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Hidden Shore
“there is a thing inherent and natural, which existed before heaven and 

earth, motionless and fathomless…” –laozi  

By colin w. sargEnt

Screened by trees along Shore Road in Cape Elizabeth, many shingled mansions harbor daz-
zling views and riveting stories. But what lies behind the army of stone Chinese Zodiak creatures 
guarding the entrance to No. 1172? Welcome inside the palace that’s for sale for $11M.

 Here’s a clue. It’s owned by a native Mainer, the founder of the second-largest environmental law 
firm in the United States.



Environmental lawyer Eliot 
Cutler’s Cape Elizabeth 

home features a two-story 
library (above) and views of 

Zeb Cove (right).  
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Here’s another clue. It has two grand 
pianos.

Have you guessed yet? The seller is for-
mer Maine gubernatorial candidate Eliot 
Cutler, who was “fox-bewitched” by this 
neck of the woods in the late 1990s and 
commissioned Wright-Ryan Construc-
tion to build this stunning mansion, hidden 
from view but alive with perspective in a 
setting where moving spirits seem to sweep 
across the sea. 

I n fact, a great deal of the spirit of this 
retreat springs from the three years 
(2006-2009) Cutler spent in China. 

From garden sculptures to China Trade 
antiques, the 15,000-square-foot enclave 
blends the Maine mystique with the Far 
East. On the yang side, this house brings 

The second study has a 
nancy drew door–a 
bookshelf that swings  

open to a hidden passage.
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out the Wyeth in you, rugged and sure. 
On the yin side, it brings out the Laozi 
in you–deceptively playful. Beyond the 
“four-bedroom guest house, pool, ten-
nis court…and 600 feet of bold Atlantic 
frontage” in the brochure, there’s an ele-
gant sense of detachment here, yet a visi-
tor feels intimately connected to the sym-
phony of rocks, beach, and sea.

Cutler, educated at Deerfield Acad-
emy, Harvard, and Georgetown 
Law, seems to enjoy channeling 

the spirit of his surroundings. “I grew up in 
Bangor and on Hancock Point on French-
man’s Bay,” he says. “It took two years to 
find this property. Once we saw it and 
bought it, we wanted to build a house that 
sat well on the land and was not overly im-



                    

Barridoff 
International Fine Art Auctions
                   GALLERIES

   

   THE SUMMER SALE 2017 | AUG 4TH | 6PM 
                     TO BE HELD AT THE ROUNDWOOD BUSINESS PLAZA
                         400 Roundwood Drive | Scarborough, ME

              Andy Warhol     Winslow Homer              Emily Eveleth
      “Witch”, from Myths Series            “Fly Fishing, Saranac Lake”        “Yet Another Capitalist Allegory”

              Ansel Adams     Martha Walter                 Charles H. Fromuth 
        “Clearing Winter Storm,                  “Beach Day”                     “View from the Shore” (detail)
         Yosemite Valley” (detail)        

              Pablo Picasso                                  
                Owl Pitcher             

Barridoff Galleries                       207.772.5011
83 St. Lawrence St. Portland, ME 04101                 fineart@barridoff.com

      
           Maine Auction License # AUC795

www.Barridoff.com

                      
Sale Preview:  August 3rd, 10am-7pm | August 4th, 10am-5pm

           Robert Philip 
“Buy This Painting” (detail)
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posing from the road or water.” One 
more thing: “We needed lots of room 
for us and our family, a growing fam-
ily along the course of time, where we 
could gather family and friends to enjoy 
the Maine coast with us.” It was just then 
that “I’d merged my law firm with a big 
international firm. A condition was that 
I could commute from Maine, and we 
did it. I did it.”

“I brought two lamps  
from the mantel in Bangor. 

Now it really feels like  
the fireplace where I  

grew up, but it’s here.”
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To design this house deliberately imag-
ined without a name, “We interviewed 10 
architects. We chose Bob Knight of Blue 
Hill,” Cutler says. “I’m not one to give 
names to houses. We view this as a home, 
not as some kind of estate. We had 50 bro-
kers in yesterday, looking at the house. Sev-
eral remarked at how cozy it was, regard-
less of how large. That was a major objec-
tive of ours.”

As cozy as this home may be, most 
retreats don’t have a library on the 
scale of Cutler’s, extending across 

two dimensions. “The libraries are two lev-
els,” nearly windowless but for clerestories, 
connected by a spiral stair. “It’s the main 
turret.” Asked if some lucky books from 
his childhood home floated into his new li-
brary, he’s enthusiastic. “The multi-volume 
Winston Churchill History of World War 

Above: Even the pastel-pink bathroom enjoys oceans views; 
Right: Cutler’s kitchen includes a traditional Aga range 

imported from the UK. 

