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We interrupt this magazine for
a live feed directly from the
Secretary of Defense’s house.

BY COLIN W. SARGENT
uring the Reagan presidency, everyone
on Earth knew that Secretary of De-
fense Caspar Weinberger (1917-2006)
kept a getaway place up in Maine.

But it was more something imagined than ac-
tually seen. Far fewer knew where it was, or how
luxuriant it was, or that it was once owned by
Mary King Auchincloss. Listed for sale this sum-
mer for $2.15M, “Windswept,” built in 1910, en-
joys a classic view of Somes Sound on Mount
Desert Island. Positioned to advantage at 584
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Caspar W. Weinberger, Jr. :

Caspar Willard Weinberger, Jr, known as
"Cap,” is the son of Caspar Weinberger,
prominent statesman and, most notably,
U.S. Secretary of Defense under the Rea-
gan administration from 1981 to 1987.
Cap’s mother, Jane Weinberger, was an
author and publisher from Milford, Maine.
Born in 1947, Cap studied at Harvard-his
father's alma mater—and earned a B.A. in
Modern British History in 1968. He lived in
San Francisco for many years, working as
an award-winning producer, director, and
writer of documentary films for an NBC
affiliate. Cap settled in Mount Desert in
1997. Today he is a writer and lecturer, as
well as running Windswept House Publish-
ers, started by his mother in 1984.

He takes us inside Windswept as
both a loving family member and a
keen observer.

Q. If there were a documentary film on
Windswept during the Reagan years,
what scenes would they show? We'd like
to see your father in action.
CW: | remember he had one event early
on in the Reagan years. He was commu-
nicating with forces in Irag, or the Gulf,
or somewhere unheard-of in the Middle
East. Maybe it was Saudi Arabia. He was
talking into an enormous phone like the
one Michael Douglas had when he walked
out of prison as Gordon Gecko in Wall
Street II. There was an uplink to a satellite.
| watched him talking outside on the deck.
He had a long conversation of some im-
port that was completely secure. Maybe.

The oldest part of Windswept dates
roughly to the Civil War, so the documen-
tary would show scenes there. My mother Sound Drive, Mount Desert, its handsome which nearly divides Mount Desert Island
prized that ISl the hgart of t_he_ house. aspect conjures up images of a Mount Ver- in two, is still magic.
S? there.was quite a bit of activity here, non plucked from Virginia and nestled with The dock, suitably, is long enough to tie
with seating for up to 20 guests and views . e . . - )

: jeweler’s precision into a savagely beautiful up a Spruance Class guided-missile destroy-

o the sound. Gen. Powell was up here, o setting. er. Approach it from the water, guests tra-
course, and Gen. Vessey. Olympia Snowe, . N .
a lovely friend of the family, was here of- Somes Sound is the only fjord on the East verse the plunging green lawn toward the
ten. She spoke at my dad's funeral. Coast of the U.S. Excuse me, Somes Sound nine-over-nine Georgian windows and the

A documentary film would show my was the only fjord here until it was down- elegant front door.
dad in his first-floor library. It was a lovely graded to a fjard, something of a geographic Touring the 20-room house results in
gift given to him by my mother. It's Penta- embarassment. (Just ask former planet Plu- an echoic sensation, because it’s complete-
gon-sized. My dad was quite a bibliophile, to what that feels like.) In any case, the most ly empty. (Honestly, how could you restage
a lifelong writer. He was bom in San Fran- profound of Somes Sound’s indigo depths the Reagan years?) Eight bedrooms, six full
Continued on next page kiss the bottom at 175 feet. The Sound, baths, and two half baths round out the
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KNEISEL
HALL
CHAMBER
MUSIC
FESTIVAL

49 main street blue hill | www.maebluehill.com
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June 24 -
September 11

Concerts
Open Rehearsals
Master Classes

Fridays
7:30 pm

Sundays

F
4:00pm -

!.1

“-

CYNTHIA WA

Al

IINGS GALLERY

137 Pleasant Street
Blue Hill, Maine
207 374 2203
festival@kneisel.org
www.kneisel.org

24 PARKER, RO
BLUE HuM i
917 20%%
CYNTHIAWS
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SEWALL HOUSE YOGA is a National Historic
Registry destination where Theodore Roosevelt cisco, as was |. He started reviewing books
learned the healing attributes of nature. We offer for the Chronicle in San Francisco when

on-going all-inclusive affordable lodging and he was very young. His desk in Windswept
healing yoga practices. was once owned by Winston Churchill, a
favorite of my father’s. If you're seated at
Join us July 29-31, 2016 for the desk and look left, you look straight

our Yoga Writing Retreat. : o "t‘l - down Somes Sound all the way to Beach

i A — T Mountain, which is absolutely gorgeous.
FIND OUT MORE 18 % There’s a presidential feeling to the room.
646.316.5151 . __‘ ¥ E . | remember flags. The HEW flag was there,
info@sewallhouse.com =5 Y o with book and snake entwined (my father
sewallhouse.com e _| was also Secretary of Health, Education,

and Welfare), plus the American Flag.

