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DIAMOND’S EDGE
R E S T A U R A N T  &  M A R I N A

A mile away, a world apart.

The Island Wedding of 
your dreams - 

no passport required.
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I t starts with the Facebook post–a beaming 
couple, a sparkling rock, and the words, “We’re 
Engaged!” Or, for those minimalist pairs, a sub-

tle relationship status update will suffice, shocking the 
masses into praise and congratulations. But don’t get 
comfortable yet, lovebirds. You’ve got a show to pro-
duce. From hashtags to Snapchats, there are decisions 
to be made, photos to be taken, and a dance to choreo-
graph. Will your theme be boho-chic, vintage farm, or 
traditional–but not too traditional, because who wants 
to be traditional anymore? This isn’t your Grandma’s 
wedding, dear.

Before the big day
We were engaged for less than an hour before the 
logistics came to light. “Who do you want to film 
it?” asked my older sister, wedding alumna, summa 

By Olivia Gunn

How can you have it all
Without it being all

#toomuch?
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cum laude class of 2013. “Film it? Is there 
a script?” Look, I’ve done some planning 
in the past, but coloring books and an Ex-
cel spreadsheet are two different realities. 
In the two months I’ve been wearing this 
ring, I can tell you planning Barbie’s wed-
ding was a hell of a lot more reasonable. 
The expectations have changed, and the 
ideas are endless. One look at Pinterest and 
I was overwhelmed to the point of plan-
ning paralysis.

M y fiancé and I would like to spend 
as little as possible while still en-
joying a party with our loved 

ones. But according to averages by the wed-
ding planning site The Knot, a Maine wed-
ding can run close to $30,000. Try suggest-
ing that number to Portland-based wed-
ding planner Laurie Andrews. “That’s what 
our clients are spending on décor!” she 
laughs. Thirty thousand dollars for flowers, 
candle-filled mason jars, and an aisle run-
ner? But, as Laurie explains, that’s the re-
ality. Though a great wedding at $30,000 is 
possible (along with paying off school loans 
and buying a new car), five to seven percent 
of “luxury weddings” weigh in at about 
$60,000, with one or two of her clients each 
year surpassing $200,000. “Brides and their 
guests want to have an experience. Going 
through all of the traditional [motions] is 
out. They want to be entertained, and for 
the day to be flowing.” Laurie suggests a 
magician to entertain guest between mo-
ments (think he can pull that $30,000 out 
of his hat?) or offering a special hashtag for 
guests to share on Instagram. b
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We are a full service catering company that specializes in 
finding the right balance between elegance ... and pleasure.

CATERING

Beautiful Food For All Occasions

(207) 832-6337
PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572

lauracabotcatering.com

CATERING

Beautiful Food For All Occasions

(207) 832-6337
PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572

lauracabotcatering.com

lauracabot
C A T E R I N G

Beautiful Food For All Occasions
(207) 832-6337

PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572
lauracabotcatering.com

lauracabot
C A T E R I N G

Beautiful Food For All Occasions
(207) 832-6337

PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572
lauracabotcatering.com

laura cabot
C A T E R I N G

Beautiful Food For All Occasions
(207) 832-6337

PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572
lauracabotcatering.com

laura cabot
C A T E R I N G

Beautiful Food For All Occasions

(207) 832-6337
PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572

lauracabotcatering.com

www.lauracabotcatering.com • 207-832-6337www.lauracabotcatering.com
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Beautiful Foods For All Occasions

PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572

(207) 832-6337

CATERING

Beautiful Food For All Occasions

(207) 832-6337
PO Box 628 •  Waldoboro, ME 04572

We are a full service catering company that specializes in 
fi nding the right balance between elegance...and pleasure.

social. corporate. weddings. full bar services



MD
775  L A F AY E T T E R O A D ,  P O R T S M O U T H ,  NH 03801   •   603 .431 .5454

www.made l e i n e sd augh t e r. c om

Only  45  m inu t e s  f r om  Po r t l and ,  en j o y  t a x - f r e e  s hopp ing ,  w i th  e a s y  and  f r e e  p a rk ing .

M A D E L E I N E ’ S  D A U G H T E R

MD_Portland_2016  8/12/16  9:29 AM  Page 1
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In our case, a Liza Minnelli imperson-
ator is out of the question because, in my 
mother’s words, “This isn’t art school any-
more.” But have no fear; your wedding jack-
of-all-trades is here. Kevin Ouellette of 
Amazing DJ: Music, Sound, and Photog-
raphy offers a “four-in-one wedding pack-
age.” Starting at $5,500, he’ll act as your 
wedding coordinator, photographer, DJ, 
and even throw in a photo booth. 

