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Yacht
S p o t t i n g

“She’s pretty from every angle,” says Doug 
Metchick, CEO of Morris Yachts, about the 
company’s M52, above. Is she ever.



style

J u ly / a u g u S t  2 0 1 4  9 5 

These yachts sparkle with made-in-Maine alchemy. 
Nobody can afford not to dream about them.

by Claire Z. Cramer
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I
magine launching your brand-new 
70-foot sloop Sonny at Brooklin 
Boat Yard’s impossibly picturesque 
Center Harbor headquarters on 
Eggemoggin Reach. Imagine doing 
this when you’re 90 years old. Al-

bert Phelps has just done this.
“And that’s not the most amazing part,” 

says Steve White, the boatyard’s owner and 
CEO. “I built him the exact same boat in 
the year 2000–same color, same name, ev-
erything. Then, in 2010, he calls me up and 
says, ‘Steve, I’m getting too old for this. I’m 
donating the boat to Maine Maritime Acad-
emy.’ So he did.” 

Then he got young again. “About a year 
later, he calls me up. ‘Steve, I miss my boat! 

Sonny one so true: Another masterpiece 
from Brooklin Boat Yard stops the show on 
breezy Eggemoggin Reach.
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Build me another one.’ So we did.” 
The Dieter Empacher-designed cruis-

er/racer is fast–she’ll be cooking at 12 to 
15 knots when she passes you on the race 
course–and carries more than 2,000 square 
feet of sail. That’s a bigger footprint than 
your average West End condo. 

“The gusto Albert has for life is pret-
ty amazing,” says White. “He and his wife 
just celebrated their collective 160th birth-

day. After the launch they flew down and 
met Sonny in the Caribbean. He says they’ll 
probably sail back up here later this summer 
or fall.”

MMA has since sold the first Sonny, 
which is now privately owned, renamed, 
and recently refitted, again at Brooklin Boat 
Yard. If a fast sloop named Northern Cross 
leaves you in her wake, you’ll know you’ve 
just seen the first Sonny.

The Hinckley Company of Southwest 
Harbor began as a service yacht yard 
in 1928. In 1958, naval architect Bill 

Tripp Jr. designed the Bermuda 40, a keel/cen-
terboard yawl that became a legend, the gen-
tleman’s cruising/racing yacht. Hinckley built 
203 B-40s between 1959 and 1991. The ex-
tremely high-quality production fiberglass 
sailboat and Hinckley’s reputation became 

They geT arouNd

Dare to dream on the bowsprit of a Hinckley 
Sou’wester 70. The renowned MDI yard has  

built four of these beauties to date.

Galley, cockpit, and provisions 
aboard Hope, the first M52.
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the industry standard. Today, Hinckley’s most 
spectacular sailboat is the  Bruce King designed 
Sou’wester 70, five of which have been built in 
the past nine years. “Hull number one, Mid-
night Rambler, is in Newport, Rhode Island, 
at the moment,” says Hinckley broker Robert 
Pooler. “Number two’s in Tahiti. Number four 
is in Europe.” The other two live among us. “A 
finished SW70 is about $7.5 million.”

In 1972, Tom Morris began the yacht-
ing firm his son Cuyler runs today. 
Morris Yachts began with updates 

on traditional classics like the Friend-
ship sloop. Today, their “M” series, de-
signed in collaboration with Sparkman 
& Stephens, is a luxury “modern clas-
sic” line of sleek sailboats in sizes from 

“She sails like a 
dream–I’ve hit up  

to 14 knots.”
–doug Metchik, Ceo, Morris yachts

Morris daNCers

At Morris Yachts they call the M52 a 
“pocket superyacht.”



781-8252
U.S. Route One
Falmouth, Maine

Where Recycling has 
Always been in Style

Tues–Fri 10–6
Sat  10–5
Sun 12–5

forgetmenotsfalmouth.com

Now accepting seasonal 
clothing and accessories

Moving Soon to The Shops at 
Falmouth Village, 

244 U.S. Route One

Forget Me Nots

781-8252
U.S. Route One
Falmouth, Maine

Tues–Fri 10–6
Sat  10–5
Sun 12–5

 Washington Street • Bath, Maine • -- • www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

Wyoming, the
largest wooden
U.S. sailing ship,
contained 30 tons
of iron and steel.
Why?

MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM

Find out August 16 when the Kenneth D. Kramer Blacksmith shop opens at MMM. 
Free admission, blacksmithing and other shipbuilding demos will be featured.

Also new this summer: � The BIW Story trolley tour � historic Bath architecture tour
� Naval architecture exhibit � historic boat collection tour � Maine wooden surfboard exhibit

Visit MaineMaritimeMuseum.org to explore all the interesting things going on at MMM this summer!

BOAT 
RENTALS

207-370-0678
WestHarborRecreation.com
located at Harborfields Cottages,  24 McKown Point Road

BOOTHBAY
HARBOR

on

SAIL
   and
      POWER

f o l i a j e w e l r y . c o m

5o EXCHANGE STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE
207.761.4432
Custom designs are our specialty
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Call us for a FREE Physician consultation

and see what CEC has to offer you!  Mention 

this ad at your consultation and receive a 

FREE travel size Obagi Foaming Cleanser! 
(While supplies last)

Maria Atkins, D.O. • Gerry Ollila, D.O.
1375 Congress St. • Portland, ME 04102

888-418-3809 • www.cecofne.com

Treat your Skin Right 
     This Summer!

Sponsored by:

$65
Per Person

Presents:

4:00 to 8:00 PM

Harvard Pilgrim
Health Care
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Valet Parking 
Hearty Hors d’oeuvres
Silent Auction
Health Sessions

Limited Seating
207-967-2299

For tickets, visit: http://yorkgored.ahaevents.org

September 23, 2014

& macys

Photo Booth
Extraordinary Dinner
Complimentary Wine

(with Dinner) 

On the Marsh Bistro
46 Western Ave., Kennebunk Lower Village

at

Dine with the Mad Hatter 
and Friends

Whimsical Fundraiser

Savings Bank
BangorCOUNT US IN &

On the Marsh Bistro
Introduces

“High Wine”
Friday Evenings 5 - 6 pm

A Chefs ‘Whim’ Five-Course Menu
Paired with Exceptional Wines

$65 pp plus tax & gratuity

Limited Reservations 207.967.2299
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Bottleneck 
Treasures

603.930.3071 • BuilderOfShips.com

Artisan-crafted 
nautical Gifts

Actual 
size

Unique one-of-a-kind, museum- 
quality ships in bottles, vintage 
timepieces & musical miniatures 
hand crafted by David Lavoie.

Portland Harbor’s most 
protected marina...

a true full-service boatyard.
Storage-Dry/Wet • Hauling up to 36 tons

Systems repair & installation
Re-powers • Certified technicians

Rigging services & swaging
Sail repair • Parts Department
New boat sales • Brokerage

Dealers for:
Mercury • Yanmar • Maritime Skiff

Yamaha • Seldon Rigging

The most family focused, full service marine facility in Maine.
14 Ocean Street, South Portland, ME 207-799-8191 |  www.southportmarine.com

style

J u ly / a u g u S t  2 0 1 4  1 0 1 

29 to 80 feet. The first M52 hit the water 
in 2009. Cruising World named it their 
2010 “Boat of the Year,” calling it “52 feet 
of drop-dead gorgeous.”   

“The M52 is pretty from any angle,” says 
Morris CEO Doug Metchick. “She sails like 
a dream–I’ve hit up to 14 knots in the right 
conditions. She’s just a great boat.” If you’d 
like one, the base price is $1.579 million.

The third M52 is in production now. 
“The buyer’s a West Coast guy 
building this boat instead of buy-

ing a summer house.” The first 52 was just 
resold to an M42 owner who is upgrad-
ing. “Probably one in three or four buyers 
of Morris yachts is a repeat customer,” says 
Metchick. “Six in 10 of our boats remain in 
the U.S.–half of those in New England. The 
rest go to Europe, Asia, and South and Cen-
tral America now that we’re well known.”

The boats take shape in Trenton. “But we 
actually have five properties on the island, 
including service yards in Southwest Harbor 
and Bass Harbor. I like to kid Cuyler that the 
Morrises are real-estate tycoons trapped in 
the boatbuilding trade.”  n


