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The Bride
Wore Red
these brides ditch tradition and make their 

wedding day a canvas of the unexpected.

By Sofia Voltin

“When I first started looking for a wedding dress, I 
thought I’d be wearing white,” Courtney Marie Sonia, 
28, says. By the time she married Robert Vaughn Gray 

in Georgetown, Maine, she was wearing a dark teal wedding gown, orig-
inally marketed as a bridesmaid dress by Alfred Angelo. “After trying 
on many white, cream, and ivory dresses, I came to the conclusion that 
I don’t really look that great in such a pale color! I’d already shirked tra-
dition by choosing not to have a diamond engagement ring—I opted for 
green tourmaline and emerald instead. So I thought maybe I could just 
keep on going down the non-traditional road.” 

This Western tradition of the white bridal gown is relatively new. In 
many cultures around the world, red, yellow, even black are custom-
ary. (Red is prominent in India and China, and Spanish brides will of-
ten wear black.) While there were occasions of famous historical brides 
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wearing white dresses, it was Queen Victoria 
who really got the trend going with her Prot-
estant marriage to Prince Albert in 1840. Be-
fore this, even though brides did wear white 
on occasion, it was more common to wear 
blue, black, or whatever color their best dress 
happened to be. White dresses didn’t repre-
sent the virginity or purity of the bride but 
rather the wealth and status of the bride’s 
family. White dresses were expensive and 
nearly impossible to keep clean. They were 
impractical. So if you wore a white dress, it 
meant your family had money to burn. Ro-
mantic, no? 

A veryl Hill, 50, is the writer behind 
the blog “Simple Living New Eng-
land.” She married Wayne John-

son in September at St. Ann’s church in Ken-
nebunkport—wearing a navy dress with 
hand beading, reminiscent of the flapper era. 
“This is a second marriage for both of us. I 
wanted a vintage-inspired wedding dress be-
cause, as I like to say, I’m outdated by design. 
But as a fifty-year-old bride, I didn’t want 
to wear a dress designed for someone in her 
twenties getting married for the first time. 
White isn’t a flattering color for me, anyway.” 

The association we still carry that the 
white wedding dress is for a young bride 
again stems from those prim Victorian ide-
als. Women’s magazines played a key role in 
recasting the white wedding dress from an 
indication of wealth to a badge of innocence 
and virginity. Most notably, Godey’s Lady’s 
Book claimed that white was, and had always 
been, the “most fitting hue” for a bride as “an 
emblem of the purity and innocence of girl-
hood” in an 1849 issue. Yikes!

Joan Crawford, married 
four times herself, stars as 
Anni, a nightclub singer, 
in The Bride Wore Red 
(1937). Anni finds herself 
thrust into the glitz and 
glamour of the wealthy 
but must soon choose 
between love and money.

O’ Oysters
Providing a Mobile Oyster Feast

We bring the oysters to you!

• We source fresh, clean, cold-water 
oysters

• We are pleased to work small parties 
or large

• We service Southern and Mid-Coast 
Maine

• We will shuck oysters indoors or out

It’s easy and fun to host an 
oyster event!

• We will expertly suggest appropriate 
quantities and varieties

• We are responsible for the entirety 
of service including clean-up

• We serve four accouterments   
alongside our oysters

Contact: Lucas Myers, Owner & Operator
207-632-7247 / lucas@ooysters.com

weddings, holiday parties, educational tastings, corporate events, 
bridal showers, retirement parties, backyard fun: 
Oysters Make Every Event Even Better

find us on-line at www.ooysters.com
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weddings, holiday parties, educational tastings, corporate events, 
bridal showers, retirement parties, backyard fun: 
Oysters Make Every Event Even Better

find us on-line at www.ooysters.comWe Bring Oysters 
to You!

Event Planners: Hire us to shuck and serve 

oysters at your next gathering!

Find more information on our website or contact us directly!
Lucas Myers, Owner & Operator

(207) 632-7247 - lucas@ooysters.com

www.ooysters.com

Holiday Parties, Corporate Events, 

Weddings, Educational Tastings, 

Retirement Parties, and More!

