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Wedding Bands
our wedding reception is a 
dream set to music—if the 
music’s right. We’re all still 

recovering from the “Electric Slide.” 
Our advice to couples: leave it to the 

professionals. But are these professionals live 
musicians or DJs?

Soul Man
“Music is a big part of the energy, especial-

…to have and to hold and to dance like no one’s watching.
By EvElyn Waugh

ly during the last two hours of the evening,” 
says wedding planner Emily Hricko of Em-
ily Elizabeth Events. She’s convinced that a 
live band is a matrimony must-have for con-
tagious dance moves.

Charles Brown, an icon in the Maine 
wedding band industry, isn’t so sure, even 
though he’s seen it all from every awkward 
father-daughter dance to rowdy great aunts. 
He started the Red Light Revue in 1986, a 

rhythm-and-blues band that he fronted for 
four years. Then came Papa Loves Mambo, 
a “Caribbean-oriented powerhouse” which 
Brown started with Andrea Antognoni, his 
wife, in 1990. For ten years, they rocked hun-
dreds of weddings all over the Northeast. 
But in his eyes, live wedding bands are be-
ing shoved (or maybe gently pushed) off 
stage. It’s likely he can play any song from 
any playlist. But ever the jokester, he asks in 

Wavelength keeps it moving with classics 
like James Brown’s “I Feel Good” and 
modern hits from Lady Gaga.



ihcmgr@portland.twcbc.com

Cedric Jackson II of One Step Ahead Band connects 
with the audience at a wedding hosted at Abel’s 
Boatyard on Mount Desert Island. 

5 0  p o r t l a n d  m o n t h ly m ag a z i n E

Maine Wedding Planning Guide

his website, “Do you want your parents and 
their friends to enjoy it as much as you do? 
We play a bouncy swing sound that boots 
everyone on the dance floor, nine to ninety. 
You say Uncle Don wants to get up and sing 
‘Danny Boy?’ He’s on next. It’s party time. 
Problem solved.”

“Most people don’t use live music any-
more,” he says. “It’s a generational thing—
the Spotify Generation. They’d rather make 
a mix: exactly the tune they want, when 
they want it. If you have a band you like, 
you have to trust them, you know? And 
most people don’t do that anymore.” 

hEy, Mr. dJ
ebecca Strout married last July in 
Hollis. She hired a DJ to “help with 
the flow of the night—directing peo-

ple towards the reception, dinner, and 
first dances.”  Wedding planner Kathleen 
Pacella of Fancy Figs in Brunswick, says 
“the appeal of hiring a DJ or having a per-
sonal playlist is the cost savings, hearing 
the originals, and a wider range in music 
genres. DJs can often source recorded ver-
sions of songs that might be really chal-
lenging for a band to perform live.” 

Megan McKenna, a 2020 bride-to-be, 
lives in Portland and teaches dance. “I’m 



Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y:

 Ju
st

in
e 

Jo
hn

so
n

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y:

 Ju
st

in
e 

Jo
hn

so
n

We are a full service catering company that specializes in 
finding the right balance between elegance ... and pleasure.

CATERING

Beautiful Food For All Occasions

(207) 832-6337
PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572

lauracabotcatering.com
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Beautiful Foods For All Occasions

PO Box 628 • Waldoboro, ME 04572

(207) 832-6337

CATERING

Beautiful Food For All Occasions

(207) 832-6337
PO Box 628 •  Waldoboro, ME 04572

We are a full service catering company that specializes in 
fi nding the right balance between elegance...and pleasure.

social. corporate. weddings. full bar services

sarahcrawfordhandcrafted.com 

401.339.0023 |   @sarahcrawfordjewelry

sold locally at suger
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M e e t  t h e 
B a n d
Wav E l E n gt h
Starting at $3,500

Serving: throughout maine and 
new England
package: Set-up design, songlist requests, 
equipment, emcee services. 
Specialty: Spanning the eras with 
timeless classics to today’s chart toppers 
and dance hits. 
Favorite cover: “Shout” by the isley Broth-
ers. “Uptown Funk” by Bruno mars is a 
close second.

tiME pilotS
Starting at $2,800

Serving: Southern maine and 
new England
package: Four-hour reception, includes 
any combination of cocktail, dinner  
and/or dance music as well as any  
emcees services (introductions, special 
dances, etc.) 
Specialty: Classics from the 1960s 
to the 1990s.
Favorite cover: “September” by Earth 
Wind & Fire.

 
da p p E r  g E n t S
Starting at $3,000 

Serving: across new england; rare gems 
in Washington d.C., philadelphia, and 
Sarasota, Florida.  
package: Ceremony, cocktail hour and 
dinner music. able to work with most bud-
gets. We offer various wedding packages 
including the ceremony, cocktail hour, and 
full band and/or DJ’d reception. 
Specialty: Custom acoustic ceremony 
music and first dance songs. dance party 
with shredding cello solos and tight vocal 
harmonies. 
Favorite cover: “Wake me Up” by avicii.
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picky. I always wanted a DJ,” she says. “I like 
the idea that I can make a playlist and know 
exactly what I’ll be hearing.” She went to five 
weddings last year. All of them used DJs. 