A documentary filmmaker would have
I to take to you to his tiny writing room off
a bedroom suite that had his old double
writing desk from his days in California.
He also had a stand-up inkwell writing
desk made by prisoners at Fort Leaven-
worth. It was decorated with bronze coins
showing each branch of the service. From
that desk, he could look down the whole
length of the sound.

Do you feel personally connected to
this house?

CW: Yes, along with my sister and our re-
spective families. | live next door, in a house
called Gull Rock, so named because there's
a rock deposited by a glacier on which so
many gulls sit. It's the start of the fjord.

Don’t you mean fjard? (Must every-
thing be downgraded?)

CW: That happened a few years back,
when my dad was still alive. My dad want-
ed no part of it. He thought that was crazy.
The Sound was always a fjord to him...

Fjord: “Long narrow arm of the sea, commonly extending far in-
land, that results from marine inundation of a glaciated valley.”

Fjard: “Rocky inlet of the sea, usually found along relative-
ly low-lying coasts. Formed by the suémergence of a glacial
valley, fjards are characteristically more irregularly shaped
than the fjords. Like fjords, they may be quite deep and may
have thresholds at their mouths. Fjards are often connected
by mazes of channels but are not typically river-fed estuar-
ies."—britannica.com

creature comforts. The entire structure is
just an eyelash over 8,500 square feet.

There’s an elevator and an in-law apart-
ment. Our favorite place is the paneled li-
brary, big enough for a game of jai alai. Sec-
retary Weinberger’s wife, Jane, an author
and publisher, must have loved curling up
here with her famous collie.

Here those who kept the world secure
had a moment of rest to feel secure them-
selves. It’s vaguely satisfying to know that

FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS the kitchen of one of the most powerful

men in the Western world needs, by all ac-

(2 0 7) 883-2800 counts, a complete redo. Otherwise, this is

197 Route 1 , S Carborough, ME 04074 an astonishing property for those who dare
to think big. Sic transit gloria mundi.

Taxes are $12,600. m
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% CASTINE
Summer Events LR Y MAINE

%, W Under The Elms
Fourth of July | _ ™ = | And By The Sea
Celebration i X
Castine House
and Garden

Tour
Bastille Day
Festival

Plein Air Festival
Castine Classic
Yacht Race

= g e T

ol =

Lisa Burton Photo

Manor Inn « manor-inn.com Pentagoet Inn « pentagoet.com VisitCastine.com

~ 16 Running Tide Road
ape Elizabeth $2,595,000

26 Hamilton Way
Yarmouth $2,650,000

K :'Eu-\_! -

RF/MK 207.553.7302 | DavidBanksTeam.com > A
4 DAVID M. BANKS
B!,THE BAY 281 Veranda Street | Portland, Maine
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Brldgham & Cook, Ltd.

Tea and Biscuits
~Candy and Sweets
Toiletries and Fragrances
Clothing and Gifts

f/@ %’J/d d}MZ %1 ier 30 %a/w
23 Main Street * Historic Freeport Maine, 04032 « (207) 865-1040
www.britishgoods.com
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COME VISIT US
THIS SUMMER!

Trains run on
Saturday & Sunday.
Call for schedule.