“Another strong echo 
in the house comes 
from the three years 

when I lived in Beijing, 
when we acquired 

a lot of Chinese 
vernacular furniture.”



Whitney harvey

®

Property Description: Wonderfully built and impeccably maintained, this stately colonial is situated on a private, 
perfectly landscaped 1.9 acre lot surrounded by conservation land and walking trails. Upon entering you 
will immediately feel the warmth the layout affords with its inviting and well-defined spaces. You will enjoy a 
wonderful Chef ’s kitchen, a sun filled breakfast/sunroom, spacious dining room, 2 family rooms, a formal living 

room with fireplace, a fabulous Master Suite with gorgeous new bath, and so much more. MLS 1301146

39 Stonegate, Cape Elizabeth
$1,100,000

Dianne Maskewitz, Broker/Owner
toWn & Shore aSSociateS

207.329.4004 | dmaskewitz@townandshore.com 
one union wharf  | portland | maine  04101 | www.townandshore.com



OFFERING
• Title Abstracting Services

• Complete Document Preparation
• Closing Services
• Title Insurance

Jan Guimont &
Kris Conant

Owners

76 Atlantic Place • South Portland, ME 04106
Phone: (207) 774-4400 • Fax: (207) 774-5935 • www.atlancoast.com
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a serendipitous encounter: wild foxes  
come face-to-face with a sculpture by 
 wendy Klemperer in cutler’s garden. 

II.” Yup, we’re talking with Eliot Cutler. “All 
the Robert McCloskey Books.” One Morn-
ing in Maine meets One Morning in Beijing.

“My favorite part of the library is the 
fireplace. Growing up on Grove Street in 
Bangor, I loved the fireplace and the large 
mantel around it in our house. At first, I 
wanted to take the mantel and fireplace and 
put it here.” Then he reconsidered. “I asked 
Bob Knight if he could duplicate it, and he 
did. He took extremely careful measure-
ments.” To complete the illusion of stopped 
time, “I brought two lamps from the man-
tel” in Bangor. They’d always hovered over 
the fireplace. “Now it really feels like the 
fireplace where I grew up, but it’s here.

“Another strong echo in the house 
comes from the three years 
when I lived in Beijing, when we 

acquired a lot of Chinese vernacular furni-
ture, including two wedding beds.” Which 
may be the answer to: What do you give a 
man who has two pianos? 

“All our furniture from China is here,” 
including large artworks such as Chinese 
Zodiac stoneware. “We brought it back in 
2009 by container.” But what to bring? “We 
had some very heavy Chinese outside lan-
terns, tables, and stools, all made of stone 
and cement. We thought that shipping 
them back would be prohibitively expen-
sive. But when you’re shipping a container, 
you’re shipping by volume, not by weight.” 

Only a third of the container was full. “So 
we went to the Dirt Market in Beijing, and 
we bought an enormous amount of stone 
and cement” sculpture. “It’s all here and gives 
character to the house and the land.”

Of course, in Maine, you don’t need to 
travel to China to purchase China Trade 
antiques. Maine sailing ships brought such c
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Create an outdoor oasis 
with a little help from Gagne & Son.

Now this  is

Living!

Belgrade    Auburn    Westbrook    Kittery    Saco    Topsham    Holden

800.339.3313          gagneandson.com

Masonry     Landscape     Construction Supplies

SUMMER
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treasures to our shores under the creak of 
oak and canvas.

“Exactly right. I have several pieces of 
old Chinese stuff, including a huge ivory 
ship and some cloisonne. These are articles 
I bought at Jim Julia’s auctions even before 
I ever thought of going to China. There’s a 
lot of old China here from ships in the Chi-
na Trade.”

Since we’re here for the tour, tell us about the kitchen.
“There were two cabinetmakers. One was 
Wright Ryan. They have their own cabi-
netry shop. A local Cape Elizabeth cabi-
netry guy did an enormous amount of the 
cabinetry–the lion’s share of it. In the din-
ing room there are two remarkable open 
shelves that are scalloped wood. Sam Rob-
inson sculpted these by hand.

In all this privacy, what animals can you see?