StagE StunnErS
Yet, there’s still something about a live 
band. The romance of a performance is 
unparalleled by even the most thought-out 
playlist. “Live bands infuse weddings with 
a ton of energy. They’re generally equipped 
to play all the current hits, and they can 
interact with guests in ways that a DJ can-
not,” Pacella says. 

achel Sisson of R.L. Sisson Events, 
Southwest Harbor, agrees.- “Live 
bands tend to engage guests more and 

keep people on the dance floor. The danc-
ing portion of the evening is often most im-
portant to many of my clients, so they hire 
a great band to keep the party going.” We 
don’t just want to dance. We want to be 
swept away.

The Dapper Gents have been rock-
ing weddings from Portland to Tampa for 
six years. Their favorite part is the energy 
of the reception. “Celebrating with a room 
of like-minded people is always a blast,” Ja-
cob McCurdy, lead singer, says. He recalls a 
reception so lively it belongs in the fraterni-
ty comedy Animal House. “Last summer we 
played at one of our favorite wedding ven-
ues, Caswell Farm. It was a serious party. 
The crowd was brimming with energy—at 
one point they lit 50 sparklers and surprised 
the bride and groom with massive bottles of 
Champagne and rosé. Minutes felt like hours 
while they tried to find a bottle opener. Even-
tually, once the bottle was opened, an im-
promptu limbo contest broke out. That’s the 
first time I managed to do the limbo while 
playing guitar.” Now that’s one way to ring in 
a happily ever after. 



Perfect for your    – bachelorette party
        – birthday
        – group outing

visit mainebaycycle.com to book and learn more!

43.6615° N, 70.2553° W

Bring your favorite local brews and come aboard for a 
90 minute, pedal powered cruise of the Portland waterfront

The Mooring
Bed & Breakfast

132 seguinland road • georgetown, Maine • innkeepers: penny & paul BaraBe • theMooringB-B.coM • 207-371-2790 | 866-828-7343 

Your Beautifully traditional Midcoast Maine wedding destination
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Limousines, Black Cars, Shuttles,
Antique Bentley

Image by Nadra Photography
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O’ Oysters
Providing a Mobile Oyster Feast

We bring the oysters to you!

• We source fresh, clean, cold-water 
oysters

• We are pleased to work small parties 
or large

• We service Southern and Mid-Coast 
Maine

• We will shuck oysters indoors or out

It’s easy and fun to host an 
oyster event!

• We will expertly suggest appropriate 
quantities and varieties

• We are responsible for the entirety 
of service including clean-up

• We serve four accouterments   
alongside our oysters

Contact: Lucas Myers, Owner & Operator
207-632-7247 / lucas@ooysters.com

weddings, holiday parties, educational tastings, corporate events, 
bridal showers, retirement parties, backyard fun: 
Oysters Make Every Event Even Better

find us on-line at www.ooysters.com
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or large
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Maine

• We will shuck oysters indoors or out

It’s easy and fun to host an 
oyster event!

• We will expertly suggest appropriate 
quantities and varieties

• We are responsible for the entirety 
of service including clean-up

• We serve four accouterments   
alongside our oysters

Contact: Lucas Myers, Owner & Operator
207-632-7247 / lucas@ooysters.com

weddings, holiday parties, educational tastings, corporate events, 
bridal showers, retirement parties, backyard fun: 
Oysters Make Every Event Even Better

find us on-line at www.ooysters.comWe Bring Oysters 
to You!

Event Planners: Hire us to shuck and serve 

oysters at your next gathering!