564 Congress Street, Portland, Maine
(207) 805-1348 • thesockshack.com

Fabulous 

Socks for Men, 

Women, 

& Kids

WE PUT THE 

PARTY IN 

WEDDING 

PARTY
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FROM 
MOTHER TO 
DAUGHTER 
RESTORATION

We make wedding 
dresses and mother’s 
apparel from scratch.

207 239 5672

322 FORE STREET

PORTLAND, MAINE

MARIAANTONIETABRIDAL.COM

“I buy fabrics wherever I go—
New York, Paris, in Italy or 

Spain. I love creating patterns. 
Sewing is a challenge and a 

constant learning process. One 
may know the techniques but 

must be inventive to face differ-
ent needs that will be presented 

in the making of a garment.”Mem o r i e s  B eg i n  Here

w e d d i n g s i n b a r h a r b o r. c o m  •  8 0 0 - 3 5 0 - 3 3 5 2  •  s a l e s@ba rh a r bo r i nn . c om

C elebrate your  spe c ia l  day 

at  our  e le gant ,  h istor ic 

oc e anf ront  re sor t  in  the he ar t 

of  downtown Bar  Harbor.

(207) 415-8493 | WWW.FOGGSBOATWORKS.COM

INTRODUCING THE ALL NEW FOGG CAT 44
AVAILABLE FOR THE UPCOMING 2019 SEASON!

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEXT PRIVATE CHARTER OR EVENT TRANSPORTATION!

FOGG’S WATER TAXI AND CHARTERS

Visit our website or give us a call for more information!
coastalcrittersclambakes.com • 207-338-3384

We specialize in upscale Lobster Bake Weddings
& Fine New England Cookout & Grilling Menus
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The Caravan
DESTINATIONCATERING.COM  / DESTINATION@GWI.NET  /  207.985.7333

PHOTO CREDIT:  BREAMCDONALD.COM

VINTAGE TRAVELING 
COCKTAIL BAR

MOTORCOACH | SCHOOL BUS | TROLLEY | LIMO | TOWN CAR

GONECT.COM | (207) 784-3159

THE BEST IN MAINE FOR 20 YEARS. 
Let us help make your big day just a little more 
special. We have been providing Maine’s brides with 
the best service and expierences for 20 years.  
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The white dress did have some new 
practical benefits for the Victorian age. The 
rise of photography led to wedding por-
traits, and the white dress stood out in the 
muted black-and-white and sepia photo-
graphs. Ashley Jardim owns She of the 
Woods, a Maine wedding and elopement 
photography company. “While white is 
such an easy color to photograph, and it 
looks perfect in any environment, I abso-
lutely love working with brides who go the 
non-traditional route and wear a color that 
has more meaning to them. Brides who 
wear non-white dresses tend to have more 
personalized weddings in every way—usu-
ally more intimate and artistic.”

Amy McCarthy, the digital market-
ing coordinator and senior sales 
consultant at Andrea’s Bridal in 

Portland, says, “It’s still a pretty small 
percentage of women who opt out of the 
traditional ivory or champagne wedding 
dress. We’ve noticed a recent influx of 
black dresses or black with lace detailing. 
I think a lot of it depends on the venue 

Mem� i�  Begin H� e
B a r  H a r b o r ,  M a i n e

www.aobarharbor.com
888-296-0403

weddings@aobarharbor.com

Enjoy ocean views from 

every room, availability 

of the Willows Mansion, 

on-site catering, and 

accommodations for 

indoor and outdoor 

ceremonies.

Atlant ic
Oceanside
H o t e l  &  E v e n t  C e n t e r
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and vibe of the wedding. These brides…feel 
a full ivory dress and a long train would 
not fit with the venue and [vibe] they’re go-
ing for at their wedding.” 

There’s no denying that the white or 
ivory dress remains the iconic image 
of the Western bride. “A lot of wom-

en do choose white or ivory because of tradi-
tion,” McCarthy says. “They still get married 
in churches and walk down the aisle. Some 
people just want to feel bridal and have that 
big moment.”