97 Cross Road, Alna, Maine * 207-882-4193 « wwfry.org

S

Rooster Brother
The Store for Cooks

and those who love them

by the Union River Bridge
in Downtown Ellsworth

29 Main Street
800 866 0054 « 207 667 8675

www.roosterbrother.com

or visit us at
facebook.com/roosterbrother
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il et 855-767-8624
\ e

I 1ﬂ.ﬂM . EPPII:I': i SUNS.ET 'lr
= Call for Ranger-narrated trip schedule
Fish Frenchman's Bay! S s - 207-288-4585 # 207-546-2927

4 HOUR TRIPS
Bait & tackle provided!

E FERRY . aner 5

Service

¥ - __u = -
“i_—_* DAILY mlis;rmm SERVICE ansego
Ty Bar Harbor & Winter Harbor
50;1?;6%52;2::? 15?:: = Visit Schoodic Point - spectacular views!
Call 244-5882 BOAT CELL 460-1981 Call 207-288-2984

www.downeastwindjammer.com # Call 207-546-2927

REDFIELD (207) 276-3609

ARTISANS GALLERY 125 Main St., Northeast Harbor

Featuring Maine artists since 1978
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FIRST GREEN CERTIFIED
LODGING IN BAR HARBOR

Cozy fireplaces, private sitting
rooms, romantic balconies

A short walk to restaurants,
shops and galleries

OPEN YEAR ROUND

“In Bar Harbor visit
Acadia National Park
and stay at Graycote Inn.”
—Washington Post

GRAYCOTE
/e

Www.graycoteinn.com
40 Holland Avenue,
Bar Harbor, Maine

207 288.3044

ROAD WARRIOR

2

the ¥ney exchange
™

unique gifts, mead, wine and beer

all natural line of skincare products

observation hive and hobbyist beekeeping

thehoneyexchange.com « 207.773.9333

494 Stevens Avenue, Portland, Maine 04103

@‘QDC!- fﬂr

i‘qe

esday-Saturday « 10-2 Sunday

e

b
o

Visit Castle Tucker &
Nickels-Sortwell House

Wiscasset, Maine

For information, visit
HistoricNewEngland.org
or call 207-882-7169

$1 off museum admission with this ad

€ ‘ Moldings, floors,
€3 and stairs from
}s{ Fat Andy’s can
-0 turn an average
room into
a signature
statement with

your individual

imprint.

RECLAIMED CUSTOM
PLANKING:

TORRIFIED RED OAK,
POPLAR & ASH

ESC-CERTIFIED
HARDWOODS

MOLDINGS
STAIR PARTS
CUSTOM DOORS

Reasonably priced.

800.962.5529

207.829.3386

www.fatandys.com

SHOW M:
373 Walnut Hill Road,

/K
. North Yarmouth, ME

."J
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Midcoast Maine’s Premier Cookware Store
Horece 2000

49 Front Street Bath ME 04530
207 443 1402 acooksemporium.com



— e g j Spectacular Waterfront |
Bro Wﬂs Whaf a \ o Lodging & Dining

© Restaurant | s ﬂ; at u‘s ﬁnest
MOTEL @ MARINA > -i C

121 Atlantic Avenue | Boothbay Harbor, Maine
PH 207:633-5440 | TF 800-334-8110

www.brownswharfinn.com | bwi@brownswharfinn.com

Visit Our New Controllable Webcams at
www.boothbayharborwebcams.com




own the moment

A day like no other. A place that's made for memory-making.

e

Authentically Maine.
INQUIRIES 207-789-2000 | VISITPOINTLOOKOUT.COM

POIN'T
LOOKOUT

THE MIDCOAST'S MOUNTAIN RETREAT | WEDDINGS | CONFERENCES | CORPORATE RETREATS | OVERNIGHT STAYS | FARM-TO-TABLE

A peaceful waterfront
getaway 1n scenic
Boothbay Harbor

Enjoy your morning coffee with
harbor views from our relaxing water-
front decks. Visit our quiet Victorian
B&B, just steps from the charming
shops and restaurants of Boothbay
Harbor village.

Harbour Towne Inn
71 Townsend Avenue

Boothbay Harbor, ME

207.633.4300

harbourtowneinn.com
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Heirloom :

Consignment

Come see one of the largest
furniture consignment stores in
Southern Maine!

30 years experience in
home furnishings

Hours
Tues-Sat 10-6
Sun 10-4

|61 Ocean Street
South Portland, Me 04106
207-747-5112

& Syeakpsr..

v
Treat yourself with a

at our romantic
historic inn with all the
contemporary conveniences.
Start your day
our gourmet b:
to]ln\ud by a short
to our terrific beaches.

"HALCYON
wve YARN e

Hundreds of yarns, fibers,
tools & patterns in stock!

LEARN TO KNIT,
WEAVE, SPIN, DYE,
FELT AND MORE!

207.442.7909 » HALCYONYARN.COM
12 SCHOOL ST « BATH, ME

Stop by on your way up Route One,
we’re next to the bridge in Bath.

R T
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