Find more information on our website or contact us directly!
Lucas Myers, Owner & Operator

(207) 632-7247 - lucas@ooysters.com

www.ooysters.com

Holiday Parties, Corporate Events, 

Weddings, Educational Tastings, 

Retirement Parties, and More!
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enny Lou Drew of Jenny Lou & 
Something Blue recalls the start of 
her own happily-ever-after: “After 

playing a wedding at Stone Mountain 
Arts Center, my husband (Scott 

Morgan) and I had our dream wedding at 
Stone Mountain.” So it began. Drew and 
Morgan, who is also Something Blue’s 
guitarist, energized weddings from 2006 to 
2018. Now, she says, “we’re on a wedding 
hiatus while we focus on personal work, like 
the upcoming release of our Americana 
album, Rockbiter. We plan to be back at the 
wedding band thing in 2020. Weddings are a 
joy to be a part of because the people are 
alight with love and happiness. When you 
play clubs, it’s a mixed bag of mostly 
strangers. But the crowd at a wedding is 
friends and family, and they’re there for a 
night to remember. 

“I’ll never forget when we played my 
friend’s wedding and her husband got on 
the drums for ‘Wild Thing.’ The bridesmaids 
held her up in the air in front of the stage 
while she fanned herself with a paper fan— 
I wish I’d gotten that one on video!” 

oFF thE ChartS,  
on thE Floor
So how do you keep the party going all 
night? “We play run-to-the-dance-floor 
classics like ‘Play that Funky Music’ and 
‘Jesse’s Girl,’” says Time Pilots frontman 
Jon Goodman. “You recognize [them] the 
second you hear them, and they just make 
you want to dance!”

“I’ve done so many weddings. Let me 
reflect,” says Cedric Jackson II, former 
singer in One Step Ahead Band. Bassist 
David Lebleu says it’s all about reading the 
audience. “We try to have fun ourselves, 
and we play the songs that get people up 
and moving around. Sometimes dur-
ing the first set, during dinner, we can get 
away with songs that we love as musicians. 
It’s about finding songs that you love play-
ing and that people recognize.” 

Johnna Dionne, manager of Wavelength, 
says, “We play an energetic and diverse song 
list that brings everybody to their feet.” She 
says the band is “versatile, comfortable per-



THE EAST WIND INN
TENANTS HARBOR, MAINE

Timeless, 
Elegant, 
Coastal.

207-372-6366

www.eastwindinn.com

eastwindinnweddings@gmail.com

21 MECHANIC STREET  
TENANTS HARBOR, MAINE

Mem o r i e s  B eg i n  Here

w e d d i n g s i n b a r h a r b o r. c o m  •  8 0 0 - 3 5 0 - 3 3 5 2  •  s a l e s@ba rh a r bo r i nn . c om

C elebrate your  spe c ia l  day 

at  our  e le gant ,  h istor ic 

oc e anf ront  re sor t  in  the he ar t 

of  downtown Bar  Harbor.

564 Congress Street, Portland, Maine
(207) 805-1348 • thesockshack.com

Fabulous 

Socks for Men, 

Women, 

& Kids

WE PUT THE 

PARTY IN 

WEDDING 

PARTY
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Mem� i�  Begin H� e
B a r  H a r b o r ,  M a i n e

www.aobarharbor.com
888-296-0403

weddings@aobarharbor.com

Enjoy ocean views from 

every room, availability 

of the Willows Mansion, 

on-site catering, and 

accommodations for 

indoor and outdoor 

ceremonies.

Atlant ic
Oceanside
H o t e l  &  E v e n t  C e n t e r

(207) 415-8493 | WWW.FOGGSBOATWORKS.COM

INTRODUCING THE ALL NEW FOGG CAT 44
AVAILABLE FOR THE UPCOMING 2019 SEASON!

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEXT PRIVATE CHARTER OR EVENT TRANSPORTATION!

FOGG’S WATER TAXI AND CHARTERS

DEPARTING CAMDEN ABOARD LIVELY LADY
CAMDEN HARBOR CRUISES

WEDDING EVENTS • PROPOSALS
BACHELOR & BACHELORETTE PARTIES 

REHEARSAL DINNERS
ISLAND TRANSPORTATION
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PHONE 207.236.6672
PUBLIC LANDING, CAMDEN, ME 04843

www.CamdenHarborCruises.com

WEDDING EVENTS • PROPOSALS
BACHELOR & BACHELORETTE PARTIES 

REHEARSAL DINNERS
ISLAND TRANSPORTATION
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forming in multiple genres. We work with 
couples to tailor a set list, and they allow us 
to pick the right music to keep the dance 
floor alive.” 

nd that’s quite the job when deal-
ing with a few Maine relatives who’ve 
been dancing closely with our dear 

friend Geary most of the night. “Occasional-
ly, well-meaning guests ask us to play a song 
the couple specifically asked us to avoid,” 
Goodman cringes. “Think ‘Chicken Dance.’” 