“You’re working with an audience that 
ranges from seven years old to 97 years 
old,” says Kevin. “You need to give your au-
dience members what they want so they 
can give you what you want.”

Of course, your guests want to see the 
two of you commit to your lives togeth-
er (with the exception of cousin Troy, who 
just wants free drinks). But with access to 
millions of videos, songs, articles, and con-
versations in our back pockets, Kevin says 
there is no need for competition. 

“You go from bar to bar in the Old Port 
and have an entirely different experience 
every 25 minutes, so being in one or two 
places for five to six hours has become a 
challenge.” When Kevin works a wedding, 
he makes sure to create an atmosphere that 
encourages engagement and energy. This 
isn’t to say you can’t keep things simple. 
Offer a cocktail hour with the right music 
that’s sure to keep guests on their feet. Once 
they sit down, Kevin explains, the next 
thing they want is their meal. And most 
importantly, the couple needs to be accessi-
ble throughout the entire wedding.  

While the guidance of a wedding 
planner is convenient, how many 
couples can actually afford one? 

We certainly can’t, and neither could Misty 
Coolidge. Planning her wedding in 2013, 
Misty dreamed of a barn venue but just w
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Wine • Concerts • Tours • Weddings

A Maine Vineyard & Winery 
Handcrafting Award-Winning Wines

1 7 5  B a r r e t t  H i l l  R d .  U n i o n ,  M a i n e  •  ( 2 0 7 ) 7 8 5 - 2 8 2 8  

i n f o @ S a v a g e O a ke s . c o m  •  w w w. S a v a g e O a ke s . c o m

East End Cupcakes
426 Fore Street Portland, Maine

619-7644 | www.eastendcupcake.com
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couldn’t afford it. Today, as the owner of 
Coolidge Family Farm, she makes an offer 
many couples can’t refuse.

“Brides ask me if they can plan a wed-
ding for $10,000, and I say, ‘yes.’ That was my 
budget when I got married.” For that price, 
Misty offers an all-inclusive package cover-
ing the venue and farm house for three days, 
photography, a DJ, flowers, her day of coordi-
nation services, bar service, cake, and statio-
nery design.

Food for thought
Now you’ve got your venue and your DJ, but 
you’re missing the caterer, and the last thing 
you want is cousin Troy dancing on an emp-
ty stomach, right? Today couples are roll-
ing out the steak and salmon, revving up 
the experience, and wheeling in the food C
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Come Explore Our Exceptional Oceanfront Wedding Destination
Scenic Splendor, Delicious Food, Resort Amenities,

& Warm Ambiance 

WWW.OurOceanfrontWedding.COM
Scenic Route 1A, York Harbor, Maine / 800-222-3238 ext. 401

©Shanes Wedding Photo©emilie inc. photography ©Patrick McNamara
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©Shanes Wedding Photography©Andree Kehn
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Latitude   43° 45’ 1”

Longitude   -69° 59’ 32”

Where better to “tie the knot” than at
Cook’s Lobster & Ale House, on picturesque

Garrison Cove on Bailey Island.

Whether you are hosting an intimate reception
in our Cribstone Room or hosting a large

reception under the tent on The Point, the sights, 
sounds, smell & taste of Casco Bay will delight

you & your guests. 

This is Maine at its best—let us share that with
you & help make your special day just as perfect

as it should be!

For more information on weddings, please
email jen@cookslobster.com

Wtie the knot!



AN EXTRAORDINARY EXPERIENCE FOR AN ORDINARY DAY®

home accents
   bath salts
        soaps and scrubs
            tea blends & tea ware

511 CONGRESS STREET, PORTLAND, ME 04101
TEL. 207.879.7625 shop.soakology.com

S H O P                 S P A              S T E E P

    foot soaks
         &  massage

     custom tea blends
  artisinal snacks & treats
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trucks. Jack Barber of Mainely Burgers says 
that since they started in 2012, they’ve been 
booked for at least 20 to 30 weddings. 

“We’re starting to see couples realizing 
they can get the same services as you get 
from a caterer, but the food is made to or-
der.” Instead of keeping guests seated at ta-
bles for two hours, let them take in the ex-
perience–let it add to the aesthetic. Erica 
Dionne of Muthah Truckah says the trend 
of having food trucks at weddings has “just 
exploded.” Muthah Truckah’s services typi-
cally start at $1,300 for 100 guests, allowing 
couples to design their own menus for the 
big day. “It really brings a fun, unique addi-
tion to the gathering, and it creates a relaxed 
and casual atmosphere.”

