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Great you're coming back to Ogunquit to star in Damn Yan-
kees. In your case, will it be “The Devil Wears Gucd” or “The
Devil Wears Missoni”?

I think for a summer in Maine it would have
to be “The Devil Wears L.L. Bean”! Even
though I love European designers, I have a
great appreciation for classic American
sportswear. I love the preppy Americana of
New England, so don’t be surprised if you
see me around town in seersucker shorts,
patchwork shirts, and boat shoes. When I
come to Maine, I'm living the dream!

Are you a Red Sox or a Yankees fan?

Would you believe I'm not that much of a
sports fan? I know, it’s hard to believe! I
guess I'd have to say I'm more of a Red
Sox fan since I made several of them over
on an episode of Queer Eye for the Straight
Guy. I even took to the ball field with some
of them for a charity game and threw out
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Devil Wears Gucc

Carson Kressley takes the stage July 25-August 18 in Ogunquit Playhouse’s Damn Yankees.

INTERVIEW BY COLIN W. SARGENT

the first pitch at Fenway Park. I still have
that ball...somewhere!

What do you think of their changing the Washington Sena-
tors to the Red Sox to fan the flames of therivalry?

I think it's great. I play “The Devil” in the
show, so I'd better get into character and en-
courage all flame fanning.

You did such a fantasticjob starring in The Drowsy Chaperone
at Ogunquit Playhouse. Did that start something for you?

I am so grateful for that part. I adore that
show and I had an absolutely wonderful
time playing “Man in Chair.” I just did the
best I could to bring him to life in a believ-
able way. The show was so well-written and
directed-and the cast was so talented-it
made my job easy. I really felt for the charac-
ter and his love for Broadway, so that part
was easy. Even though he could be quite
lonely at times, he ultimately finds joy in the

show he loves so much. I tried to tap into
that same feeling.

Did you stay at 16 Beach Street last time you were here?
Where will you stay this time around?

I'love 16 Beach Street and its lovely owners,
Dick and Linda Wickert. They were the first
friendly locals I met when I first visited
Ogunquit, so Beach Street will always feel
like home.

What were some of the haunts you visited in Ogunquit two
summers ago?

After the busy weeks of rehearsal, days be-
come free and I can really enjoy all that Ogun-
quithas to offer! Ilove to go antiquing in Wells,
hit L.L. Bean in Freeport (they have a great re-
freshment stand that serves a killer lobster
roll), orjust hit the gorgeous beach in town! Of
course a star’s gotta eat, so I love Barnacle Bil-
ly’s and Cape Neddick Lobster Pound!

COURTESY CARSON KRESSLEY
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Ogunquit Art
Association

Maine's Oldest Artists’ Group

Carol Aronson Shore

Exhibitions at
Barn Gallery

Receptions: May 26,
June 30, Aug 18, Sept 15

ART AUCTION AUGUST 4
Ask about our workshops
Bourne Lane at Shore Rd

Ogunquit, Maine
207-646-8400

www.ogunquitartassociation.com

PUCCINI
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A highlight of Maine's summer magic

JULY-Z25 & 27, 2G1Z

414 Fore Street
Portland, Maine
207-879-6306
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SAINT JAMES

30 Ocean Avenue Né de e nea

Kennebunkport, Maine
207-967-2206

www.carlasonline.com

MERRILL AUDITORIUM, PORTLAND, MAINE

Stephen Lord, Conductor ® Dona D. Vaughn, Director

PORTopera

WWW.portopera.org

www.porttix.com * (207) 842-0800

Proudly Sponsored by
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IN GOOD
KEEPING

Store your sundries in canisters
that preserve tradition.

Vietnam’s blue and white
ceramics have been cherished
around the world
since the 15th century.

B

Blue Vines Canisters
$34, $44, $54
HANDCRAFTED IN VIETNAM

TEN THOUSAND

VILLAGES.

HARMONY. MADE BY HAND™
A Fair Trade Retailer.

33 Exchange St
Portland

www.tenthousandvillages.com

Bring in this ad to receive

25% OFF

one item.

& Offer valid at participating stores until 5/31/12. §
Not valid with other discounts, purchase

of gift cards or Oriental rugs. )

8131212

r
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he crowd overlooking

r Open March - December 2012
Please Call Ahead
for Daily Hours

Present this Ad and receive a

12% Discount

on your check during Lunch hours
or when seated before 6:30 at Dinner.

60 Shore Road
een Ogunquit & York Beach
Cape Neddick, Maine
207-363-5471

www.capeneddick.com

Summer Season 2012
SONG, DANCE & LAUGHTER
A Sound Investment
FOREVER PLAID WHITE CHRISTMAS
June 5-23 June 25—July 14
CINDERELLA ROCKY HORROR SHOW
July 17— August 4 August 7-18

BEYOND THE RAINBOW:
THE NEW JUDY GARLAND MUSICAL
August 21—September 1

53 Old Post Road, Arundel, Maine
Seasonal Box Office: 985-5552 * arundelbarnplayhouse.com

OUR CITY...YOUR WAY!
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New England’s North Star
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THE ARTS

From left: Carson Kressley takes pride in his makeover of Kevin
Millar and Jason Varitek during the 2005 season of Queer Eye for
the Straight Guy. Kressley also revamped Johnny Damon, Tim
Wakefield, and Doug Mirabelli.

In the 1958 movie Damn Yankees, Ray Walston played the
Devil and Tab Hunter played Joe Hardy. Who's your answer to
Tab Hunter this summer?

Oh, that would have to be Zac Efron. What a
dream boat!

Cary Grant was originally considered devil material when
they were casting the movie. Since Walston, famous dev-
ils playing in Damn Yankees include Victor Garber, Jerry
Lewis, and more recently, Sean Hayes. What kind of devil
will you be?

Sassy is the key word. My version of the
devil will be sassy and saucy and not neces-
sarily evil. I can’t imagine playing evil.

We enjoyed watching you on Dancing With The Stars. Did
you know Tom Bergeron used to be the host of Granite
State Challenge (the quiz show for high schoolers in New
Hampshire)?

You know, I didn’t know that! But I'm not
surprised. He’s so smart, funny, and talent-
ed. And a great kisser. Just kidding. About
the kissing part!

If we're always supposed to wear cashmere and never
supposed to wear pleated khakis, how would you make
overL.L.Bean?

L.L. Bean makes such great things, great
American sportswear that is a classic. I'd
love to collaborate with them to develop a
slightly younger, cooler sub-collection that
still reflects the brand’s heritage with a
more modern silhouette and fit. Kind of
like what Thom Browne did with “Black
Fleece” for Brooks Brothers. m

BRAVO