Any of these bands will make your big 
day a blast. Sounds like you can have your 
cake and eat it, too. As for Charles Brown, 
wedding singer extraordinaire and Spotify 
cynic, you aren’t likely to find him singing at 
a ceremony anytime soon, but you can hear 
him every third Monday at Blue with An-
drea Re starting at 6 p.m.—“Geriatric hours,” 
he says. n



“It was 
absolutely 
beautiful.”

MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM
243 Washington Street  • Bath, Maine  • 207-443-1316  • www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

Photo courtesy of Leslie Swan, leslieswanphoto.com

ninestones
sPa

®

Personalization 
of a 

Wedding Gown

Setting 
it Up

Choosing 
the Lace

Final  
Stitches
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Ride the  Trolley!

The Best Way to See Bar Harbor 
and Acadia National Park!

207 - 288 - 9899

for tickets and information log onto OlisTrolley.com
1 West Street  Bar Harbor

Quality Men’s Fashion 

You’ll Wear for Years to Come

Peter Renney’s Fashion
Since 1975

105 Exchange Street Portland, Maine 04101 
Tel: (207)774-1981 Fax: (207)775-3772

e-mail: peterrenneys@gmail.com

•Peter Renney BC-final:Peter Renney BC 7/15/11 9:47 AM P

105 Exchange Street, Portland, Maine

(207)774-1981 | peterrennys@gmail.com

TOUR & CONSULTATION:
staff@railwayvillage.org
207-633-4727 • www.RailwayVillage.org

Make Your 
Special Day 
Histor ic

PORTLAND   |   WESTBROOK

 (207) 774-5946
harmonsbartons.com

584 Congress St, 
Portland, ME 04101
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DIAMOND’S EDGE
R E S T A U R A N T  &  M A R I N A

A mile away, a world apart.

The Island Wedding of 
your dreams - 

no passport required.
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unforgettable

Seaside Wedding Venue
wellsreserve at laudholm

Last-minute planning? 
Ask about 2019 specials!

207-646-4521 ext 151
wellsreserve.org/weddings
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Traditions Worth Keeping.
For 30 years, Falmouth Country Club has offered a premiere private club 
experience. Golf, tennis, swimming, fitness, fine dining, functions... in all 

things, a true tradition of excellence. Social & Golf Memberships 
are available; join now and avoid the Initiation Fee!

CC
F Falmouth Country Club

One Congressional Drive • Falmouth, ME • 04105
Call to arrange a tour: (207) 878-2864 • www.falmouthcc.org

A Tradition of Perfect Beginnings.
weddings • receptions • rehearsal dinners • parties • showers

tented outdoor pavilion • classic clubhouse • a private club experience

CC
F( 2 0 7 )  8 7 8 - 2 8 6 4 weddings@falmouthcc.org



The Caravan
DESTINATIONCATERING.COM / DESTINATION@GWI.NET /  207.985.7333

PHOTO CREDIT:  BREAMCDONALD.COM

VINTAGE TRAVELING 
COCKTAIL BAR

Where better to “tie the knot” than at
Cook’s Lobster & Ale House, on picturesque

Garrison Cove on Bailey Island.

Whether you are hosting an intimate reception
in our Cribstone Room or hosting a large

reception under the tent on The Point, the sights,
sounds, smell & taste of Casco Bay will delight

you & your guests. 

This is Maine at its best—let us share that with
you & help make your special day just as perfect

as it should be! For more information on weddings,
Please email jen@cookslobster.com

cookslobster.com

Wtie the knot!

Latitude   43° 45’ 1”

Longitude   -69° 59’ 32”

Traditions Worth Keeping.
For 30 years, Falmouth Country Club has offered a premiere private club 
experience. Golf, tennis, swimming, fitness, fine dining, functions... in all 

things, a true tradition of excellence. Social & Golf Memberships 
are available; join now and avoid the Initiation Fee!

CC
F Falmouth Country Club

One Congressional Drive • Falmouth, ME • 04105
Call to arrange a tour: (207) 878-2864 • www.falmouthcc.org

A Tradition of Perfect Beginnings.
weddings • receptions • rehearsal dinners • parties • showers

tented outdoor pavilion • classic clubhouse • a private club experience

CC
F( 2 0 7 )  8 7 8 - 2 8 6 4 weddings@falmouthcc.org
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Holiday Inn
By the Bay

From Intimate to the Unexpected, Holiday Inn By the Bay
Will Host Your Reception on Your Wedding Day

• Largest reception facilities downtown with full-ser vice catering

• Unobstructed panoramas of Por tland harbor and skyline

• Large indoor pool and fitness center

• Surrounded by cultural attractions

• 239 guest rooms with amenities

• Close to Old Por t shopping

• Executive rooms & suites

• Cour tesy shuttle available

• On-site restaurant

SEE

OUR GREAT

SEASONAL RATES &

WEDDING DAY PACKAGES

INNBYTHEBAY.COM

BOOK YOUR STAY

TODAY!