“I think that white dresses are beautiful, 
but I hope women realize they have a choice. 
White is just a fashion trend, after all,” So-
nia says. “You should do what feels right for 
yourself and your partner. Your family and 
friends, your wedding planner, and your 
vendors may have opinions on the subject, 
but it’s not their wedding.” Are there mat-
ters to redress if you pick a red dress? “Some 
people expressed apprehension about the 
choices we were making, but in the end, it 
all worked out beautifully. Everyone had a 
wonderful time.” n
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Give us a call 207-625-8581 or visit us on facebook

Maine Camp 
Weddings
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1945 Congress St, Portland
Call or email for a tour or quote

207.773.6939 ext. 301
k_mcdonough@yahoo.com

elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?lodge=188

NEWLY RENOVATED 
PORTLAND ELKS 

Ballroom accommodates
up to 250 for

Wedding Receptions

Complete Wedding
Packages including catering,

fl orals, linens

Full Service

Ample Free Parking

Unbeatable Pricing

Saturday, May 4, 2019 11am-3pm

ninestones
sPa

®
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Labrie Family Skate at
Puddle Dock Pond

Dec to March
7 days, 9 am to 9 pm
StrawberyBanke.org
14 Hancock Street

Portsmouth NH 03801

THE EAST WIND INN
TENANTS HARBOR, MAINE

Timeless , 
Elegant , 
Coasta l .

{ n o w  b o o k i n g  2 0 1 8 }

207-372-6366

www.eastwindinn.com

eastwindinnweddings@gmail.com

21 MECHANIC STREET  
TENANTS HARBOR, MAINE

DEPARTING CAMDEN ABOARD LIVELY LADY
CAMDEN HARBOR CRUISES

WEDDING EVENTS • PROPOSALS
BACHELOR & BACHELORETTE PARTIES 

REHEARSAL DINNERS
ISLAND TRANSPORTATION
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PHONE 207.236.6672
PUBLIC LANDING, CAMDEN, ME 04843

www.CamdenHarborCruises.com

WEDDING EVENTS • PROPOSALS
BACHELOR & BACHELORETTE PARTIES 

REHEARSAL DINNERS
ISLAND TRANSPORTATION

Spectacular Maine, Outstanding Service 
and Food Your Guests Will Rave About
                                      for Years to Come!

Oceanfront afternoon or evening weddings for up to 150 
guests. Our complete packages and on-staff  wedding coordina-
tor make your planning easy. Arrange a tour or visit us online.   
Dawn Whitt emore / 207-363-3850, ext 401 / StageNeck.com

©Patrick McNamaraYork Harbor, ME
sold locally at Suger

order online: 
sarahcrawfordhandcrafted.com

or by appt. 401.339.0023



Dinner, drinks, and music, 
in the heart of the Kennebunks, 

with or without 
150 of your closest friends.

VINTAGE COCKTAILS  
LIVE MUSIC 

OUTDOOR PATIO
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Email or call us for a quote.
207-536-1354 

elcorazonfoodtruck@gmail.com
190 State St. Portland, ME

Authentic Mexican food from the heart.

Convenient and cost effective,we 
have catered over 100 weddings 

and events since 2013.

Book your Summer 2019 
Wedding or event now!

Food trucks:  
The way to go for weddings. 

Where better to “tie the knot” than at
Cook’s Lobster & Ale House, on picturesque

Garrison Cove on Bailey Island.

Whether you are hosting an intimate reception
in our Cribstone Room or hosting a large

reception under the tent on The Point, the sights,
sounds, smell & taste of Casco Bay will delight

you & your guests. 

This is Maine at its best—let us share that with
you & help make your special day just as perfect

as it should be! For more information on weddings,
Please email jen@cookslobster.com

cookslobster.com

Wtie the knot!

Latitude   43° 45’ 1”

Longitude   -69° 59’ 32”
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Paper Patch
the

Designing custom 

wedding invitations 

for over 40 years.

Visit us to create your 

own personal wedding 

stationery trousseau.  

No appointment required.

Featuring custom 

invitations and 

announcements, 

and personalized 

stationery by Crane’s, 

and William Arthur.

21 Exchange Street 
(207) 774-3125

ihcmgr@portland.twcbc.com



(Top): Dan Houde, Wiseguy Creative Photography, 2nd row 1,3 Ashleigh Full Photography, 2,4, Tim Shellmer Photography

NORTH CONWAY, NH • 603-356-5411 
sales@redjacketresorts.com 
redjacketresorts.com/weddings

Red Jacket Mountain View Resort in the White Mountains of New Hampshire

portland-magazine-wedding-2018.indd   1 12/3/18   4:43 PM
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The Forevermark  
Tribute™ Collection

FOR ALL  
THAT YOU ARE

A diamond for each  
of your qualities

www.daysjewelers.com



62 Beachmere Place, Ogunquit, Maine
celebrations@beachmereinn.com  ~ 207-646-2021  ~  www.beachmereinn.com

The Beachmere Inn is the perfect location to celebrate   
your Maine Dream Wedding with family and friends 
overlooking the Marginal Way in Ogunquit, Maine. 

