabilitation services.

* Brunswick, Maine, was named THE place to retire in

New England by Money magazine, July 2000.

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

Email

1-800-225-3819
or 207-389-1161

To 575 acres of Casco Bay shoreline,
heirloom gardens and pristine woodlands

D Golf, tennis, kayaking, hiking, saltwater pool, fishing, sce-

nic cruises, harbor moorings, children’s program

Bistro fare at The Pilot House; casual dining at The Ledges

Lodge, private cottages, our own lighthouse

It’s all here at Sebasco, one of Maine’s
most charming oceanfront resorts

SEBASCO ESTATES, MAINE—one hour north of Portland

WWW.SEBASCO.COM
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