(Top): Dan Houde, Wiseguy Creative Photography, 2nd row 1,3 Ashleigh Full Photography, 2 Tim Shellmer Photography

NORTH CONWAY, NH • 603-356-5411 
sales@redjacketresorts.com 
redjacketresorts.com/weddings

Red Jacket Mountain View Resort in the White Mountains of New Hampshire

portland-magazine-wedding-2019.indd   1 3/11/19   10:46 AM



MOTORCOACH | SCHOOL BUS | TROLLEY | LIMO | TOWN CAR

GONECT.COM | (207) 784-3159

THE BEST IN MAINE FOR 20 YEARS. 
Let us help make your big day just a little more 
special. We have been providing Maine’s brides with 
the best service and expierences for 20 years.  

Saturday, May 4, 2019 11am-3pm
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It’s a lifetime of memories

A Wedding is More than a Day

262 Main St., Route 1 | South Portland, ME 04106

800.244.5966  |  207.767.5966

OneStopEventRentals.com 

Brea McDonald Photography

Meredith Perdue
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AUBURN - AUGUSTA - BANGOR - TOPSHAM - SOUTH PORTLAND
WATERVILLE - MANCHESTER, NH - NASHUA, NH  800-439-3297

www.daysjewelers.com
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Paper Patch
the

Designing custom 

wedding invitations 

for over 40 years.

Visit us to create your 

own personal wedding 

stationery trousseau.  

No appointment required.

Featuring custom 

invitations and 

announcements, 

and personalized 

stationery by Crane’s, 

and William Arthur.

21 Exchange Street 
(207) 774-3125

1945 Congress St, Portland
Call or email for a tour or quote

207.773.6939 ext. 301
k_mcdonough@yahoo.com

elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?lodge=188

NEWLY RENOVATED 
PORTLAND ELKS 

Ballroom accommodates
up to 250 for

Wedding Receptions

Complete Wedding
Packages including catering,

fl orals, linens

Full Service

Ample Free Parking

Unbeatable Pricing

AAA Travel: 866-883-4985

PORTLAND
68 Marginal Way

SOUTH PORTLAND
401 Western Avenue

BRUNSWICK
147 Bath Rd Merrymeeting Plaza

AUBURN
600 Center St Shaw’s Plaza

BIDDEFORD
472 Alfred Road

Mastering the Art of
Refi ned Travel

AAA Travel: 866-883-4985

PORTLAND
68 Marginal Way

SOUTH PORTLAND
401 Western Avenue

BRUNSWICK
147 Bath Rd Merrymeeting Plaza

AUBURN
600 Center St Shaw’s Plaza

BIDDEFORD
472 Alfred Road

Mastering the Art of
Refi ned Travel

AAA Travel: (866) 883-4985
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Dinner, drinks, and music, 
in the heart of the Kennebunks, 

with or without 
150 of your closest friends.

VINTAGE COCKTAILS  
LIVE MUSIC 

OUTDOOR PATIO



Host an Adventurous & Unforgettable 
Experience on our Private Island 

in the center of Casco Bay.

W W W . H I S T O R I C H O U S E I S L A N D . C O M

207.536.8950



 16 Elegant Guest Rooms sCelebrations for up to 100

authentic charm in the heart of downtown

The Brunswick Inn
“Best Maine Inn”

--DownEast Magazine Readers’ Choice 2017

“fresh, local, & uniquely maine”
165 Park Row w Brunswick, Maine

(207) 729-4914 w www.TheBrunswickInn.com    
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Weddings at Water’s Edge.

Our iconic, 100 year-old log lodge is just steps from the 
shore of Rangeley Lake in the legendary Rangeley 

Lakes Region of western Maine.

We offer complete banquet services, 
lodging, and a Personal Wedding 

Consultant to help plan every detail.

Contact JoAnne Taylor, Wedding Consultant - 207-864-5666  jtaylor@loonlodgeme.com

Inn & Restaurant  
Est. 1899

16 Pickford Road, Rangeley  207-864-5666  www.loonlodgeme.com

AttosAttos
Antique and Estate Jewelry

We Buy & Sell

50 exchange Street, Portland | attosestatejewelry.com | 207-613-9222
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