R elaxed, casual? Our wedding is 
about ten months away, and I’m 
starting to see the light at the end 

of the floral, tea-light-candle-lit tunnel. Even 
so, after talking with several vendors and 
planners, it’s clear that no one can answer 
questions quite like someone who has been 

www.dcolejewelers.com(Continued on page 82)

Maine Woolens was founded in 2009. Our 
flag ship store in Freeport offers finely woven 
blankets and throws in cotton and wools that 
are made in our Brunswick, Maine mill. We 

weave with the best American fibers available 
including combed cotton, Supima cotton and 

Merino wools. We feel the quality of our 
Maine made products are second to none. 

Presents

with readings by

Every First Friday 
Art Walk at Maine 

Charitable Mechanic Assoc.

 519 Congress Street, Portland

WWW.PORTLANDMAGAZINE.COM

First Friday 
Fiction
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135 Main Street, Northeast Harbor, Maine 
(800) 673-3754  www.kimballshop.com

 

For the 
perfect 

beginning
TIMELESS GIFTS

PERSONAL SERVICE

REGISTER IN-STORE AND ONLINE
TABLETOP  FLATWARE  GLASSWARE  

KITCHENWARES  LINENS  
HOME GOODS  

THE MIDCOAST’S MOUNTAIN RETREAT  |  WEDDINGS  |  CONFERENCES  |  CORPORATE RETREATS  |  OVERNIGHT STAYS  |  FARM-TO-TABLE

own the moment
A day like no other. A place that’s made for memory-making.

© Nadra Photography

Authentically Maine.
INQUIRIES 207-789-2000  |  VISITPOINTLOOKOUT.COM



Maine’s most beautiful 
mountain village

The Bethel Inn Resort
800-654-0125
bethelinn.com

DMC Livery Service
207-576-4750

dmcliveryservice.com

Wedding Flowers  
by Janet Black, AIFD

207-514-3500
janetblack.com

Ellie Andrews, Wedding Officiant
207-592-9614

reverendelliemaineweddings.com

Good Food Store & Catering Co.
800-879-8926

goodfoodbethel.com

Holidae House Bed & Breakfast
207-824-3400

holidaehouse.com

Island Indulgence Spa
207-364-7720

facebook.com/islandindulgencespa

Maine Mineral & Gem Museum
207-824-3036

mainemineralmuseum.org

Maine Ski Lodging Co.
207-824-4000

maineskilodging.com

The Merrill House Wedding Venue
207-392-3422

merrillhouse.com 

Mountain House on Sunday River
207-583-2007

mountainhouseonsundayriver.com

NorthEast Charter & Tour
207-784-3159 or 888-593-6328

northeastchartertour.com

Pooh Corner Farm Florist
207-836-3276
poohfarm.com

Puzzle Mountain House
617-331-3753

puzzlemountainhouse.com

Rooster’s Roadhouse Restaurant  
& Catering Services

207-824-0309
roostersroadhouse.com

The Sudbury Inn
207-824-2174

thesudburyinn.com

The Bethel area has the views to make your guests’ jaws drop and the facilities to make your day perfect 

and personal. Whether you choose a village inn, a stunning mountain vacation home, a grand ballroom, 

or a field with a hillside backdrop, your guests will be talking about your big day for years to come.

All the services you need are available locally – venues, caterers, florists, tent and supply rentals, officiants, 

spas, and salons – staffed with friendly, helpful folks who want to make your wedding just right.

Your guests will be able to enjoy a wide variety of lodging options, from small B&Bs to fine hotels. 

They’ll stay entertained with all there is to do in the area – hiking, fishing, golfing, cycling, skiing, 

paddling, perusing downtown shops, or getting pampered at a spa.

Learn more about these vendors and weddings at 
800-442-5826 and www.BethelMaine.com

Maine’s 

2014 Dream 

Wedding 

Destination of 

the YearBethel



Augusta Maine Weddings

Weddings in Bar Harbor

 Enjoy views of Frenchman Bay.
 Indoor and Outdoor venue space  available.
 Elegant interior spaces and our on-site 
    Eden Spa.
 Catering with Customized Menus.
 Overnight Lodging.

 Wedding Planning
 Banquet Facility 
 Restaurant

 Catering with Customized Menus

 Overnight Lodging
 Spa Bridal Packages

 Hair Design, Make-up, Massage 
    & more in our Full-service Spa.

284 Western Avenue  Augusta, Maine 04330
207-622-8800 x 285 or sbarnes@senatorinn.com  senatorinn.com

SENATOR
INN & SPA

284 Western Ave. Augusta  622-5804
www.senatorinn.com

Wedding planning
Banquet facility

Catering
Customized menus
Overnight lodging

Spa bridal packages 
Restaurant
Hair design

Makeup
Massage Everything Under 

One Roof!

(207) 288-3348
90 Eden Street  Bar Harbor, ME 04609  

barharborhotel.com
portlandmagWeddings.indd   1 12/15/16   5:26 PM
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Toll Free: 800-646-0068  •  Local: 207-883-0222
Online Reservations available at www.mainelimo.com

Email inquires to info@mainelimo.com

We invite you to make an ordinary trip extraordinary, and enjoy 
affordable luxury travel without the worry. 

