The Island Wedding of
your dreams no passport required.

A mile away, a world apart.
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Matt and Becky toast their
happily ever after with Maine
beer in Brooksville in 2017.
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We Do,

bethany and dan photography

With Brew

Move over, champagne. At some
weddings, Maine craft beer is becoming
the toast of choice.
By Olivia Gunn Kotsishevs kaya

W

ith nearly 90 licensed
breweries in Maine, the
local beer trend is impossible to avoid. From Portland to Lubec
and all the way to The Forks, craft beers are
pouring across the state into our pint glasses and, increasingly, our weddings.
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Lyndsey and Ben held their wedding reception at Port
City Music Hall, where they got to take command of the
taps. Below: Ellen and Lydia eloped to Portland from
Chicago in 2017. They even managed to toast their big
day at Bissell Brothers before heading to the Mid-West.

Beer Taste with a
Champagne Budget
Now that the image of a bride in a white
7 8 p o r t l a n d m o n t h ly m a g a z i n e

dress with pint glass in hand is as accepted as a flute of champagne, couples crave
the opportunity to put a personal spin on
the brew of the big day–out of joy, shared
tastes, personal expression, and a desire
to give their guests what they really want.
How about this for inspiration: a special
beer blend made just for you and your love!
Down in Lyman,they’re doing just that.
In October, Funky Bow Brewery cofounder Abraham Lorraine married his

beloved Sylvia on the “The Farm,” Funky
Bow’s brewery and tap room location, complete with stage, event barns, stables, and
farm house. On the spur of the moment,
as a gift to themselves and their wedding
guests, Abraham brewed a special beer specifically for the occasion–a service Funky
Bow now offers to the beer-mad betrothed.
Abraham and Sylvia’s wedding was
the third hosted at The Farm. Paul Lorraine, Abraham’s father and Funky Bow
co-founder, has seen The Farm’s popular-

Photos by bethany and dan photography

“M

aine has become very famous for its beers, so it’s a
natural step to feature them
at a wedding,” says Oxbow Brewing
founder Tim Adams. “Craft beer is far
more popular now in general, but Maine
is particularly well known for brewing. Locals are proud of it. They want to
showcase what’s produced in our home
state.” With two locations–a tasting room
and bottling facility on Washington Avenue in Portland and the original farmhouse brewery and tasting room in Newcastle–Oxbow not only provides beer
to weddings, they often host them, too.
“[The Newcastle brewery] is rustic. We’re
not designed to be a wedding venue, we’re
designed to be a brewery and a farm, but
that’s what people like now,” Adams says.
“For the right couple, it’s perfect. You
might hear a couple of chickens squawking during your ceremony, maybe smell
some beer brewing. It’s part of the experience.” Add some hops to the bouquet,
and that’s just about as authentic as you
can get, newlyweds.

The Forevermark
Tribute™ Collection

FOR ALL
T H AT YO U
ARE
A diamond for each
of your qualities

www . days j e w e l e r s . co m
™

© Forevermark 2017. Forevermark ®, ® ,
and Forevermark Tribute™
are Trade Marks used under license from The De Beers Group of Companies.
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PeterRenney’sFashion
Since1975

105 Exchange Street
Tel: (207)774-1981

Portland, Maine 04101
Fax: (207)775-3772

If you look good,
we look good.
e-mail: peterrenneys@gmail.com

105 Exchange Street, Portland, Maine
(207)774-1981 | peterrennys@gmail.com

ity as a ceremonial venue grow steadily in
the year since its launch. With 20 acres of
natural beauty and beers on location, who
needs a wedding planner? “We’ve got a
yurt on the property and can set it up like

“I’m not sure
people are trading
champagne for
beer yet.” –Kailey Partin
the Ritz Carlton,” Paul says. Weddings at
Funky Bow start “at $1,500,” says Sylvia
Lorraine, the brewery’s event coordinator. “We like to work with both bride and
groom to ensure their Maine craft beer
wedding becomes a reality.” And there
you have it. The niche even has a name: a
Maine Craft Beer Wedding.
With This Brew, I Thee Wed
This month, wedding planning brew buffs

The Inn at Bath
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Give us a call 207-625-8581 or visit us on facebook
8 0 p o r t l a n d m o n t h ly m a g a z i n e

The Perfect B&B for
a Maine Getaway
Historic Greek Revival
Home on tree-lined
Washington Street
Bath, Maine
207-443-4294
InnAtBath.com
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• We will shuck oysters indoors or out

It’s easy and fun to host an
oyster event!

the

Paper Patch

O’ Oysters
• We will expertly suggest appropriate
quantities and varieties
• We are responsible for the entirety
of service including clean-up

