


Portland after dark
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“T his—they make this in bathtubs in Russia,” 
says my mother-in-law as she downs a shot of 
Maine Craft Distilling’s Black 

Cap Vodka. Over a spread of half-
sour pickles, black bread, tinned 
fish, and salo (cured fatback 

What’s conjured up at Portland’s  
craft distilleries this summer?

By Olivia Gunn Kotsishevskaya

Great Woods Spirit

Spirits
Blithe

from Medeo European Foods in West-
brook), she and my husband finish the 
bottle. In one sitting. My biggest shock 
the next morning isn’t finding the empty 
bottle (I’d tapped out hours before them, 
already aching) but finding her as chip-
per as a chickadee in the kitchen, blar-
ing Andrea Bocelli as she peels potatoes. 
“That’s a clean drink, you know.” She 
hands me a peeler.
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M aine Craft’s tasting room on Wash-
ington Avenue is now our first 
stop on the Portland cocktail trail 

whenever visiting friends and family hit 
town. With fire barrels outside the indus-
trial doors, long high-top tables, plenty 
of room for the “bourbon-flavored may-
hem” from  live bands like the Cajun Ac-
es—and, of course, Mama Kotsishevska-
ya’s approval of the vodka—it rarely dis-
appoints. 

But at five o’clock on a recent Wednes-
day, a cohort and I are surprised to find it 
empty but for a few others. Happy hour 
runs from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

“Plenty of time to do some damage.” 
“I think so,” our server says with a smile. 
“We’ll take one Lemonshine and a Cu-

ba Libre.”
“And the poutine. I came for the pou-

tine. You’re paying, right?”
An hour or so later, we’ve each finished 

two (or more) $4 cocktails. A jumble of $4 
High Life and PBR cans mingles with emp-
ty tumblers—our cue to move on to dinner. 



241 Commercial St. 
Portland, ME 04101

www.ThreeDollarDeweys.com

DEWEYS IS 
SP�EAD THE WO�D

New Mug Club!
Great new food menu!

Live music!
Weekend brunch: 9-2!

BACK!
And yes...
we still have

F�EE 
POPCO�N

Portland’s O
rigin

al A
lehou

se
We strive to make your day 

better with our homemade food, 
a warm atmosphere and some 
good old fashioned hospitality!

Monday through Friday 7am - 3pm
84 Marginal Way, Portland

207-400-2533 • www.TallysKitchen.com

Coffee • Pastry • Breakfast
Sandwiches • Soup • Salad

Kitchen at Bayside
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“I just called Izakaya. They have two seats 
at the bar.”

Onward! But we’ll be back. Saturday’s 
just around the corner, and I can hear the 
Cajun Aces in the distance. They’ll tear 
up the complex on June 7 and July 5, and I 
can’t wait to get Mama K out on the floor. 
Stick with Black Cap and you might avoid 
the hangover. If not, that poutine ($10) does 
the trick. 

On Ice
While I typically only find myself at 
Thompson’s Point to catch a summer show, m
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Kennebunkport
Marina

207.967.3411

67 Ocean Avenue
Kennebunkport

Maine
04046

kennebunkportmarina.com

 

Kennebunkport Marina is a year round 
marina o�ering two marinas, heated 

inside storage, protected slips, full 
mechanical services, and a ships store.

Our marine mechanic
operates here on the river!

Also featuring:
Powerboat, Kayak and Canoe Rentals

Mercury & Yamaha Sales & Service

Jewelry...
   Fine Art...
      Crafts & Gifts... 

1082 Main Street, Center Lovell, Maine  (207) 925-6502   www.harvestgoldgallery.com
EXQUISITELY AMERICAN CRAFTED ARTISTIC NECESSITIES
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the lineup of offerings continues to expand. 
Forget Substance. There’s something for ev-
eryone in Stroudwater Distillery’s eclectic 
tasting flight: gin, vodka, rye whiskey, and 
bourbon ($10). 

I start with a sip, then toss back the rest 
of the bourbon. “Whew!” 

“It’s a tasting. I’m not sure that’s how 
you’re supposed to do it.”

“Is there only one way?”
Stroudwater is open seven days a week in 

summer, with a 4-7 p.m. happy hour haven 
outside the hustle and bustle of downtown. 

T he extensive drinks menu showcases 
the distillery’s five spirits with sig-
nature cocktails including the Ha-

waiian Stone Sour ($12)—rye with fresh 
lemon and pineapple juice, simple syrup, 
and a splash of  classic Angostura bitters. 
Sip it while you cool off on the patio watch-
ing the line at Bissell grow.

“We get a lot of curious people—those 
who don’t drink beer, people meeting for 
business,” our bartender says. “We’ll be 
hosting more live music. Our last band, 



A CONVIVIAL PLACE
BY THE SEA

261 SHORE ROAD • OGUNQUIT, MAINE • (207) 216-9639 • NORTHERN-UNION.ME

Seasonally-inspired fare,  wine, & craft
cocktails served nightly in Ogunquit.



Only 40 nights. 
Don’t miss a single bite.

Reservations for our summer season are now open.

DAVID’S
davidsrestaurant.com

DAVID’S OPUS TEN
davidsopus10.com

2 2  M O N U M E N T  S Q U A R E ,  P O R T L A N D
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boatelope.com

Weddings, Vow Renewals, Private Sunset Cruises, 
We can make it happen!

Serving Greater Portland & Casco Bay
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12OC, filled the place.” 
“Is there a John in that band? I know 

a John who lives in Richmond, and he 
plays the—”

I stop my friend. “Okay, okay. What’s in 
the freezie maker?”

“Creamsicles and Pain Killers ($14),” 
says the bartender. 

“Oh, man. We’ve gotta get out of here. 
We still have work to do.”

Drinks of Paradise
“What’s the sunniest drink you’ve got?” 
We’ve just stormed into Liquid Riot after a 
late afternoon downpour. 

“Doesn’t get much sunnier than the Jun-
gle Bird.” Moments later a frothy, peach-
colored splash of Eden arrives and hits the 
spot. Maybe too well. 

T he Jungle Bird ($12), made with 
Liquid Riot Dow’s Demise Rum, 
fresh pineapple, Campari, and lime, 

is refreshing and not overly sweet. But 
don’t be fooled—that’s rum you’re tasting. 
A third of the way through mine, I’m re-
counting better-forgotten college adven-
tures and planning new ones. 

Two-thirds of the way through, the 
heady combination of sunshine, ocean, and 
rum on Riot’s back deck overlooking the 
colorful waterfront has me considering the 
pirate’s life. The boats below are beckoning 
for a test drive. With opportunities like this, 
who can blame Dixie Bull? 

“Are you all set on drinks?”
Yo-ho-ho! “Yes, I think so.” n m
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80 Beers On Tap...

...plus 
Full Bar

540 FOREST AVENUE PORTLAND, ME  greatlostbear.com

THE GREAT LOST BEARTHE GREAT LOST BEAR

"Best Bar”

-  P O R T L A N D  P H O E N I X   

"Best New Bar Northeast” 

-  V I N E  P A I R

"Best Cocktail Bar Maine”

-  D O W N E A S T  M A G A Z I N E   

"This Place is F@&%ing Awesome”

 -  A N O N Y M O U S  G O O G L E  R E V I E W E R   
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