Maine Limousine Service specializes in corporate travel, airport 
transfers, weddings and all special occasions.  

Situated just minutes from the Portland International Jetport, 
Maine Limousine Service has been providing professional, reliable, 
luxury transportation for Northern New England since 1987.

Make an ordinary trip, extraordinary

Toll Free: 800-646-0068  •  Local: 207-883-0222
Online Reservations available at www.mainelimo.com

Email inquires to info@mainelimo.com

We invite you to make an ordinary trip extraordinary, and enjoy 
affordable luxury travel without the worry. 

Maine Limousine Service specializes in corporate travel, airport 
transfers, weddings and all special occasions.  

Situated just minutes from the Portland International Jetport, 
Maine Limousine Service has been providing professional, reliable, 
luxury transportation for Northern New England since 1987.

Make an ordinary trip, extraordinary
Make an ordinary trip, extraordinary

We invite you to make an ordinary trip extraordinary, and enjoy affordable 
luxury travel without the worry.

Maine Limousine Service specializes in corporate and leisure travel, airport 
transfers, weddings and all special occasions.

Situated just minutes from the Portland International Jetport, Maine Limousine 
Service has been providing professional, reliable, luxury transportation for 
Northern New England since 1987.

40 Main St. Biddeford | www.TuluSalon.com | 207-710-0636



Experienced

2017



Mechanics’ Hall • 519 Congress Street • Portland Maine 
www.mainemechanics.org  •  207.232. 8134 

Celebrate your special day at the historic Mechanics’ Hall, 
located in the heart of downtown Portland.

Add a Little History to 
  Your City Wedding 

The master craftspeople of Maine Charitable Mechanic Association 
built Mechanics’ Hall in 1859. Reserve this architectural gem for 

your 2017 wedding or event. The grand ballroom features original 
oversized windows and hardwood floors, and is a unique city 

destination where history meets downtown Portland. 

MCMA_FP_ad-Final.indd   1 12/7/16   6:49 PM
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through wedding planning hell and made 
it out the other side alive and married. Sha-
na and Lexie Diamond delivered their vows 
on December 3rd, 2016, at The Barn at Fla-
nagan Farm, and despite going over budget 
by about $10,000, forgetting the cake topper, 
and choosing not to have a DJ, they still man-
aged to have the day they’d dreamed of since 
getting engaged.

“There’s a lot of pressure for it to be the 
best day of your life,” says Shana over a glass 
of red at MJ’s Wine Bar, where much of their 
planning happened. “But the reality is, if 
you’re there with the one you love, surround-
ed by all the people you love, it already is.”

Shana and Lexie (pictured below) are 
still coming down from their big-
day high, and while the photos of the 

night are still flooding in as proof it actually 
happened, Lexie says, “It was all a blur until 
about two days ago.” Her advice to blush-
ing brides feeling the pressure, be it from 
family, social norms, or themselves: “Take a 
breath, be present, and don’t forget to drink 
water and eat.” The two smile at one anoth-
er as Shana squeezes Lexie’s hand. Though 
I’m simply the outsider looking in, you 
could say I have a bit of a contact high.

Maybe the modern wedding has become 
more show than ceremony, but when you be-
long to a generation that has very little proof 
marriage actually works, it’s no wonder we 
want to celebrate like mad when we find that 
one person to prove us wrong. So howev-
er you plan to celebrate, however much you 
plan to spend, don’t forget that the two of 
you are soon to be of the few who believe in 
the oftentimes unbelievable–true love. Make 
it your day, make it meaningful, and don’t 
forget to take a #selfie. n

Wedding Zen (continued from page 75)

Oysters make everything  
even better.

Hire us to operate our  
mobile oyster bar at your  

next occasion.

Find more information on our 
website or contact us directly.

www.Ooysters.com 
207-632-7247 –Lucas
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Holiday Inn
By the Bay

A Stay By the Bay is Close, Comfortable & Convenient
to Everything from the Airport to the Old Port!

• Stunning panoramas of Por tland harbor and skyline

• Specials & packages for fun, affordable escapes

•  Largest meeting & convention space downtown 

• Large indoor pool and fitness center

•  Surrounded by cultural attractions

•  Walk to world-class restaurants  

•  On-site restaurant and catering

•  Close to Old Port shopping

•  Courtesy shuttle available

•  239 rooms & suites

COREY TEMPLETON

SEE

OUR GREAT

SEASONAL RATES &

VACATION PACKAGES 

INNBYTHEBAY.COM

BOOK YOUR STAY 

TODAY!