Designing custom

• We serve four accouterments
alongside our oysters

Providing a Mobile Oyster Feast

wedding invitations

weddings, holiday parties, educational tastings, corporate events,
bridal showers, retirement parties, backyard fun:

We Bring Oysters
We bring the oysters
to you!
to You!

find us on-line at www.ooysters.com

Oysters Make Every Event Even Better

Contact: Lucas Myers, Owner & Operator
207-632-7247 / lucas@ooysters.com

• We source fresh, clean, cold-water
Event Planners: Hire us to shuck
oysters

and serve

oysters at
• We are pleased
to your
worknext
smallgathering!
parties
or large
• We service Southern and Mid-Coast
Maine Holiday Parties, Corporate Events,

for over 40 years.
Visit us to create your
own personal wedding
stationery trousseau.
No appointment required.
Featuring custom

• We willWeddings,
shuck oysters
indoors orTastings,
out
Educational

invitations and
announcements,

Retirement Parties, and More!

It’s easy and fun to host an
Find more information on our website or contact us directly!
oyster event!
Lucas Myers, Owner & Operator
632-7247 - lucas@ooysters.com

• We will expertly suggest appropriate
(207)
quantities and varieties

www.ooysters.com

• We are responsible for the entirety
of service including clean-up

and personalized
stationery by Crane’s,
and William Arthur.

21 Exchange Street
(207) 774-3125

• We serve four accouterments
alongside our oysters

Latitude 43° 45’ 1”
weddings, holiday parties, educational tastings, corporate events,
bridal showers, retirement parties, backyard fun:

Oysters Make Every Event Even Better

Contact: Lucas Myers, Owner & Operator
207-632-7247 / lucas@ooysters.com

Wtie the

knot!

Where better to “tie the knot” than at
Cook’s Lobster & Ale House, on picturesque
Garrison Cove on Bailey Island.
Whether you are hosting an intimate reception
in our Cribstone Room or hosting a large
reception under the tent on The Point, the sights,
sounds, smell & taste of Casco Bay will delight
you & your guests.
This is Maine at its best—let us share that with
you & help make your special day just as perfect
as it should be! For more information on weddings,
Please email jen@cookslobster.com

cookslobster.com
Longitude -69° 59’ 32”
8 2 p o r t l a n d m o n t h ly m a g a z i n e

stephen davis phillips photography

Hopping mad: The beer theme even influenced the boutonnieres at this Maine Craft Beer Wedding.

can add yet another potential venue to their
Excel spreadsheets. Portland’s Rising Tide
Brewing Company opened the doors to
its newly expanded space into the former
Maine Craft Distilling tasting room this
fall. Kailey Partin says her team is excited
about the potential of the new venue, which
can hold 100 guests, converging with the
growing popularity of Maine’s beers. “I’m
not sure people are trading champagne for
beer yet, but we get a lot of requests throughout the seasons for cans and kegs,” she says.
“Portland is consistently at the top of the list
for beer cities. It makes sense to include this
Maine experience in your wedding.”
With the official wedding beer at stake,
you can be sure the keg choice will be

winterguide 2017 83

W e d d i n g

G u i d e

2 0 1 8

LEAH FISHER PHOTOGRAPHY

WEDDING EVENTS • PROPOSALS
BACHELOR & BACHLORETTE PARTIES
REHEARSAL DINNERS
ISLAND TRANSPORTATION

CAMDEN HARBOR CRUISES
DEPARTING CAMDEN ABOARD LIVELY LADY

PHONE 207.236.6672
PUBLIC LANDING, CAMDEN, ME 04843
www.CamdenHarborCruises.com

www.dcolejewelers.com

AAA agents can assist with planning a destination
wedding, your stress-free honeymoon, or simplifying
travel coordination for all of your guests.

PORTLAND

SOUTH PORTLAND

BIDDEFORD

68 Marginal Way

401 Western Avenue

472 Alfred Road

AUBURN

BRUNSWICK

600 Center Street, Shaw’s Plaza

147 Bath Road, Merrymeeting Plaza

AAA Travel: (866) 883-4985
8 4 p o r t l a n d m o n t h ly m a g a z i n e

one decision in which the groom won’t sit
idly by. It’s easy to imagine a couple going
rounds after round over the perfect brew
to offer. “I’d want to know what that person’s style is, what he or she likes. If there is
something one or both of them already enjoy, why not make that happen?” says Partin. “We had one couple who offered their
two favorites: the groom liked the Maine
Island Trail Ale, and the bride was a fan
of the Pisces, our Gose.” In much the same
way that certain couples offer personalized
cocktails at wedding receptions, the beer
choice seems designed to tell us something
about the happy pair themselves.