Let us help you celebrate!
Ph

ot
os

 b
y 

Fo
cu

s 
Ph

ot
og

ra
hy

 &
 S

ha
ne

’s 
W

ed
di

ng
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy

Our Ocean View Lawn can accommodate  
your guests for an outdoor ceremony  
followed by cocktails on the rotunda.  

Our Marginal Way Salon with its spectacular ocean view,  
provides an intimate setting for your reception  

during any Maine season.



1888 Wedding Barn in  
Scenic Sunday River Valley Area
207-824-0860
1888weddingbarn.com

The Bethel Inn Resort
800-654-0125
bethelinn.com

DMC Livery Service
207-576-4750
dmcliveryservice.com

Ellie Andrews, Wedding Officiant
207-592-9614
reverendelliemaineweddings.com

Maine’s most beautiful 
mountain village

Bethel
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Y Your wedding day is a day  
you’ll never forget. With the 
stunning mountain backdrop 
and all the year-round fun to 

be had in the Bethel area, your 
guests will be talking about it 

for years to come, too.

All the services you need 
are available locally—

venues, caterers, florists, 
photographers, tent and supply 

rentals, officiants, spas, and 
salons—staffed with friendly, 

helpful folks who want to make 
your wedding just right.

Make your big day  
beautiful in Bethel.

Good Food Store  
& Catering Co.
800-879-8926
goodfoodbethel.com

Holidae House  
Bed & Breakfast
207-824-3400
holidaehouse.com

The Merrill House  
Wedding Venue
207-392-3422
merrillhouse.com

Mountain House on Sunday River 
Weddings & Events Venue with Lodging 
207-583-2007
mountainhouseonsundayriver.com

Mountain View Weddings  
& Transportation
207-824-2222
trailsendmaine.com

NorthEast Charter/All Aboard 
Trolley/Crown Limousine
207-784-3159 or 888-593-6328
goNECT.com

Pooh Corner Farm 
Florist
207-836-3276 (FARM)
poohfarm.com

Rooster’s Roadhouse  
Restaurant & Catering 
Services
207-824-0309
roostersroadhouse.com

The Sudbury Inn
207-824-2174
thesudburyinn.com

(800) 442-5826    bethelmaine.com/weddings-events





CATERING

www.lauracabotcatering.com • 207-832-6337

social. corporate. weddings. full bar services.
We are a full-service catering company that specializes in 
fi nding the right balance between elegance and pleasure.
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It’s a lifetime of memories

A Wedding is More than a Day

262 Main St., Route 1 | South Portland, ME 04106

800.244.5966  |  207.767.5966

OneStopEventRentals.com 

Brea McDonald Photography

Meredith Perdue

40 Main St. Biddeford | www.TuluSalon.com | 207-710-0636
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Begin your 
journey 
together...

 ...at 
Gilsland Farm

Falmouth, Maine
(207) 781-2330

rentals@maineaudubon.org
maineaudubon.org/weddings

Photo by Sarah Morrill Photography

Gilsland Farm 
Audubon Center 
offers 65 acres of 

beautiful sanctuary,
a peony garden, 
historic orchard, 

and lush meadows and lush meadows 
for you to enjoy. 

The Inn at Bath

The Perfect B&B for 
a Maine Getaway

207-443-4294
InnAtBath.com

Historic Greek Revival 
Home on tree-lined
Washington Street

Bath, Maine

Quality Men’s Fashion 

You’ll Wear for Years to Come

Peter Renney’s Fashion
Since 1975

105 Exchange Street Portland, Maine 04101 
Tel: (207)774-1981 Fax: (207)775-3772

e-mail: peterrenneys@gmail.com

•Peter Renney BC-final:Peter Renney BC 7/15/11 9:47 AM P

105 Exchange Street, Portland, Maine

(207)774-1981 | peterrennys@gmail.com