“Several years ago, we bought a 
Wendy  
Klemperer sculpture–you know 

the sculptures at the entrance to the [Port-

One Morning in Maine 
meets One Morning 
in Beijing in Eliot 
Cutler’s15,000-square-
foot home.  
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TICKETS: 207.774.0465
www.portlandstage.org

25A Forest Ave, Portland, ME

Originally Conceived,
Directed & Choreographed 

by Fran Charnas

Aug 15 - 
Sept 10
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littlefieldgallery.com

Daniel Anselmi, Untitled (3-10), artist painted paper
collage on panel, 30 x 40 inches
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(Continued on page 226)

land International] airport? The porcupine? 
We bought an oversized fox by Wendy  
Klemperer. It sits on the edge of the cliff 
that goes down to the ocean. We put it 
there because there was a family of red fox-
es that goes back and forth from the woods 
on one side of our property–a fox crossing. 
We put the fox out there. Lo and behold, 
one day we’re sitting at the window having 
breakfast, and the family of foxes comes by, 
and they start nosing and investigating this 
oversized fox. I was able to grab some won-
derful photographs of the baby foxes play-
ing with the big sculpture.”

Foxes know a good entertainment ven-
ue when they see it. Cutler has hosted “all 
kinds of events” for up to 300 guests near 
the edge of this cliff–receptions under the 
stars “on the ocean side of the house, lob-
ster bakes, dinner and dancing…”

How about the morning after such a party? What do you 
see as the mist burns off?

“We’re on the shipping lane that comes in-
to Portland Harbor. We can see them com-
ing in and out. We see the big ships, and we 
see sailboats and lobster boats in and out 
of Zeb Cove. The more I talk about it, the 
more I’m going to miss it.”

Then, as though to miss it more, he 
adds, “Some [guests] asked me last night 
if I’ll miss it. They asked, ‘You grew up 
Downeast. How does this compare?’ Even 
though we’re on 5.5 acres with 700 feet 
of shorefront, we’re 15 minutes from the 
airport.” He looks out the window. “I’ve 
climbed every mountain at least once on 
MDI,” but the airport isn’t so convenient.

You’ve climbed Otter Cliffs?
“Yes. But other than Acadia itself, you don’t 
have the wonderful urban life of Portland.”



For all your Flooring needs
(207) 883-2800

197 route 1, scarborough, Me 04074



Protect your family and home value with the help of our  
environmental hazard and air quality professionals.

Quality Solutions, State-of-the-Art Testing
Discover Our 24/7 Services

• Air Quality  
Testing
• Asbestos
• Mold

17 Patrick Street, Westbrook, ME
Phone: 854–5262 | Fax: 854–2609 | biosenv.com

“Amazing Work by Amazing 
Professionals.” – Nick V.

Safe & Sure

• Lead Abatement
• 24/7 Water  
Damage Restoration
• Infection Control



BeepLo
East Blue Hill, Maine

Modern architect-designed home boasts outstanding craftsmanship and luxury 
amenities throughout. Separate guest house and ocean views.

Offered for $1,395,000

Listed by Keating Pepper, Jane McCombs-Beaman, & Jamie O’Keefe
207-276-3322 

www.KnowlesCo.com
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COASTAL DISCOVERY CRUISES
2- to 2½-hour cruises 

Puffins/Nature • Lighthouses 
Sunset Puffin/Nature Cruise • Charters

The original 
MONHEGAN ISLAND MAIL BOAT EXPERIENCE

3 trips daily during summer
2 0 7 - 3 7 2 - 8 8 4 8

Craig Carreno
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Hidden Shore (continued from page 223)

When I use the word “monumental,” 
he stops me. This lovely, secluded place is, 
“not a monument to me. It’s a great house. 
We’ve loved living here. It’s a place to live, 
to entertain. We’ve bought an apartment 
in the West End, in a building designed by 
John Calvin Stevens that we love, where we 
know people. We’re looking for a place on 
the water in Maine in the next year and a 
half or two.”

Asked about a magic spot in the house, 
he says, “My favorite spot is the breakfast 
area off the kitchen. It’s surrounded 180 
degrees by massive windows. On a clear 
day you can see Portugal.” There’s a pause. 
“I’ll never have as great an office as I have 
here now.”

Taxes are $84,013. n



1st Annual 
 FLAHERTY  
FAMILY FARM 

ARTS & CRAFTS 
SHOW 

August 4 - 6 

Fri-Sat 10am-4pm  
Sun 10am-3pm 

 Buy Local 
 Made in Maine 
 Delicious Food 
 Admission $3  
 Under 12 free 
 Free Parking 

Flaherty Family Farm 
123 Payne Road 
Scarborough, ME 

United Maine Craftsmen    
             207-621-2818 
www.unitedmainecraftsmen.com 

UMC a non-profit organization 
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