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Surf

BY FREDERICK SARGENT

ROWING UP, | always wondered
what it would be like to have
“cool parents.” I knew with
a certainty that my own parents were
not cool. For one thing, they were may-
be 15 years older than my friends’ par-
ents. They were married late in the game,
and my father was over 40 when I was
born. My mother was very welcoming to
my friends—always ready with a congo
bar and refreshments. But my father sub-
scribed to the old adage “Children are to
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be seen and not heard.” He was busy all the
time “puttering around the yard” and bare-
ly acknowledged my friends, and if he did
notice them, it was probably because they
were doing something wrong. I remember
him calling the neighbors one time because
their kids were playing the stereo out the
windows so the whole neighborhood could
hear. I walked around in shame after that
phone call. But what could I do?

My friend Danny, on the other hand,
definitely had cool parents. Richard and
Celia Johnson were in their mid-30s when
I first met Danny in Academy Park. Un-
like my father, Richard actually liked his
kids and would often be outside throwing
the baseball or football. He must have been
a BMOC in high school and college because
he was tall, handsome, and athletic. Celia
was also tall and a beautiful woman, and
the kindest person in the neighborhood to
the kids. Maybe because of their location,
their house was “Grand Central Station.” It
was always “We’ll meet at the Johnson's and
then figure out what to do.”

nother notch in their belt was a
A birthday present that Danny re-

ceived one year-a U.S. Diver Surf
Lung One scuba toy. It was a plastic toy rep-
lica of a Captain Jacques-Yves Cousteau
Aqua-Lung, but in reality, it was a snorkel
that looked like a scuba tank. You put on
the two-hose mouthpiece from the simulat-
ed regulator, and you could breathe from a
hole at the back that allowed surface air to
enter. You could actually strap this baby on
your back and go into the water. The buoy-
ancy from the hollow plastic tank would
keep you at the surface, allowing you to
paddle around with a mask on and view the
underwater world. Should you somehow
submerge with this thing, a ball valve shut
off the hole so you couldn’t breathe or take
on water. It was the coolest present a kid
could receive, having grown up first with
Lloyd Bridges and Sea Hunt and then Cap-
tain Jacques-Yves Cousteau and his Nation-
al Geographic specials.

Standing next to the garage by the path-
way leading to the vacant lot, I double
checked my gear. The Surf Lung One was
strapped securely on my back, and I placed
the big oval mask on my face, being care-
ful not to breathe and fog up the lens. Con-
fident that I was “ready to get wet,” I turned




and headed down the path into the alder-
cloaked empty lot. While the day was sun-
ny and hot, it was a cooler and darker world
in the green underworld. I descended slow-
ly down the path, taking in the world that
stretched out before me from behind my
oval blinders. Alder branches brushed by
me as [ went deeper and deeper. I reached
my maximum depth when I found the col-
lapsed foundation. The lot had original-
ly been cleared for a house build, the foun-
dation hole dug, and the concrete founda-
tion poured. But it progressed no further,
and the alders reclaimed the lot, and the
foundation walls collapsed into the cen-
ter. This became our play world, and here
at its lowest point I was exploring the con-
crete slabs for an octopus or maybe a killer
whale. Finding no danger here, I continued
my dive along the alder-lined pathway, then
cut to my left and headed up to a shallower
depth. The whole time I was on the lookout
for a bad guy sporting a dive knife or may-
be a spear gun. Ahead of me was the bright
light of Greentree Lane and the surface.
Checking my imaginary air gauge, I fig-
ured I must be getting low, so I retraced my
steps back to the foundation under the cov-
er of the alders. Just a short distance from
the garage, I felt my air run out, so I hit
the emergency lever to access the final 300
pounds of air and scrambled the final steps
up to the Johnsons’ garage. Danny was
there to greet me after my successful dive.
The magic of the undersea world elud-
ed me until my fortieth birthday, when I re-
ceived a present better than the Aqua Lung
One-diving lessons enabling me to become
a certified scuba diver. Recently, I was div-
ing in Aruba at the Finger Reef dive site.
Donning a 3mm full-body wetsuit with
tank, weights, buoyancy compensator, reg-
ulator, fins, mask, and snorkel, I stepped
off the back of the Dive Aruba boat and en-
tered the underwater world of the Carib-
bean Sea. Descending to twenty feet in the
eighty-degree water, 'm in a world I only
dreamed of in that vacant lot. It’s like div-
ing in a crystal-clear fish tank. Joining the
other divers we slowly descend along this
reef, watching the corals change from brain
to stag horn and finally black coral which
looks eerily like white pine trees. I am as
amazed on this day as I was diving the va-
cant lot with Danny’s Aqua Lung One. It’s
another world. m
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Need Repairs?
We work on all makes and models, not just
what we sell!

AW MNetweork

Lee’s Family Trailer

480 Roosevelt Trail, Windham ME 04062 Office: 207-892-8308

TRAVATE The Hottest Class B in the Country!

« Easy-to-swivel cab seats

* Deluxe FROLI sleep system

« Optional 100 watt solar panel battery charger

« Highly efficient Truma Combi Eco Plus heating
system with 1,700 watt electric heating element

« Electric heated drainage system

« Available bike and roof racks

« Available aluminum cab steps

« Exterior speaker system

« Advanced compressor driven refrigerator (59K)

- e = = am

Over 300 New & Used RVs WINNEBAGO
on Display!
We Buy and Consign

In House Financing Available

Visit our retail store with
OVER 18,000 ITEMS IN
STOCK!

Full appliance and appliance
parts retail store.

WINNEBAGOZ

Sales & Service

We're in it for the long haul!
www.leesfamilytrailer.com



' COASTAL MAINE
VACATTON COT TAGES!
Luxury Cottages with Free Golf

www.CoastalMaineVacationCottages.com
207.633.3673 Ext.8 | lodging@boothbayharborcc.com
Coftages include a free membership at the exclusive Boothbay Harbor Country Club




