COREY TEMPLETON

U,

What Were We Thinking?
[11 Tell You.

Sixties Flashback: Urban Renewal, Go-Go Boots, and an Old Port that was
nothing short of scary. When we're looking at all the new plans
for the Franklin Arterial, we should review how we got here from there.

Portland’s former city manager on the
original vision for Franklin Arterial.

I could rewind a video showing vari-
ous scenes of the community in the ear-
ly 1960s, people today would have dif-
ficulty recognizing them as Portland.
There was no Franklin Street Arterial,
no Spring Street Arterial, no public park-
ing garages, no Cumberland County Civ-
ic Center, no new Portland Museum of Art,
no pedestrian plaza in Monument Square,
and no beautifully designed Portland Pub-
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lic Library. The Old Port was mostly vacant
and dilapidated buildings. No new major
office building had been built in downtown
Portland since the early 1900s. On the wa-
terfront, there was no International Fer-
ry Terminal (now the International Ma-
rine Terminal), no Gulf of Maine Research
Institute, no Fish Pier or Fish Exchange,
no DiMillo’s Floating Restaurant, and no
modern Casco Bay Lines Terminal. Most
residential areas were blighted with junk
cars plus an abundance of run-down build-
ings—some vacant, and some occupied. The

city dumped 15 million gallons of raw sew-
age into Back Cove and along Commercial
Street every single day.

A giant step in arresting neighborhood
blight came from the implementation of
projects that would improve Portland’s im-
age by those who traveled in and out of the
region by air.

But of all the positive changes going on
throughout the city, none matched the mas-
sive economic development that took place
on the peninsula, especially in the cen-
tral business district, the Old Port, and the
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waterfront. It was made possible primarily
from the construction of the Franklin Street
Arterial, the Spring Street Arterial, and the
policy decision to provide public parking.
Those three decisions unleashed a positive
economic chain reaction that continues to
this day. For example, it was the existence
of the Franklin Street Arterial, the Spring
Street Arterial, and the Free Street Parking
Garage that resulted in the city winning the
voter-approved Cumberland County Civic
Center, [bringing] approximately 500,000
annual event-goers to downtown Portland.

ranklin Street Arterial also played a piv-

otal role when Lion Ferry Company of

Halmstad, Sweden selected Portland as
its U.S. terminal for a new ferry service to
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. Direct vehicle ac-
cess from the Interstate to the proposed fer-
ry terminal site helped win the day.

Perhaps the Franklin Street Arterial’s
greatest contribution to the city’s econom-
ic health was its capacity to deliver volumes
of traffic from the Interstate to Portland’s
central business district, making possi-

ble the largest construction of commercial
buildings in the city’s history. Casco Bank
& Trust announced the building of a new
high rise in Monument Square to house its
branch bank, corporate offices, and com-
mercial office space for rent. Canal Bank fol-
lowed with three new commercial buildings
at the intersection of the new Spring Street
Arterial and Union Street. Maine Savings
Bank built a new facility at 511 Congress
Street. A few years later, a surface park-
ing lot became the site for Two Monument
Square; still later, a major mixed-use com-
mercial development was built at One City
Center. These new buildings added 832,000
square feet of commercial space downtown,
housing thousands of employees, attracting
customers and clients, and today producing
$1.8 million of annual property tax revenue
for the city.

It’s almost impossible to overstate the
economic value of being able to siphon
traffic from a major Interstate by way of a
direct, convenient, and attractive inner-
city highway.

Recently a consultant firm [was] hired to

bring foward recommendations on how the
highway can be redesigned to accommodate
pedestrian traffic, walking trails, bicycle
lanes, and side space for development. Pe-
destrian safety should always be a concern,
walking trails and bicycle lanes have been a
great addition to the quality oflife, and I ap-
plaud those who continue to support their
expansion. If there is a need for a walking
trail, hopefully it can be placed along the
side of Franklin Street as it is along Baxter
Boulevard. I would resist the narrowing of
the street for a bicycle lane. At times there’s
a limit to a good thing, and not allowing a
bicycle lane on Franklin Street may be one
of them.

s popular as trails and bicycle lanes are,

the city should resist allowing them to
inder or reduce the flow of vehicu-

lar traffic heading to activities that support
the city’s economic base. Every communi-
ty leader knows that the more property tax
revenue that can be produced from com-
mercial property, the less the financial bur-




den on homeowners.

IfI owned the City of Portland, I wouldn’t
let anyone touch the Franklin Street Arteri-
al-not because of its past contributions but
because of its capacity to support new eco-
nomic development that could match or
exceed the positive developments that oc-
curred over the last many years. Some de-
velopment is already underway, some is
on the drawing boards, and some requires
the ability to imagine the future. You don’t
need to be a traffic engineer to understand
the added traffic impact on Franklin Street
from current developments in the Old Port.
Add to that the similar developments taking
place in the India Street neighborhood and
Munjoy Hill, plus an increasing number of
events at Ocean Gateway, along with the
added trailer-truck traffic that soon will be
coming to the expanded Marine Terminal.