W

here once oysters and champagne toasts over ocean views
encapsulated the ultimate Vacationland wedding, it appears many
Maine couples are now opting for kegs
and cans. Today, craft beers seem a staple
of the state–right up there with Bean boots
and whoopie pies. At least, until the Royal Wedding triggers a volte-face toward all
things traditional. n

Saturday, May 5, 2018 11am–3pm
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own the moment
A day like no other. A place that’s made for memory-making.

© Nadra Photography

Authentically Maine.
INQUIRIES 207-789-2000 | VISITPOINTLOOKOUT.COM

THE MIDCOAST’S MOUNTAIN RETREAT | WEDDINGS | CONFERENCES | CORPORATE RETREATS | OVERNIGHT STAYS | FARM-TO-TABLE
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CATERING
www.lauracabotcatering.com • 207-832-6337
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Noble House Inn
Bridgton’s Premier Bed & Breakfast
Above Scenic Highland Lake

Specializing in small,
intimate Wedding
& Elopement Packages

PHOTO BY KERRY
C O N W AY

PHOTOS BY TRISH LOGAN

888-237-4880
www.noblehouseinn.com
81 Highland Road, Bridgton, ME
PORTLAND

|

WESTBROOK

Maine Woolens was founded in 2009. Our
flag ship store in Freeport offers finely woven
blankets and throws in cotton and wools that
are made in our Brunswick, Maine mill. We
weave with the best American fibers available
including combed cotton, Supima cotton and
Merino wools. We feel the quality of our
Maine made products are second to none.

(207) 774-5946
harmonsbartons.com
584 Congress St, Portland, ME 04101
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B.E.

Loved . . . Excited . . . Swooned . . . Marr i e d

BLUE ELEPHANT EVENTS
Planning . Design . Props . Catering
Full Service Dream Makers

207.281.3070
blueelephantcatering.com
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A timeless setting, to have and to hold...
The historic buildings and gardens of Strawbery Banke Museum,
in the middle of Portsmouth’s oldest neighborhood.
From small, intimate ceremonies to large receptions under the stars.
For more information,
please call 603.422. 7502
or rentals@strawberybanke.org
14 Hancock Street, Portsmouth NH 03801
StrawberyBanke.org
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Wedding Gown
SPECIALISTSTM
of Northern New England
Pre-wedding prep
Wedding gown cleaning
Wedding gown preservation
Garment care for the entire
wedding party
Ensure the wedding day of
your dreams.
(207) 210-5127
prattabbottwedding.com

Brea McDonald Photography

One Stop,
where special
occasions begin.

262 Main Street
South Portland, Maine
www.onestopeventrentals.com
207.767.5966

Formerly One Stop Party Shoppe

9 2 p o r t l a n d m o n t h ly m a g a z i n e

CA Smith Photography

KITCHEN CHICKS
CATERING
•

WEDDINGS

Brea McDonald Photography

•

CORPORATE

Emilie Inc.

Brea McDonald Photography

207-985-0252

SOCIAL

Brea McDonald Photography
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Located in downtown
Portland Maine, the brand
new AURA is one of the
most popular and unique
multi-purposes venues
in the northeast. Our
main room includes an
adjoining meeting area,
large balcony section
and three bars. Private
dressing and VIP rooms.
In-house catering and
other wedding services
available. Handicap
accessible. We will help
make your day the best
day ever at AURA.
For Info or a Tour Contact:
krista@auramaine.com or
mark@auramaine.com
207.772.8274

121 CENTER STREET | PORTLAND, ME

Y
TO

H

O

HY
RT

Mention this ad for 10 percent off services!

PH

weddings •
fine art • head shots •
events & parties •
family, senior & board portraits
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patriciamccarthy.com
207.812.8058
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forever in a day

THE EAST WIND INN
TENANTS HARBOR, MAINE

Timeless,
Elegant,
Coastal.

timelessmedia.us

WEDDING
VIDEO
SERVICES
zachary@timelessmedia.us | www.timelessmedia.us

{now booking 2018}
207-372-6366
www.eastwindinn.com
eastwindinnweddings@gmail.com
21 MECHANIC STREET
TENANTS HARBOR, MAINE

Celebrate
your love
in the beautiful, natural setting of
Maine Audubon’s Gilsland Farm.
Located in Falmouth, the Gilsland Farm
wildlife sanctuary offers 65 acres of natural
beauty, including a peony garden, historic apple
orchard, and native perennials.
Join us for your special day!
For information or a tour, contact
(207) 781-2330; rentals@maineaudubon.org
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40 Main St. Biddeford | www.TuluSalon.com | 207-710-0636
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Subscribe: 1 (855) PORTMAG
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Your
backstage
pass to
the real
Portland

On The
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Jail For sale
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