Aproposal to renovate and redevelop the
Portland Company property on the water-
front could nearly double the size of the Old
Port; the current vehicle capacity on Frank-
lin Street could well be tested. At some
point, the city may want to consider tunnel-
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ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME NEW PATIENTS

FAMILY DENTISTRY

CREATING GENERATIONS OF SMILES

251 U.S. ROUTE 1, FALMOUTH, MAINE 04105 (207) 781-4216
PROFESSIONAL IN-OFFICE AND TAKE-HOME WHITENING

WWW.FORESIDEFAMILYDENTISTRY.COM

~~ Hours: 10-6 Daily « mwstore@mainewoolens.com

Made in
the USA

Maine Woolens was founded in 2009. Our
flag ship store in Freeport offers finely woven
blankets and throws in cotton and wools that

are made in our Brunswick, Maine mill. We
weave with the best American fibers available
including combed cotton, Supima cotton and

Merino wools. We feel the quality of our

Maine made products are second to none.

Visit Maine’s Premier Blanket & Throw
Manufacturer in Freeport
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MAINE WOOLENS FREEPORT STORE
124 Main Street, Freeport, ME 04032 ¢ Phone: 207-865-0755
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www.oldporttile.com

Allison Eden Studios

Up to 20% off
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ing under Cumberland, Congress, and Mid-
dle streets so that waterfront traffic could
travel directly there without interrupting
local traffic.

If Apple introduces an iPhone app capa-
ble of looking ahead a few years, focus in on
the waterfront to see Portland’s new world-
class aquarium, which was finally built thanks
to some great leadership and the coming to-
gether of several private, public, and non-prof-
it organizations. Focus your iPhone on the
largest underdeveloped piece of real estate in
Portland. It’s the [Top of the Old Port] park-
ing lot bounded by Franklin Street, Cumber-
land Avenue, and Congress Street. Can you
see Portland’s new Convention Center at-
tached to a major convention hotel? It is an el-
ement of a development plan once envisioned
by Joe Boulos several years ago. Unfortunate-
ly, [it] never happened, but that’s another sto-
ry. Franklin Street Arterial’s contribution to
the economic health of Portland in the past,
present, and foreseeable future is equivalent to
a successful quadruple bypass on a patient dy-
ing of blocked arteries. Study it all you want,
but don’t clog it up! m

Look for us
on Facebook

429 Route 1, Scarborough, Maine
(207) 883-3264 - We Ship Anywhere

Open Mon - Sat, 10 am - 5pm




HILLCREST RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
A 55+ LAND LEASE COMMUNITY

207-883-2512 « www.statemanufacturedhomes.com
Celebrating over 70 years in Scarborough!

126 Route 1, Scarborough, ME e

540 Desfosses Avenue
Pleasant Valley - Kennebunk
(28x66) Two Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Sunroom, Gourmet Kitchen with
Center [sland, Formal Foyer Entrance, Sliding Glass Door in Dining
Room, Room-Sized Walk-in Closet, Spacious Living Room, Energy
Star Certified, Walk-up Attic Storage, One Car Attached Garage,
Wooded Lot $234,400

587 Hickory Lane
Pleasant Valley - Kennebunk

(28x66) Two Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Sunroom with Sliding Glass Door,
Designer Hearthwall Kitchen with Center Island, Separate Laundry
Room with Cabinet/Closet Storage, Formal Foyer, Gas Fireplace,
Room Sized Walk-in Closet, Walk up Attic Storage, Energy Star
Certified, One Car Attached Garage, Located on Corner Lot on
Dead End Street $234,917

586 Hickory Lane

Pleasant Valley - Bridgewater
(28x56) Three Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Spacious Open Living Area,
Large Center Island with Chef’s Sink, Sliding Glass Door in Dining
Room, White Appliance Package, Walk-in Ceramic Tiled Shower,
Hardwood Flooring in the Kitchen, Dining Room, and Living Room,
Energy Star Certified, Walk-up Attic Storage, Two Car Attached
Garage $232,200

Family Owned and Operated!

Homes in Our Newest
Expansion Area Available Now!

Schedule a Tour Today!

MaNUFACTURED
— HOMES mc. —

581 Hickory Lane
Pleasant Valley - Fenwick
(28x64/66) Three Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Designer Hearthwall Kitchen
with Huge Center Island, Stainless Steel Appliances, Front Covered
Porch, Large Bedrooms, Energy Star Certified, Walk-up Attic Stor-
age, One Car Attached Garage $232,740

451 Sophia Avenue

New England Home North Hampton
(28x40) Pre-Owned 2009 Two Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Open Concept
Living Area, Hardwood Flooring, Gas Fireplace, Stainless Steel Ap-
pliance Package, Transom Windows, Walk up Attic Storage, Maple
Cabinets, Insulated One Car Attached Garage with Floor Coating,
Like New! Beautifully Landscaped and Located on a Corner Lot
$184,500

Energy Star certified  Pet Friendly « On-Site Program Director « 14 Passenger Handicap Accessible Bus « Community Center

Life goes on, even when the power doesn't
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Reliable Backup Power for
your Home or Business

Auvtomatic Hands Free Operation
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GENERATOR POWER 5YST

207-864-2787
office@powrpoint.com

Professional Turn Key Installations
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